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Mushroom Growing.

An inquiry comes from Bobcaygeon on the subject
of raising mushrooms, and weare rejuested to give
full particulars, including the kind of soil best adapted
to tho growth of mushrooms. The growing of mush.
rooms is a very easy and simplo process, exceedingly
simple and casy when ono knows how, and yet re-
quiring just that peculiar knowledgoe and akill which
can bo acquired only by patient practice, joined to
intelligent observatioz,

Tho first requirement is a suitable placo in which
to grow them. The best placeis ina cellar where
tho temperature never falls below 40° Fahrenhoit, and
nover rises above 60, and which can be made per.
fectly durk. Next to a cellar would be some vacant
out-building or shed, well shaded from the sun and
protected from searching winds, where the tempera-
ture can bo maintained without much fluctuation day
and night. We bave ncver known any ono at-
tempt growing them in the open air in this climate,
but at a favorablaseason of the year 1t might be done
by making tho beds on the north side of some building
and protecting them from rains.

The second requirement 1s a good supply of horse
droppings from working horses that are Liberally fed
with grain andhay. The droppings from those that
ave fed on roots, grass, bran and other soft food are
not suitable. This should be gathered fresh every
day, with as little litter as possible, and freo from
aticks, stones and especially any bits of iron, These
Qroppings should be placed under shelter in a heap
not more than four fect high, and of such length and
width as may suit tho convenience. They should
not be allowed to heat violently, and to prevent this
it will bo necessary to turn the heap frequently,
taking care when turning {to throw tho outside por-
tions into the centre, so that the whole may be evenly
fermented. The manure should not bo allowed to
become wet by ram or snow. When a sufficient
quantity has been accumulated to form a bed say
four feet wide, two high, and twelvo long, it may be
taken to the cellar, out-house or shed, and there
carefully built up as one would bwld a hot-bed. It
shounld be packed firmly, tramping each layer, and
leaving the surface level. Layers of six inches in
thickness will be about right to place on at a time.
Inabout a week tho bed will probably be ready for
planting. And hereis the eritical point. Here is
required that peculiar knowledge which only experi-
enco ean give, for if the manure be not in the proper
condition to reccive the spawn, it will be of no use
to plantit. It has becn well smd that “ when the
manure has become odorless, is of a brownish color,
binds well, is soft, and on being pressed does not
give out any water,” then it 1s 1 the right condition
for receiving the spawn. It 1t does not bind well,
or i3 wet, itis not ma proper state. If it docs
not bind it may be moistened a hittle, thetad made
over, turning it thoroughly, when it will heat
again, and in a few days be ready to receive the
spawn. If, however, the manure be wet, it will
not be likely to be ever of any uso. Caro must be
taken not to spawn the bed while the fermentation 1s
too active and the heat too great. The expenienced
grower can tell by thrusting s fingers mto the bed,

the novice may know by using a thérmometer,—not { b

putting in the spawn where, after inserting the bulp
into a hole in tho bed, the mercury rises ahove §0°,
yet not waiting for the bed to cool below 75°

Spawn ¢an bo had of all our large seedsmen. This
should be broken into picces about as large asan
ordinary hen's egg, and the pieces introduced into
holes made in the bed about twn and o half inches
deep, and then covered with the manure taken outin
making the opening for the reception of tho spawn,
These holes may bo made in rows across the bed,
making the rows about ecight inches apart, and the
holes eight inchos apart in the row, but placing the
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lioles in ono row opposite tho spaces in tho next row.
After the bed has been spawned it will be necessary
to cover it threa or four inches thick with clean straw
in order to keep out tho light, unless the bed be in
a cellar or tight shed that can be made quite dark.
When the spawn isreceived from the seedsmanit will
be very dry. 'This is as it should be in order to pre-
serveits vitality, Dut the bed will bo filled with
spawn more quickly, or, in other words, the spawn
will grow moro rapudly after being planted, if it is
allowed to lic in a damp place, not wet, ason thebot-
tom of a damp cellar, for a few days befors it is
planted.

In from four to six daysafter puttingin thespawn,
examine the bed, toseo if it Lo spreading in the
manure, 1f it is, fine white threads will boseen run-
ning in overy dircctior. from the inserted pieco into
the surrounding manure. If, instead of finding an in-
creaso of whito threads, the picce you put in has
become black, take it out and put ina fresh picce in
a new lole near the old one.

After the spawn has begun to spread itself well
through the bed, it will be nccessary to remove the
straw covering if one has been needed, and put on
a layer of fine carth. The best is sandy loam from an
old pasture field. Let it be finely pulverized, and
freo from clods or lumps of any kind. It should be
spread on very evenly aninch or twoin thicknessand
pressed down firmly with tho back of the spade.
Now cover again, if nccessary to exclude the light,
with clean straw. Inabout a month the mushrooms
may be expected to make their appearance. Gather
them when full grown by a gentle twist, drawing
them out of the ground, and filling up the hols with
a littlo fresh s0il. A good bed may be expected to
continue in bearing about three montha.

In our climate, where the heat in summeris so
great and the cold io winter =0 severe, by far the best
place for growing mushrooms isin the cellar. Yet
they may be grown under sheds in moderate weather,
though during the heat of summer it will be found
necessary to give the beds a moderatesupply of tepid
water every few days. In cellars, where the evapor-
ation is much less and the temperature nearly
uniform, beds will continuo longer in bearing and
require watering very seldom.

Asparagus Beds.

Tho use of asparagus as an edible plant is rapidly
on the increase in this country. A large proportion
of our farmersknew of it a fvw years ago only as an
ornament for trimming the rooms of the honse, or
rather as a useful perch to attract flies from the
mirror. As used upon the tables of hutels, 1t served
more as a garnish than as a relishable article of foou,
owing to the foolish notion that it must be cut mostly

under ground in order that it may be blanched, which
rendercd its outside coatings too tough for mastica-
tion. But weare getting over that notion, and
learning that only when the stem has been submitted
to the marvellous alchemy of sunlbight 181t reaily pala-
table food.
dozen years since, and found that when that portion
of the stem, growing above ground, is cut before the
kead begins _to unfold 1nto leaves, and cooked and
served in about the same manner that green peas
should he, it forms a delicious greens,

In giving directions for growing asparagus it may
o well to make two divisions of the suf;jcct.—the
growing of the plants, and the growing of the edible
stem. To raise the plants, make good ganden soil
rich and mellow, and sow the seed in dnlls fiftéen
inches wide and two inches deep. If the seced is
sown in rich ground, and well cultivated, the plants
will do to transplant, when a year old, but under
olv~<diinary cultivation they are better when two years
old.
It is well to sclect, when practicable, a decp,
strong, sandy loam, work it up deep and fine, and in-
corporate with the 30/l an abundance of fine_ manure,
an?you ought to do about the same thing 1f you cx-
pect to raiso largo croYs of any gurden vegetable.
The plantation may all boin one bed, or may be
divided up into beds about five feet wide, with ullc_zy:

Wo learnud that lessun more than aly;

two and a-half feet wide between them. In the
former case you would expect to walk upon the bed
in hocin;i. weeding, and cutting, whilo in the latter
you would keep in the walks, and reach to the middle.
Vith the wide beds, 1t would be well to plant in
rows from two to two and a-half feet apart ; with tho
narrow you could plant one row through the miudle,
and one within a foot of cach side.

The trenches for planting the roots should be dug
deep enough to admit the “crown of the roots being
covered three to four inches, so that the surface can bo
dug over two or tarée inches deep every spring. Tho
plants should be set about one foot apart in the row,
as they will spread enough in a few years to make a
compact mass of roots all over the ved, The firat
year the plantsshould be well cultivated, kept clean,
and allowed to grow pretty much at will, until they
show a disposition to go to sced, when they should
be cut off while in bloom. When they have com-
pleted their growth the stems should be cut down
and raked off, and the bed covered with a coating of
manure, which should be dugin the next spring.
Contrary to the common rule, we have practised cug-
ting some for the table the next spring after plant.
ing, but not much until the sccond spring, when it is
usually strong enough to cut frecly. 1t isstill an
unsettled question, whether aalt is a special fertilizer
for the asparagus. The notionarose from the fact
that 1t 1s found growing without cultivation, near
the sea. We have known beds to flourish without
it, yet a light dressing will do no harm, and may do
good.—Rural Itome.

To Destroy the Cabbags Worm.

Thinking, perhaps, tho numerous readers of your
journal would like to hear any suggestion relative to
the destruction of the worm and louse upon the cab-
bage or turnip plant, I make the following suggestions
as the result of experiments the past year : Beinga
fulldeveloped tobacco user, and knowing the dele.
terious effects the vile weed has on the human sys-
tem, and the offensive perfume an old pipe in a man’s
vest pocket has on all society, or his breath has to
every one that comes in contact with him, I began to
study, a«T had been defied in my gardens with theso
pests for the Iast four years, After testingevery-

"thing that I' could hear was a remedy for the worm

and louse, T adopted the following, which with me
has proved ‘“asure pop” remedy, with but little
trouble or expense.

My process is this. Ihad.atin tubo made 2 feet
long, with a hole throngh it § of an inch ; then I add
to this tube a picce 6 inches long, with a § inch holo
m this : till the large tube one quarter full of the
strongest smoking tobacco, made dry ; put in a live
coal, and then I am prepared for business. By blow-
ing into tho large tube, forc.ng the smoke through
the 3 tube amongst the leaves of the plant, the louse
will give way to this treatment at once, and the
smcke has a peuctrating fect on the louse, 50 as to
maka it very offensive to a second attack of the pests,
any one does not wish to get their face quite so
near the tobacco as to blow in the tube, a common
hand-bellows can be 1nserted m the tube and smoko
forced out very rapidly.

The way to do with this remedy is to go over tho
plants before, or as soon as yon see places caten
through theleaves; then I think it a sure thing, I
give a shuteh of the form of the instrument . ques.
tiom —N_ B M, Locust Grove Farm, Saratoga
Springs, N, Y —Rural New Yorker.
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TatrgE was a great stir, says Puack, in our gar-
den the other day. The potatees were ready to
Jump out of thar skins. The beet turned red to its
very roots, The celery lost their hea’, and the
cabbages their hearts, = The peas sp.t their pods
with excitement. The asparagus could with diffi-
culty be kept in its bed. The parsley culed itself
upin a corner. The cucumber alone mamntained its
halatual coolness. The cause of all this commotion
was the presence of a toted vegetarian, Tho pota-
tocs never took their eyes off him, -




