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The Skunk.

Ayos t00<it, C.îuuivora tlître is a well.,tt<imîed fiiîmiily
ilînt are tli<îgî~ilb>' Ilîcir t1 nick îîan i'tive

inov'eniemte ani loy tlîe special adapt(ation of tlîeir
long -%at IIî'xiblh bodie's for itisinitating tlieniselves
itîto irro%' andi torituons passages in senreh of their
i)re:-. Thiis i-s site- ieast'l fiiiiily. of wlîicb it' prin-
cillai sjîeeiniens ii tlîi% couîntry' are (lie ininak, the
îqktnk, the i'easel. andI narten. Tie tirst of tliî'se
lias alrcatty licen tlescritueîl in (te C.tN.tiIA Ftitx>:it
tlîe second is tlie solijt't of tlîe presetît notice, andt
tlîc accoaîiuanying illuistration, tlie latter copieul
front n speciiiien ili (t' Uivtersity Mîisiui. .Alaîoït
every one iii Canad.î wlio liveit iii (lie connirv liaî
eitlîer scen lit' afiimal. or knows soinetlîing abotuil i
Ly mieans of niotlier setîse lisait Iiat of visionî. nui
if tie lias ever sniels, thîe creatore. ive venture' Io s:îy,
will never forget it. Netirly every niemtr of Ille
wveasel faiiiy is ditnthi'lby a st.roîg udoîîr.
but tlle skunk is ili (lus respect pre.eîninent. Tlîe
offenîsive. piingoul. and siekeîîing e'tliviinii of (ilits

,aniinal is nlot, liowever, at ail tiîevi t'nite,. toîigl
ive doubt very match if titi-

cricature is ever sweet. Thte
source of this pectiîiar otlour
ii au oiiy Ibuid secreteti by
tznaIt glandis near tlic root of -

(Le (ait, auLti capable of Leing-
ejecteti by tLe animal at pleil.
sure in a sinial strean i t C
to a considerable ttish:uice. -'

A fea' of its îîear ru'l.tiomi"
possess, tiotîgl flot ili ait '"

eqtîai Jegree, (Le saine pecti--
liar mnîcs of defence; iiat u

,inilar instance is furîiistieutd
by a marine aninial verv Iln-
lîke tho skunk iti cvery oitier t' .. N

respect. naniely, (lie îlessaie-
lista, wiicti tvhîel altackeut or
in (langer, bailles ils puorsiers
by eîaitting in vcry coîisiuter-
alo quanlity an inky tiitid, Fervîng îlot omity to
doter pursuit by ils ouffenmsive nature, huit to en-
velope tLe aîinial ilsi îtrkiies.s ant (ue afforîl tLe
aseans of comiccalmnîet.

In general form and :îlpar-aîce tLe skunk pos'
se-sses the lisat charactristic conformnation of its
(ribe. IL is abot ciglîleen inclies long, tait incîndeti.
Ils head is saial. tLe situent short, the ears smait anti
rounadeti. The for is coarsu, andl of littie or no coin.-
nierciai value. The fait is lonîg andl Losliy Thie
color is sulîjeot (o considerabie variation; bt th(e
geaiemal shatie, is black or dark Lrowa, relieveul ly
one or more distinctty iîarked stripescaf white. The
fore feet are stroiig. furnisheti witb l'ive stouît claws,
weil adapteti for burrowing. Tlîe legs, lifte tliose of

aIt ils famity, are very short.
Itl abits are noctiiial,,anti iL féedts princîpaliy

on mice andi other " smail deor,"* being speciaity
fond of (Le ponitry yard, where ils depredations
among (lie eggâ anti yoting cliickens are maueb dreati.
cd. Dnrîng summer tLe windows of ceilars are
sometimes loft open for tLe sakie of coolness, ant iIf
not protecteti Ly wire gauze or somte asimilar cover-
ing, the *ercature is apt to make a prying andi pre-
da(ory'i'isit mbt tLe bouse. Woc Lelide (Le inmak'.s
if (bey attack il wLiie tînder (Loir roof'. The house
would retaiuî (Le Lorriui stenchil for wreeks afterwards.
Ttîe safest plnit is (o lot (Le animal atone, and it wiii
qnietly take itls tepas-ture Dogs, uniess they are
tit- vériest pinppiu's or (raineti veteraus, wili scidont
atiark if, 'anti if' tlîey dlo, tire almuost certain (o receive
stîcL a discharge 0f tuie Itoit artllery caver (Leiri

alîtbleîîîdîcnal irtes s ln iîti-pasîîote.ILS
icke iî udoleîieuoî îîsLi tepe u

it.s tise tu any extent. 31r. Wtîod, in lis Natuiral
Ilîstory, relates t.he case of a muinisler w'Lo %vas in tlie
habit of uising il. flot internally, Lut tbroîîgh (lie
medium of Liî olfaclories, as a remedy for spas-
modio asthma,t ivhlich ho was suibjeet. For tlis
purpoee lie carrieti abut wih hint a saisit quamtity
in a smclling-Lottle. On o11e occasion. feelinîg li'
breathing oppressed whilît preaclîing, lie liad ri!.
course to ]lis tisuai reunedy. Wliethcr lie obtaineuî
(Le ulesireti relief is flot stated, buit tLe efluviuin
wliich pert'aded (Le clîtrcli as soon .ai hle reinoved
tie stopper of Lis smeliing-bottle speeiiily disp)er.,ul

fue congregalion, and savel Lima (Le trouîble of fin-
ishing his sermon. Strange as it may seeni, it is
nQverthelessý a fact,tliat Ilie flcsL of (Lais animai 1q
uîset a food, anti is said Ly (liose whiohave flot
lîeen deterredth (e tiatîralpjrejuidic entertaineti
against a beast so odoriferoii't Io be sweet and
palalable, resemblisig 8soewhat (lie flavor of roast
pig. On the whoie, Lowever, while we ivould give
(he cmatuire nil credit for any service lie înay rentIer,
we think ho can be weli dispenseid wîtl eithor
front (ho larder or tLe pharmnacopoeia.

Hlow to Skin a Bird.
Tu h dit 1or'of Tait CÂANÂDA FÀîîmnn

Sîu,-Seeing la your journal occasional elîquiries
concerning the best unethotis of reînoviuîg and pro-
serving tLe skias of varioltis animais, 1 venture, blair-
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bodNst us to rentier them for a long tinie fitterward
intolerable to ail about (Loin. Suo dogs, liowcver
taccquir filie art of killing if instantly, by a stidtci

asîring and gril) before il, bas liail tinie 10 înit ils
oîl'ensive liqoiîl. Il is sisid also Ilit if the (ail be lielti
down, or tlie animal be suspcnded by that menîber
il, is deîîrived of flec power of tjtetiiig the pulîigent
secretiori.

It iqiisiully ouf a pea.cefîîl andi quiet dispositionî
nnd ont> wliei iittackeii or irr'itateil duos it bring
ilil0 reiiitiAititii ils pectîiar menas of defenco. Il 1s,

imoreote<r. îîotwillisianding ilA ii tulotir, of soute oise
Io the agrictîlttîriqt, îlustroviîîg n. grent nuiber of
lioxiolis itîseelts, griîbs and simili a,îimals,wlîose depre.
dations ivoiuld oflierwîse serioîîsly aff'ect the f.irnier's-

tlent iii itspowverorust.itf.îrotectioni,wiIll llowvand tîto.st
invite a siea-r appruacl; so thînt strallgers 10 its.
habit s art' saut titi fret'iiintly allîîred by ils apparelit
dociiity iii <o an atteililt Io capture it. The conse-
qiiences b:fle udescriptlion. % frieîîd reci eut a visit

siieh au siidq ci tira( tl ui <lie lirai rie. has ing elîcuî iitered
and tried <o> catch, lie said. ' suiel a pretty lit tle bîlack
ouid wlii:e creature, wifli a bîîslîv tait." lie wanted
accommoatiu ionî. anti otir fritnqi's lîospitality was
sorely laits to tlie test. The pungenl secretion wîich
the animal ui îîîltvs for ils tiefence is saiul ttu pusse:ss

*pince whiere voit intend ï4kinning. Lay it, on n table,

*on ils baick, witli flic feet, front voit. antd Ie bond a-i(
wnrds yoor loft eibow. Separnle the féallier ont the

jbreast boue (o, the right andu loft; pull1 off (lie down;
tho lint t (rougli the otiter skin nat ne fîmrther, %villa
n sîaruknifé. Ctfoi u uginîgo i rai
bone tot(le vent. 1 ave a little powdered clialk by
voit. lio liait wlien von ]lîave skinned a part of it yoit
caugti t eUi skin vritl clî:lk, itîd if will lace ndliere
tg) tlie Itest %% lieu voit lenve off'. By lnstog a blant
aiick or (lie liandie of yotir kîuifc v'ois can skin to tLe
luach. The tlîiglîs shlit now be presseti inwards,
liat (t'e hin turned back so far ns (o enalule voit to
s'îmarate the' legs frot the body nt tlie knee joint.
The skiuî is tiien pîîlled tlownwnrds ns iow ns the
rîuîîî). %% hieli is out close Ly flie insertion of thîe (ail,

bîît in sucb a mannor ns not
(o injure tlie fealliers. The
skiîî is now drawn upawards
the letîgtli of the wings, the

b ontes of wlîich mitât aiso Le
- cuL at flie shouîlter joints.

IL is Iliont pitied ilu uintil
ail flic Lack part of (lic sktîll
is laid Lare, wvhen the verte-
brat of (he stock slîoîîlî Le
separ.tctil front tho liest, and
tie rest, of (ho botdy front the'

uffic fiý isno ( L rînove te i front oute

îîîaîlibe, aso fuuu hew atende win es, rîîîpf
amui lie .ivîy or the ekîilflîcî vo itauak cotni

uîow ~ i~eli îîbb t wih rsng soap, iril
of urpntie, r (e sitiou 0f orrs e unimnle

ofIlneh iti inserteit ti lîîîî upne lro tire acngier
iniblepa, wls frit the bonwdereti ca leor, (o upe

a'nt Ile çilet foth desroyuîg iled skin.ctno
toiv Th whoe isideof he siai liad. âc. mu.

iîio b,'e rabb.UO ni' h arîsenict Coai spairis
ofJ wetlia ar he foleto of clisie plturi a liinte,

thn t ekt r inve rob nd liasLiil, ail tton arv Pra o
whîite plier leave alte on buding. iL is no sitiî
ont ilseg, inst rm e Lyi le rme ie lmsle

(lic ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~A B.gne or(enie0 ii as B.scn

tîtiet is not singiaor Bn Iliese t Cornwall ain
%tt tirs a few c nof Ille blîtfis nst onc thîe
trlin is arrfe fli roilns brige i one alil trn oits
coîîs thllanti (are il rbruildnI its f'ail r stby,

the nflin ore hernis of e as Bet oni clien-y
(filet is sa u o g oirrn -the eueof thria Conws.a

gcntlnî. A wlo% hcarsjst oreuet W frnot cuylaia, o
ficfories us that iris nbige one roostainsr pai-

leghiany, ili fliatState, sortie ninety miles front BJuff'alo,
covcring an sarcla, of fifleen miles in lengtb, by Iiu'c (o

,«ix miles in width. Over six hnindred Indsans and a
thlonsanti white men, we are toId, Were onîthe grotînti
rccently, andi cnt dowil nîuch valuasbie timber (o get
the " sqîîabs"-doing luch damage. Over two

tîntiidreti barreIs of sqtabs were sent lu New York in
one day.

8i.îng $0omo expericnacc in flic art, (o $end Ilic foilowing
. directions for sl<iîning any laird of moîlerate size,
a sueh as a wild pigeon.

M'ien voit have glial, socl n laird. ivliieh vo inteîid
Ifor stuffliig, tirqt examine the wvoîîoî, not, by pulling
off11 flic feathers, bot by gently paitting nside te

bloigr rilit nalr. len wit tr (lier andul (lion
fellwier halot afis le witliyur fIers oid byon
snl qnotsit rond <hott bor iave nd ist spn
snd iiostris it rond otnll orav rastin sin
with voit to remnol' any spots of blood that ioay Le
on tie fenthers. Take the bird by tlie legs to Ile


