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THE VEGETABLE GARDEN.
Mushroom Growing.

An inquiry cornes fron Bbcaygeon on the subject
ot raising mushrooms, and we arc reIuested ta give
full particulars, including the knd of sot best adapted
ta tho growth of mushrooms. Tho growing of mush.
rooms in a very easy and simple process, exceedingly
simple and easy whon one knows how, and yet re.
quiring just that peculiar knowledgo ant skill which
can bo acquired only by patient practice, joined to
intelligent observatier.

The first requirement is a suitable place in which
ta grow them. The best place is in a cellar where
the temperature never falls below 40° Fahrenheit, and
nover rises above W0°, and which can b made per.
fectly dt rk. Next ta a cellar would be soin vacant
out-building or shed, well shaded from the sun and
protccted frou jcarching wînds, where the tempera-
turc can bo maintaincd without much fluctuation day
and night. Ve bave never known any one at.
tempt growing thom in the open air in this climate,
but at a favorable season of the year it might be donc
by making the beds on the north aide of some building
and protecting them from rains.

The second requirement us a good supply of horse
droppings from working horses that are liberally fed
with grain and hay. Tho droppings from thor o that
are fed on roots, grass, bran and other soft food are
net suitable. This should be gathered fresh every
day, with as little litter as possible, and froc from
sticks, stones and especially any bits of iran. These
troppings should be placed under shelter in a heap
not more than four feet high, and of such length and
width as may suit the convenienco. They should
not be allowed ta hoat violently, and ta prevent this
it will bo necessary ta turn the heap frequently,
taking care wlien turning [ta throw the outside por-
tions into the centre, se that the whole may bo ovenly
fernented. The manure should not be allowed ta
become wet by ram or snow. When a sufficient
quantity has been accumulated ta fori a bed say
four feet wide, two high, anu twelve long, it may be
taken te the cellar, out-house or shed, and there
carefully built up as one would build a hot-bed. It
should b packed firmly, tranping each layer, and
leaving the surface level. Layers of six inches in
thickness will b about right ta place on at a time.
In about a weeck the bcd will probably be ready for
planting. And lere is the critical point. Here is
required that peculiar knowledge which only experi-
enco can give, for if the manure be not in the proper
condition ta receive the spawn, it will b of io use
te plant it. It bas been well sait that " when the
manuro has becomo odorless, is of a brownish color,
binds well, is soft, and on beng pressed does not
give out any water," then it us in the right condition
for receiving the spawn. If it does net bnd weP,
or is wet, it is net in a proper state. If it does
net bind it may be moistened a hlttIe, tho ld mado
over, turning it thoroughly, wlien it widl ieat
again, and in a few da3 a he ready to recoive the
spawn. If, however, the manure b wet, it will
net be likely to b ever of any use. Caro must be
taken net ta spawn the bed white the fermentation is
tee active and the leat too great. The experienced
grower can tell by thrusting his fingers into the bed,
the novice may know by using a theirnonter,-not
putting in the spawn xlicre, after inserting the bulb
into a hole in the bed, the ncrcury rises above 80°,
yet not waiting for the bed ta cool below 75°.

Spawn eau be had of ail our large soedsmen. This
should b broken into pieces about as large as an
ordinary len's egg, and the pioces introduced mtao
hales made in the bed about twi and a half inches
dcep, and then covered with the nianure taken outin
making the opeuing for the reception of the spawn.
Thes ioles may b mado in rowa acrosa the bed,
making the rows about cight taches apart, and the
botes eight inchos apart in the row, but placing the
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holes in one row opposite tha spaces in the next row.
After tho bed bas been spawned it wi'i be nocessary
ta cover it three or four inches thick with clean straw
in order to kcep out tho light, unless the bed be in
a cellar or tight shed that can b made quito dark.
Wheu the spawn is reccived from the seedsman it will
be very dry. This is as it should b in order te pre-
serve its vitality. But the bed will be filled with
spawn more quickly, or, in other words, the spawn
wll grow more rapidly after being planted, if it is
allowed to lie in a danp place, net wet, as on the bat-
tain of a damp cellar, for a few days before it is
planted.

In froam four ta six days after putting in the spawn,
examine the bed, ta seo if it b sprcading in thie
manure. If it is, fine whito threads will b scn run-
ning in overy directioi. Irom the inserted piccO into
the surrounding manure. If, instead of fiiding an in-
crease of white threads, the piece ye put in lias
become black, takce it out and put in a freshi picce in
a new hole near the old one.

After the spawn bas begun ta spread itself well
through thei bed, it will be necessary ta renovo the
straw covering if ene bas been needed, and put on
a layer of fine carth. The best is sandy loam fro an
oid pasture field. Let it b finely pulverized, and
free from clods or lumps of any kind. It should be
spread on very evenly an inch or two in thickness and
pressed down firmly with tho back of tho spade.
Now cover again, if necessary ta exclude the lighit,
with clean straw. In about a month the mushrooms
may be expected ta make their appearance. Gather
themn when full grown by a geutle twist, drawîug
them out of the ground, and filling up the hole with
a little fresh soil. A good bed may b cxpected to
continue in bearing about thrce months. •

lu our climate, where the heat in summer us se
great and tue cold in winter so severe, by far the best
place for growing mushrooms is in the cellar. Yet
they may be grown under sheds in moderato weather,
though during the hleat of summer it will b found
necessary ta give the beds a moderatesupply of tepid
water every few days. In cellars, where the evapor.
ation is much less atid the temperature nearly
uniforu, beds will continue longer in bearing and
require watering very seldon.

Asparagus Beds.

The use of asparagus as an edible plant is rapidlly
on the increase in this country. A large proportion
of our farmers knew of it a fuw years ago only as an
ornament for trimming the rooms of the house, or
rather as a useftul perch te attract flies from the
mirrer. As used upon the tables of huotels, it served
more as a garnish than as ab relishuable article of foot.,
owing te the foolish notion that it inust be eut mostly
under ground in order that it may be blanched, which
rendered lts outsido coatings ta tough for mastica-
tien. But wc are getting over that notion, and
learning that eonly whici the stemn lias been subnitted
to the marvellous aluheiy of sunhlaghit is it really pala.
table fond. Wu Larned that lessun mare thin a
dozen years since, and fouind that when that portier.
of the stem, growing above ground, is cut before the
head begins t unifold iata leaves, and cooked and
served un about the same manner that green peas
should b, it forma a delicious grecis.

In giving directions for growing asparagus it may
be well ta make two divisions of the subject,-tîe
growing of the plants, and the growig of the edible

To raise the plat., nmako goud garden soi,
rich and mellow, and sow the sced in l dils fifteni
inches wide and two inches deep. If the secd is
sown in rici grounil, and iell cultivated, the pIalts
wil do ta transplant, when a year li, but under
ordinary cultivation they are better whuen tio years
oId.

It is well ta select, when practicable, a deep,
strong, sandy loam, work it up deep and fine, snd in.
corporate with the soil an abundance of fine manure,
aud you oughit ta do about the saine thmng if you ex-
ge to raiso large cro s of any gardenu vegetable.

The plantation may al bo in one bed, or may be
divided up into beds about fivo feet wido, with alleys
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twa and a-half feet wido between them. In tho
former case you would expect to walk upon the bed
in hoeing, weeding, and cutting, whilo in the latter

oiu wouId keep in the walks, and reach to tho middle.
Vith the wide beds, it would be well to plant in

rows from two ta tu o and a-half fect apart; with tho
narrow you could plant one row through the miudlo,
anil one within a foot of aci aide.

The tronches for planting the roots should bo dug
decp enough to admrit tho ciown of the roots being
covered thrce to four inches, so that the surface can bo
dug ovcr two or thrse inches decp overy spring. Tho
plants should bc set about one foot apart in the row,
as they will spread enougli in a few years ta make a
compact mass of roots ail over the bed. Tho first
year the plantsshould b well cultivated, kept clean,
and allowed to grow pretty mucli nt will, until they
show a disposition ta go ta sced, when they should
be cut off while in blooi. When they have com-
pleted their growth the steme should b eut down
and raked off, and the bed covered with a coating of
manure, whiclh should b dug in the next spnng.
Contrary ta the conimon ride, we have practised cut-
tng sone for the table the next spring after plant-
ig, but not nucli until the second sprunf, when it la

usually strong cnough ta cut frecly. It is still an
unsettled question, whether sait is a special fertilizer
for the asparagus. The notion arase fron the fact
that it is found growing without cultivation, near
the sea. We have known beds ta flourish without
it, yet a liglit dressing vill do no harm, and may do
good.-I.ural liome.

To Destroy the Cabbage Worm.

Thinking. perhaps, the numerous readers of yeur
journal would like ta hear any suggestion relative ta
the destruction of the worm and louse upon the cab-
bage or turnip plant, I make the following suggestions
as the result of experimnents the past year : Dcing a
full developed tobacco user, and know ing the dole.
terious effects the vile weed bas on the human sys-
tonm, and the offensive perfume an oid pipe iii aman's
vest pocket bas on aIt society, or his breath bas ta
every one that cones in contact with him, I began ta
stuly, ai. T had been defied in my gardens with these
posta fAr the last four years. After testing cvery-
thing that I could hear ivas a renedy for the worm
and lause, I adopted the following, which with me
lias proved " a sure pop " remedy, with but littlo
trouble or expense.

My process is this. I had a tin tube made 2 feet
long, with a ble through it j of an inch ; then I add
ta this tube a picce.6 inches long, with a f inch hole
in this : tilt the large tube one quarter full of the
strongest smoking tobacco, made dry ; put in a live
coal, and then I am prepared for business. By blor-
ing into the large tube, fore.ng the smoke througlh
the j tube amongst the leaves of the plant, the louse
will give way ta this treatmient at once, and the
snoke lias a peettrating -.ff;et un the louse, so as ta
nake it very offensive ta a second attac.k of the pests.

If auy one does net wish ta get their face quite se
near the tobacco as ta blow in the tube, a common
iand-bellons can bu inserted mii the tube and smoko

forced out very rapidly.
Tho way ta do with this remedy is ta ga over tho

plants before, or as soon as you sec places caten
tirough the leaves; then I thik it a sure thing. I
give a sketch of the form of the instrument i. ques.
tion -N3 B M., Locust Grove Farn, Saratoga
Springs, N. Y -Rural .Neo Yorker.

TanER was a great stir, says Punch, in our gar-
den the other day. Tho potatoes were ready ta
jumnp out of their skîns. The beet turned red ta its
very rots. The celery lest their liea , and the
cabbages their hcarts. The peas spot their pods
with excitement. The asparagus could witlh difli-
cuity be kept in its bed. The parsley cuiled itself
up in a corner. The cucumber alone mantained its
habitual coolness. The cause of ail this commotion
was the presence of a xloted vegotarian. Tho pota
tocs never took their cycs off in.


