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reap placed in an ordinary sitting- fui type; so that old and wornt out supply of a sufficient quantity of nest-

Ctt r8om, or a dealer's shop. It is er- specimens may be mistaken by dhe ing accommodation, without which

d fery hardy, and nay be safely unwary for nestlings. Of late years, there will be incessant quarrels for

t1 win ered out of doors, provided a p1lace a breed of yellow Budgerigars bas beeni tavourite sites, and small hopes of

an if elter may be prepared for it, to produced; a pair of this culour, iii successfnl breding. It is better not

wk h it can retire, wlen it pleases, which the characteristie undulations to associate the Budgerigar witlh any

Ly ftom rain and cold. 'Tie lengti of were ýery faint, were exhibited sonie otier species, especially the Astrilds

tht bird is about seven inclies, of whicl years ago at dhe Alexandra Palace Bird or tiny ornanwiital fincies, as these

:cche tail umeasures three.and-a-ialf. Show, and were sold at £6-10s. impudent little creatures are in the

s f M general colour of the plumage is A blue varie.ty, it is stated, lias been habit of filliig all and sundry nest -box-

whea s green, whici harmonises so ex- aiso seen more thm once; and there es, whether intended for their ow»

t t y with the surrounding vegetation is lit>le doubt that, in a few years time use or that of their companions in cap-

upth it can with difficulty be detected tLere will be as many kinds of Bud. tivity, with grass, feathers and rubbish

aiirjybe observer, whether the bird be gerigars as there are înow of canaries. of every description, to the utter dis-

n ifesing in the shade, among the The male Budgerigar may be readily comfiture of the poor Budgerigars.

ad hgs of the gum trees or busily en- distinguished from its mate by the Breeding.-In their native fields the

nes ~d in feeding upon the seeds of the blue shade of the cere surrounding the undulated Grass Parrakeets breed in

t s that forms its usual diet. The nostrils, which is bulff or brown in the iollow branches (sPouLs) of the

ts of the adult Budgerigar is of a the fenale, and forms a differentiatmng gum trees, inaking no nest beyond

re. primrose color; the neck, shoulder mark that can scarcely be overlooied by simoothing the cavity they have fixed

is wing-coverts are vellowish-greeni, even the most inexperienced amateur. upon for their nesting place. Il, the

p feather being edged with a cre- Tie story of unprincipled dealers aviary they are lot at all particular,

ir éeéted border of grey, which gives to makinig a practice of destroying the and will avail themselves of any .ittle

-e part of the plumage a sealloped blie colour of the cere with caustic, bux, rotten log of wood, hole iu the

h Updulated appearance, wlience the aud then pahming the birds off on their wall, or cocoa-inut husk, that their

;br&derives the names by which it is customers as females, is unworthy of owner may place at their disposal, in

nt Ldn among English dealers, of shell credit, and is, I believe, really devoid % hich to lay their eggs and bring up

un t, Zeba and LUdulated Parakeet. of foundation in fact,. but to obviate their familes. As a nest for the Bud-

yor e authorities derive the naime fromn tie possibility of becomnng the victn gerigar 1 very much prefer a

att i-iht, wlnci is undulating. The of a paltry fraud, the intending pur- cocoa-nut husk, and I think

mn feathers of the wings are dark cliaser will do well to naie choice of most of my birds are of the same

atffl3? edged with green, and have each a respectable dealer, in a large way of. upilion; It shnould have a small hole

i owish-greenpateh in the centre; business. Such a man lias a reputation at onne end, and be supplied with a-

middle tail fathers, which are to sustain, and would not find it pay perch beside the hole, wiere the male

firi longer than the rest, are briglt to have recourse to petty trickery, cau sit and sing, while is mate is en-

ne he reiaining feathers of the The custoiner will either get what he gaged with her important duties inside.

.ncaÚi 4re yellow, witl green tips, wlile wants, or be plainly told that it is lot (7- be Continued.) -

s. àháback and tail coverts are vividly tnen in stock.

as are also the breast and vent. Hialbt«tio.-The Budgerigar, as WISDOM OF THE WOODPECKER.

1quill portion of the tail feathers is this pretty bird is called by the abor-
ýT : the beak is white, the legs aie igines of its native land, is indigenous In California the woodpecker stores

or rather liglit-slate colour. The; to South Australia, whnence it retires acorns away, although he never eats

ChIJ is yellow, ornamented with four north wards àt tie close of tne breeding them. He bores several holes, differ-

m 1ispots of bright blue, of which season, which usually commences in ing slightly in size, at the fall of the

coi r, a small band extends down the December, and ends in July or August; year, invariably in a pine tree. Then

roMd of the beai on each side, giving two, soietiimes three broods being lie finds an acorn, which he adjusts to

TJhé appearance of wcaring a mous- produced during thiat time. Tiese une of the holes prepared for its

e. Ti scalloped or undulated birds are emninently gregarious-as reception. But he does not eat the

ànge are continued ail over the manny pairs wil live peaceably together acorn ; for, as a rule, he is not a vege-

in young birds, before tieir first as the size of the roomu or aviary in tarian. His object in storing away the

t: and strange to say, in extreme whici they are kept will adnut-Tie acorns exhibits foresight and knowledge

thei pilmage reverts to this youth- only precautioni necessary being the of resuls more akin to reason than to


