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THL ORCHARD.
Buying Trees.

Thn practiee of dlaling wath vwery packman and
azent thet erusass our path, 18 one that 1s very cer-
tain rooner or later to eud in discomfiture,  Such has
been the dearly [0 Lis ] experience of thousands
in the past, and 5 o0, wotwathstanding all warmings
to the contrary, will be the experience of thousands
in the future. In tritling mattors, the loss resulting
from having any thing tu Jo with such uestionable
characters i3 ropoil.enably small, but when such
dalings involse the luss and worse than loss of thou.
sands of dollars, the question assumes a much moro
serions aspeet.

In no other branch of theagency business perhaps,
is the public so systemnatically and unsparingly fleceed
asin the purchase of fruit trees, and what renders
the wrony all the more nggravated, is the fact that
the discovery is not made for perhaps three or four
years, the dupad one all the time flattering himself
with anticipations which 1t is of course quite im-
possible he can 1calize.

The beat and surost way to purchase trees is to go
directly to the nursery, or treat only with the
properly aceredhted awents of first-class dealers. In
the latter ease sce ¢t thit the trees ordered come
from the nursery which the agent 1s supposed to re-
present, as some parties aie in the habit of using the
order books of nne firm while they fill the orders
from perhaps half a dozen other nurseries. The ad-
vauntages of dealing with the nurseryman direct are
numerons, one of the most important being that a
better and not unfrequently a cheaper selection of
trees are ohtained than can lie eapected throngh
agents. Frequuntly also thejpurchaser 1s at a loss to
anow exactly the sorts he requires, in which case the
advice of a practical man is particularly valuable.
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Fungus on Fruit.

(T'v tie ELUr of the Caxava FARMER.)

Sir,—In the last numberof the Farymrr, 1 noticed
an article headud * Fungus vn Fruit,” copred from
the Rural Hone y desciibg the myuries produced by
a defeet called funyus in curtain apples ; particularly
Famcuse or Snow apple. Wil you let me tell my
experience with this fungus?

In 1829, (that's a lung time age), when I wasan
apprentice in a printiig ollice e Kiugston, T read
m an American exchange, what the writer mamn-
tamned was a positive protection against the ravages
of the tnt cuterpdaer, and also the borer.  As the
years volled around, and [ became possessed of o
small orchard, (as many other printer’s boys longed
for), 1 did nnt forget the remedy. About tweive
years ago the apbles of a few of wy trees were badly
aflected with t{le dizease ;—a mppnn had never pro-
dueed a sound apple ; & Rhode Island greemng had
beeome worthless'; two snows were sick even unto
death ; a Siberian erab ditto 5 aud 2 heslthy looking
old scedhing which had braved the starms of sixty
winters was on the pinut of Lewg sacriticed to the
“woodman’s axe.” Recollecting what 1 had read,
when a boy, and knnwing no ramedy, I thought 1
wonld try the virtaes of the old vecipe —sulplur.
took a three-quarter inch aungur, and bored half
through the trunk of cach of the trees, about two
feet from the ground, diagonally towards the earth.
This iiole I illed with sulphur, aud cuvered the
onfice with grafting wax [ dul this in the latter
part of February, just before the sap began to vise
from the vonts 'T'o my surprise, cach of these trees
praduced a fair erop of apples, without @ spee, the first
season afterwards ; and they have nover bean troubled
with the same dizeacn since  Rix yenrs ago, finding
that several other trees were getting tainted w the
same manner, 1 adopted & almilay eourso, with tho
exeeption that 1 inserted wooden plugr, itwiead of

using wax, and the rerults were the same. The
wounds have all healed, and there has been no
apparent injury to the trees. I found, however, that
t}w sulphur did not_interfere with the appetite of
the caterpillar, nor did it loosen or dull the ceth of
the borer : 1 however, casily conquer the catavpillars
with a awab on the end of a lun!i', pole, whie I dip
into an old kettle of pretty strony {ye—(1'm not wfraw
of strong lyo ; 1 wash my young trees with it cvery
spring time),¢ and wipe them off with very little
troubfe. Let me say, that after twenty yeais trial,
I believe this is the easiest, least wjurious, and maost
effectual remedy for this destrctive wmseet. With
regard to the borer, (another great enemy to fr_uit
trees), tho only way of destroying hum, after washing
the trces with Jye or strong soap suds, is to be
cternally vigilant in digging lum out with a kmfe,
The codlin moth so far has baflled e ; but, as one
of my ncighbors has preserved all his apples this
year by placing a bandage of wrappiug paper around
his trees, 1 shall try the same next srlmg. Now,
whether or not the sulphur punified the sap i the
trees, and thus prevented the formation of fungus, 1
leave to scientists to determine ; all T know is, tha{
after using it, the discaso ceascd.—Yours, &e,,
Prescott, Nov. 24, 1574, St. LAWRENCE.

The Gravenstein Apple.

The Gravenstein i3 one of the best apples in the
world, as all pomologists agree. "Che other day we
met the man who set the first grafts of this variety
of applein America. Mr. Gorham Parsons, of the
Fatherland Farm, Byfield, reccived from Europe a
package of the grafts from the seedling tree. They
were left at his counting-room in Boston, and he sent
them to his country-place in Brighton, but lus over-
seer, having no spare stock for them, sent them to
Byficld, Our miormant, Mr. H. D. Rogers, was
grafting over the old trees at Byticld when the grafts
arrived’; but the foreman of the place, secing that
they were a little shrivelled, owing to their long voy-
age, and that they were rather swmall specimens of
grafts at best, refused to have them set, declaving
that he wouldn't pay for the work. Mr. Rogers,
nothing daunted, carried the poor grafts to Ins father,
a somewhat celebrated fruiv raiser, and proposed to
set them in his trces. DBut Rogers Senior didn't
helicve in new-fangled apples in general, norin these
withered grafts in particular, and k2 would have none
of them. As a last resort, Rogers carried the cions
to James Peabody, who favored everything new and
fancy, and who gave him permission to set them,
with the understanding that they would go halves on
the profits.

The third year the trees came into bearing, and Mr.
Peabody carried a pliate of the apples to the cattle
show, where they attracted miich attention, though
the committee conld not name them.  They were cut
up into minute pieces and distributed among the con-
noisseurs, all of whom pronounced it the champion
apple. The next year Mr. Peabody carried a plate
to the fair of the Massachusetts Society, where he
met Marshall P. Wilder, the President, who had just
arrived from Europe with a basket of apples, a bunch
of the grafts, and the name, which has always been
spelled wrong, Graft' Stein—Count Stone—being the
name of the proprictor of the estate on which the
apple originated.  All the grafts m this country came
from Mr. Peabody’s tree, which took pity on the
poor, imported cions, after they had been refused
everywhere clse,.—Nccburyport tlerald.

How to Make a Croquet Lawn. .
At the present day when a good croquet Inwn is a3
necessary an appendage to a house in the country as
a bowling-green was in the last century, the question
isoften asked, Which 1s the best way to turfit? ‘lhe
easiest and commonest oncis to pare off the grass
from a wayside waste or 2 common, 9r a sheep walk
on the hills, and lay it down. Another is to clean
tho ground and sow 1t with grass seeds. A third s

1{to usc the turf thatis found growing on the spot,

where a piece of the park or a paddock 19 enclosed,
or to take some from an adjoming pasture field
Now, whero I have scen the first plan adopted—that
of laying down turf from a common—there has been
for the first following summer a very fair lawn ; bug,
in the course of time, the seeds of plantans, dande-
lions, thistlea, and other weeds have sprang up and
stifled the grass. The second plan—that of laying
down turf from a common~—there has been for the
first following summer a very faw lawn 3 but where
tho proprietor cannot wait for two or three years,
butis desirous to play on it in a few months, this is

not sdvisable, Ou the whole I am inclined, upon 1

allow a very limited experience, to prefer the third
lan, that of using the turf we find on the ground or
in the immediate neighborhood. If this is pared off
thin, the coarse, long-rooted plants, such as docks,
cow-parsnips, thistles and dandehions will be cut off,
and can be easily picked out and burnt, and their re-
mains forked out in digging the ground and levelling
1t while the real grasses and clovers will remain un-
injured, and with rolling, mowing, and a liberal
dressing of aghes, form an excellent croquet lawn by
the next summer 1 have known people go to o great
eapense to cart down turf from the top of a hill, and
the money thrown away, 'The delieato aira and fes-
tuea, as soon as they were transplanted to the richer
mould helow, have dwindled and disavpeared ; and
plantains that were siall and unnoticec ‘Jefore, have
usulrpcd their place, and covered the ground like a
seab,

Ag croquet is becoming more and more & man's
ame, and i3 played with heavier mallets, a much
arger lawn is now required for it than when it was
regarded as merely a pactime for young ladies and
chuldren.—~Cor. Farmer (Lny).

Tne GoverxMENT of Vietoria has forbidden the
importation of vines. Wine-growing in that colony
has become a valuable interest, and the Government
will not incur the risk of introducing the phylloxera
into the vineyards.

AMrricAN apples of the past scason’s growth are
now selling at moderate rates in provincial towns,
both in England and Ireland. The highly colored

and well-flavored Baldwin is the commonest kind as
yet.  As usual, they come in barrels without any
kind of packing material and come, s a rule, in
excellent conditivn. That apples should be sent
several thousand milcs, and then be sold as cheap)
as home-grown fruit, is a noteworthy fact. At this
rate of progress, fruitless and cold regions will soon
be supphied with the finest fruits at a cost that places
them within the reach of all classes.

THINNING Frurr BrLossoyms.—Somo of the older
writers on fruit culture suggested that in the case of
{ruit trees that did not set their fruit well, it was of
service to thin out the blossoms or to pick off the

carly petals of the flowers to cansure the remainder
settingwell.  Mr. Du Breuil has been experimenting
in this matter. In 1872, says 7%e Garden, ho operatc&
upon twenty cs alier pear trees of the Doyenne
d’Hiver pear, taking out the central blossom from
each bunch of flowers on cvery alternate tree in the
row. When the fruit was gathered he found that
there was no perceptible defference either in the
quantity, the quality, or size of the fruit. In 1873
he repeated the experiment upoun twelve trees, oper-
ating upon an alternate six. In thiscase thetreesoper-
ated upon produced sixty five fruits, and the six not
operated upon produced sixty - ixht frunts. He there-
fore concludes that, whilst the theoryappears rational
enough, practice does not sanction its corvectness ;
and that the operation has no nfluence upon the
abundance of the product.

How 1o GaTALR CipEr APPLES,—Tlus is the way
the Ohio Farmer tells how : Get twenty-four yards
of the best drilling, as it is the cheapest in the long
run.  Cut into cight equal preces; these will each
be nine feet Jong.  Cut each pmece obhquely from end
to cnd, starting in four inches from one corner and
coming out the same distance from the opposite

corner on the other end. Vou will now have sixteen
picees, each thirty-two inches wide at one end and
four inches wide at the other. Put the wide ends
together, sow the strips tngether, hem the cdges
around the small hole in the centre, bind the outer
cdge well and fasten small stout cords at each of the
sixteen corners It is now ready for use. With
these small cords tie it to the lower branches of an
apple tree, wherever it is convenient. The tension
you give in tying will determine the sag in the
centre, 8o that you can accomodote it to the height
of the lower branches from the ground, Drive the
waggon under it, and shake all the branches immedi-
atcTy over the canvas  As the apples roll into the
waggon, a boy can casily pick out stems and leaves.
\When one sijc of the tree is finished, the canvas is
moved to another  In this way the apples are all
in the waggon when the shaking is done, except a
few that dvop outside the canvas If preferred, the
apples can be debvered in o basket and then emptied
mto the waggon. Such = device saves half the labor
of gathering apples, and if well made, of good
material, wiil last for years,



