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eccond year of the grawth of the plant, and when it
has been twice mowed, the first time for hay, and the
second time for tevd. No deubt he is correet so far
asanalysis goes bat experiencee se nie to show that m
every-day farming the Iand 18 more benefitted by the
E]oughing under of the erop of growing clover, than

y the entting the two crops (the hay and the seed.)
and then ploughing i the roots alone with what re-
waing of the czown of the plant. H thivisso, it
merely shows that the plovghed in crop of cloveradds
more nitrogen to the soil for the coming crop, and
that the root cvenin its carlier stages afforde s faryge
a portion of unneral clements as to e of the greatest
importance. This «ffeet of the cnltivation of decp
rooted plants isa matter that requires_and deserves
10 be well thought over by our })ramcnl farmers, and
adapted to the circumstances of each farm

The Otier, or 3acket Willow,

The cultivation of the willowas very simple. It
requires o rich, moist xoil, which is not too wet, such
as our alluvial bottoms, or the low, damp mecadows
that lie between Lills, A light soil 18 preferable to
one that is too compact, and where the masture is
in excess, the land should be so dmuned as to carry
off the surplus water withont le.vung the sa too

dry.

In preparing the greund fora willow plantation,
the first consideration i that it skall be cleared of
all underbrush and weeds, and doeply ploughed and
well harrowed  When this wurk 1s done. the land
sfonld be lightly worked off in raws three fect apart
and the willow cuttings, which shonld be 9 inches
long and of the last year's growth, <hould be planted
along the rows at a distance of a furd apart, Durng
the first year, in order to give the juung w.lowsa
vigorous start, the soil should Le loscnied v th the
shovel plough and the cultivater, takmg care to
leave the surface flat at the last wartking.  Any one
who knows how to cultivate ¢rn will understand
what amount of cultivation is required in an osier
plantation during the first season after planting.
After the first year, a single hoeing, in May or June
to keep down weeds and briars and bushes, will be
all that the plantation will require. Some willows
may be cut the second year; butit is much better
not to touch them until the third season ; after
which they may be cut annually, with the certainty
of an increased product cach year.

When the plantation is at its best, two tons of
pecled willows to the acre is an average crop. The
time of cutting varics, Some cut and strip as soon
as the bark will peel freely in carly swsmer; but
this plan, though frequently followed, is objection.
able, inasmuch as whilst it Jeaves the scason of peel-
ing very short, it also tends to the injury of the

ntation. The plan which is more approved in the
orthern States, is to cut the willows in the fall of
the yecar, as soon as the Jeaves are off, and stack
them in bundles on the field until winter setsin,
They arc then hauled off to a low piece of gronnd,
which 1s_capable of being flooded, and set butt
downwards, As soon as the spring has fauly opened,
the picce of land, which is banked up all round and
only occupies 2 small space, is flooded to the depth
of aix or cight inches. This fleoding starts the sanin
the willows, and they are then pecled at Jemure.
The process of stripping 18, however, a tedious oper-
ation, and costs ordinanily from two to four centsa
pound of dry willow. A Kentucky planter, some
time since, in speaking of pecling the willow, said:
‘When I was n young gardencr we used tomakea
¢t many baskets, aud the best way we knew to
get off the bark of the willows wae 0 boil themin
some kind of an old pot, it iz a very casy way, and
very simple.”  This plan might be improved where
the willow :s cxtensively grown. Long troughs,
through which hot water or steam could be forced,
might do the work of many days scraping, without
injury to the willows, Machinery is now used for
this purpose, which is said to part]y cconomize the
Tabor of striping aml to dorta waerk well Of this
machite we have no perses d hnanlodee -

In selecting Osiers for plantmge e *hauld be
taken to chovsy aoue hat the boed varicticy For
heavy work where vep A vols ave waal, Mo C
Downing recagmends Parhed willow, & 50 Forbys
ang. It1s very tough and healthy 5 bur when peeled
does not winten well,  Tor getieral ey b regards
the purple willow, Salir proprrer, as duadedly the
best, :xlﬁmngh it does not tulerate excuss of wetness,
Its productive powers are said to be 1cmarkable, and
for “fine whele work, itis prevegy ¢ 1 44 have no

superior.  The next best willow is the long leaved
Triandrons willow, »alic triandra, which whitens
beautifully, is very tongh and pliable, and grows
vigoranely wath less dramnage than any other of good
quahty, Foreplit hasket work it is a general favorite.

Finally, we say to those who contemplate setting
out an Osicr plantation, that before doing o it is
advisable they should vieit the best of those that are
alrcady cstablished, #o as to glean all the information
that is necessary to carry on tho plantation economi-
cally, and thercfore successfully, ~ We have no per-
sonal experience ns to the profits arislng from its
eultivation, or manufacture at home or clsewhere.
We cnly presume it pays from the fact that through-
ou the countrya !ar§e quantity is raised. A genge-
manin the State of Vermont, some yecars since,
stated that he had tried the Salix Riminali, and rated
the produce the second year after planting (at five
cents per pound) at $750 per acre.—Maryland Farmer,

Conquering Oanada Thistles.

My udghbor M, owns an exeellent Jarm, in which
he takes great pride, seldom cver failing to raise good
crops of whatever he plants ; doing a hearty shsre of
the work himsclf, and thoroughly superintending all,
there are few things but what arc kept intrim order,

and we call his the best farm i the district. But the |

biext regulated machinery will go wrong somctimes ; a
screw gets loose, a cog breake, or a belt flies and
causes temporary derangement, So an atom deranged
the neually smoothly-moving machinery of Mr. M’s
farm  In passing over one of his outlying pasture.
ficlds oue day, he came across a few curious looking
thistles. Now M. is a man of good intelhgence and
fair cducation, but a Lknowledge of the science of
botany was not amoeng lus accomplishments, so he did
not suspeet the real nature of bis uewly-found pests,
but like a careful husbandman, had them grubbed ont
immediately. Chancing around that way some time
later, he was st prised to find lis thistles thnving
wonderiully and exteuding their area on all sides.
This was attended to by auother course of grubbing
out, which, however, failed, as the first had done, to
more than temporarily arrest their progress, for
2 week or so found them more thrifty than cver. So
the war wen’ on for two ceasons, Lill the putch from
the space of a few yards, had extended over some.
where about the fifth of an acre. Meanwhile Mr. M.
had found out the trne nature of this trottble from a
visitor from a rcgion where Canada thistles abound;
and thoronghly alarmed, had redoubled his efforts to
exterminate them, trying various suggestions from
different sources, all to no purpose.  On o part of the
ateh,galt wasepread at the rateof over three-hundred
bushels to the acre.  This, whil« completely destroy-
ing all other vegetation, scemed 10 scarcely affect the
thistles atall. G mbbm%rthem out became a hopeless
task, so mowing them off was resorted to to kewp
them from going to seed, til! some ‘acans for their
destruction could he found, and so tinckly had they
occupied the ground and so rank was their growth
the rich, deep soil, that great swarths were rolled up
in mowing hke winrows.

Finally it was suggested that if they could be kept
{rom sceing the light for a season, it wanld kill them;
but the matenals for this smothering-out process not
heing at hand, 1t was concluded as the next best plan
to cultivate the ground ¢b thorcughly that none could

ow. Ko last spring the fiehd was planted with
corn, and as soon as the thistles began to make their
appearance, the cultivator was started and kept
almost constantly goiug, with a men following with
n hoe to clean out such shosts =as were miszed,
Soon a tripple hoe was substituted, and more, where
the thistles grew several times betwern ¢ com-
row, forcing the shovels dccplf* into e carth. T
wau continued till the com, which grew very rapdly,
was too large, after which hocing waa kept up as
often ax any thistles showed themselves, thiroughout
the season. And towards the last, after an interval
of two wecks, but two or three fechble plants would
be found, and Mr. M. fecels very certamn that next
geason will finish them with less than half the labor
that it took this scaxon.—Corr. Pon. Telgraph.

Note v Ep. C. F.—There is no cure for Canada
thistles like planting au Indian corn crop 34 feet at
least apart, aud keeping the caltivator gnmg while
once thistle is tobe seen.  The corn erop will repay
the labor, and the thisths will Le killed. If any
survive, répeat the operation the followirg year and
thiat will settle the viatter.

Evergreens for Bural Improvement,

Onc of the much necded rural improvements could
become universal at small cost to any one family,
that 1y, to plant say six evergreen trees around every
farm homestead. They may e encased with rails
for a few years after being planted ; when they grow
large they will shelter the homestead from cold gusts
in winter, give it alively look all the ycar, and
beautify the country at large. How warm and
comely evergreen troes look, when the deciduouns
specics are naked and bare. ‘Curkeys and hens prefer
roosting on evergrecn trees, to Leing shut up in
filthy coops all might ; the branches are arranged to
suit fowls to roost upon ; there they are sheltered
and are beyond the reach of foxes and other animals
that prey upon them; they kril? free of vermin,
enjoy health, and are generally more profitable.
In'the heat of summer they get under the trees for

shade and the Jower branches being near the ground
and widely spread out, afford large, shady and airy

coops. A good mastiff watch dog will protect the
fowls from man thieves in the night time, Farmers
ehould consider how greatly eve n trees noften
the hard and cold winter gusta and tame the force of
summer tornados, and by the shelter they afford,
thereby save animals from sudden chills, and build-
ings from destruction. Being moro dense and massy
than deciduous trees, they are doubly valuable for
shelter.  If farmers grow deciduous trees for summer
shade near their buildings, they should grow the

large growing fruit trees, apples and cherries. These
are at oncs profitablesand beautiful. The species of
cvergreens are numerous. For every kind of soil,

sandy, loamy, and clayey, we have specicsto sait.
In no other country do farm homesteads look so
bleak in winter as in America, rem.uding us of
“‘pelicans in a wildernces and owls in a desert.”
Farmers rather glory more in the destruction of trees
than in growing them. Our wealthy and discerning
agriculturists will haye to take the lcad in thus
beautifying their farmsteads with evergreen trees, as
they have done in introducing so many superior
breeds of domestic animals.—Practical Farmer.
Corn in Hills end Drills,

At the Michigan Agricnltural College in 1868, two
plots of land wi:l‘:?: sct apart, suhotugi(t:iglly equal in
character of soil, each measuring forty-eight rodsin
width, The ground was ploughed May 5, aul manure
was spread evenly and worked in by cultivator and
barrow.  Yellow Dent corn was planted May 21, in
rows four fc. s apart ; one of the plots being planted
in hills, the other in'drills, The plots were cultiv.
ated and hoed June 15, and again July 7 ; the &hnts
Leing thinned 30 as to leavo the same number of
stallts on each plot, including the equal distribution
of plants throughout the subdivision of the plots. As
nearly as possible, cach of the.two plots received the
same amount of labor and cultivation. The stalks
were cut Sept. 17, and stacked in order; three
weeks aflerwards the corn was husked and weighed.
The stalks then :‘fun carefully stacked, and were
hauled and weighed, in good condition, Oct. 12, The
corn on the portion planted in hills was better in
quality than on that planted in drills, Butthedrilled
portion produced seventy-four and one-sixth bushels
of ahelled corn, and three tons of stalk to the acre,
against sixty-five and one-half bushels of shelled
corn, and two and two-thirds tons of stalks per acre
produced by the portion in hills.—Rural World,

Broom Com.

The Baltimore American Farmer says :—<The
land should bhe prepared as for & common’ corn crop ;
and upon this, 1n proper order, open a furrow with a
shovel-plough (or drill will be best, to save labor) ;
let tho furrows be three and a half to four fect apart,
n-ccordin%'to the strength of the land, then sow the
accd in the drill, and follow with the plough to cover
thesced.  Imother respects, ! .
keeping it clear of weeds. Land rich, or highly-
manured, will produce_one thousand pounds of the
brush to the acre, besides the seed, which is cqual to
corn, with a little salt thrown upon it, for fxitening
hoge, and is highly rclished by horses and cows. 1t
will furnish wore secd or grain than oats,

cultivate as for corn,

Avsrratiay  Cory.—A  correspondent  of the
Western Farmer, writinig from Barabo, Wisconsin,
sayshe hay found Aw ian corn onc of the best for
fodder that he has met with. He had 300 pounds of
shelled corn from n quarter of a pound of aced,
planted two kemnels in & hill four feet apart oue way
and two feet the other.  Many of the stalks had six
cars, and none had less than two.



