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re eug placed in an ordinary sitting- "ful type; so that old and worn out
'cth y§orn, or a dealer's shop. It is per- | specimens may be mistaken by the

t fecly hardy, and may be safely unwary for nestlings. Of late years,

‘ l\ Wmiezed out of doors, provided a place a breed of yellow Budgengars has been
ar. ofslleltel may be prepared for it, to, produced; a pair of this culour, in
whe wh'ilnt can retire, when it pleaqes,,wluch the characteristic undulations
y frorh rain and cold. The length of were very faint, were exhibited some
 th thisibird is about seven inches, of which years ago at the Alexandra Palace Bird

3CC[‘ﬂis tail measures three-and-a-half. Show, and were sold at £6—10s.

general colour of the plumage is A blue variety, it isstated, has been
rajs green, which harmonises 0 ex- | also seen more than ouce; and there .
tly with the swrrounding vegetation | is litule doubt that, in o few years time .

up hai it can with difficulty Le detected | there will be as many kinds of Bud-
alr‘byﬂle observer, whether the bird be gell"alb as there are now of canaries.

ad

his:
pag

h

zhs of the gum trecs or busily eu-,dlstmamshed from its mate by the,
aged in feeding upon the seeds of the ' blue shade of the cere surrounding ihe ,
2ps that forms its usual diet. The nostrils, which is buff or brown in
ts .-.-_. of the adult Budgeligm is of a,the fema,le, and founs a differen iatmn

n }ﬁ?vsnw in the shade, among the, ' The male Budgerigar may be readily

eanh fen,thm being edfred mth & cre- I‘he story of unplmclpled dea.lels
iri e?xated border of grey, which gives to malmwa practice of destroying the
'eci0 part of the plumage a scalloped | "Dlue colour of the cere with caustic,

0 dulated appearance, whence the ' aud then palming the birds off on their
’m flderives the names by which it is 'customers as females, is unworthy of

nt ‘!mgn among English dealers, of shell cxedlt and is, I believe, really devoid

unpRizDdit, Ze.)*a'md TUndulated Parakeet. ‘of foundation in fact,. but to obviate
y Smgfauthoutles devive the naine from , the possibility of becoming the victim
"Lhe ight, which is undulating. The of a paltry fraud, the intending pur-
m t feathers of the wings are darh ,chaser will do well to make choice of
azcgrey*, edged with green, and have each | a respectable dealer, in a large way of.

att

}‘!E}jlmnsh greenpatch in the centre; bumness. Such a man has a reputation
15 bhe-Fvo middle tail feathers, which are to sustain, and would not find 1t pay
fir tw Jonger than the rest, ave burrht to have recourse to petty trickery,
el ueé the remaining feathers of t.he!The customer will either get what he
‘nciali sre yellow, with green tips, while ; wants, or be plainly told that it is not

ez
s, tuo -bacl\ and tail coverts are vividly Ithen in stock.

presn, as ave also the breast and vent. .  Habitation.—The Budgerigar, as

: 1 miqmll portion of the tail feathers is ! this pretty bird is called by the abor-
)

the beak is white, the legs are igines ofits native land, is indigenous,
or rather light-slate colour. The; to South Australia, whence it retirves

g tis yellow, ornamented with fom: northwards db the close of the breeding
m&ﬂl spots of bright blue, of which | j season, which usually commences in
(1203 r. 2 small band extends down the ,Decembu and ends in July or August;

ro?‘& of the beak on each side, giving, two, sometimes three broods being
r«t‘t_& appearance of wearing a mous- pxoduced during that time. These,
piésedie. The scalloped or undulated | ,birds are eminently

av (,‘"ill‘lOll'i——ll,S

(supply of & sufficient quantity of nest-

ing accommodation, without which
there will be mecessant quarrels for
tavourite sites, and small hopes of
successful breeding. 1t is better not
to associate the Budgerigar with any
other species, uspecially the Astrilds
or tiny ornamental finches, as these
impudent little creatures ave in the

. babit of filling all and sundry nest box-

es, whether intended for their own
use ov thatof their comnpanions in cap-
tivity, with grass, feathers and rubbish
of every deseription, to the utter dis-
comfiture of the poor Budgerigars.

Dreeding.—In their native fields the
undulated Grass Parrakeets breed in
the hollow branches (spouts) of the
gum trees, making no nest beyond
smo,ot,]xing the cavity they have fixed
upon for their nesting place. In the
aviary they ave not at all particular,
and will avail themselves of any little
boux, rotten log of wood, hole in the
wall, or cocoa-nut husk, that their
owner may place at their disposal, in
which to lay their eggs and bring up
their familes. As a nest for the Bud-
gerignt 1 very much prefer a
cocoa-nut husk, and I  think
most of my birds are of the same
vpinion; It should heve a small hole
at one end, and be supplied with a
perchi beside the hole, where the male
can sit and sing, while his mate is en-
gaged with her important duties inside.

(Zo be Confiuued.)

WISDOM OF THE WOODPECKER.

In California the wocdpecker stores
acorns away, although he never eats

"them. He bores several holes, differ-

ing slightly in size, at the fall of the

.year, invariably in a pine tree. Then

he finds an acorn, which he adjusts to
one of the holes prepared for its
‘reception. But he does not eat the

e ungq ave continned all over the _many pars will lx\cpeaceably together , acorn ; for, as a rule, he is not a vege-
uh@ﬁ] in young birds, before their first . a8 the size of the room or aviary in tarian. His object in storing away the
inteRlt: and strange to say, in extreme { Which they are kept w:ll aduut—The | acorns exhibits foresight and knowledge

.

7 the plumage reverts to this youth- only preceution necessary being the of results more akin to reason than to



