—

“you do; :nq matter what you-don’t‘do, no

" matter whether you ever love me or not, I.

never can help lovingjou. Now, that was

~a’human being:who said that to me once:

If, then, that is the huiman, whero is the

. God' of all love. . We will get to sce it
~sometime or other that e cannot help.
loving . the creatures He has made. It

seems to me there has been a great deal of

. wrong teaching, that I shall always insist

has been wrong, that God loves only good
people, that you have to be good before

. Heloves you : it is not'true !

~And now let ine say a word about be-
lieving,” There is a great deal said about
believing that is no believing at all. You
will never believe until a truth has taken
- such a grasp upon you that you will act it.
Only what_you live you believe, so that a
great deal of the talk about believing the
creed and the believing of the Bible, does
. not amount 6 anything: You never be-
lieve ‘what you do netlive. Youmay hold
an opinion, an intelligent opinion of the
truth, but thab is not life at all.  Whatwe
necd is to see the love of God. I heard
of a mother who had an idiot child, and he
grew up to eighteen years of age, and he
was so -ubterly loathsome that only the
mother could endureit, could eare for him ;
and when she was asked how she could
stand it, she said: ‘If he only gives me
one look of recognition before he divs that
I am his mother, it will more than pay me
for all I have done for him in eighteen
years.’” And think of God, with all his
idiotic children that IXe Joves, waiting for
n Joolk "of recognition that He is their
Father.  No condemnation ! Oh, will
you take it this morning? I.wonder if
‘you will go out’ from here this morning
-saying, ‘It does not matter now who con-
. demms me, it does not matter how much I
" have condemned myself, there is no con-
demuation from the lips of the unaccusing

. Christ.’ Then self condemnation will be-

gin'to pass away, ahd you will come out
into" life, into the joy of little children.
No condemnation, no separation !—Mar-
guret Bottome. a
UNCONSCIOUS . SELF-CONSCIOQUS-
T NE .

BY REV. JAMES I, HILL, D.D.

There is a humility that is very. oppres-
sive. Saul had it when he hid among*the
stuff. His very cffort to be liumble be-
trays his absorption in self. So is it with
the man who keeps exclaiming : ‘Do not
bring me into prominence.” Do not keep
dragging me before the public. If you do
not desist pushing me to the front, I shall
retive from view .altogether. I am not
hungering after so much notoriety.’

His tendernesson the sole matter of con-
spicuousness reveals where his thoughts
are.” The very cffort that a man is often
seen to be making to obscure himsclfis the
first evidence that any one in the company
thought that process necessary, and it is
suggestive to notice who it is that feels
that everybody is thinking of him.

Nothing was said about prominence or
publicity. = A sorvice of n useful character
was asked, but the thought of prominence
came not from the thing to be done, nor
from the usefulness of it, but from the
recollection of self. The very effort that
it is deemed necessary to make to secure
concealment tells its own egotistic tale.

Do not think that. every one who drops
into a back seat is oblivious of self. ‘Lot
them find me.’ He is sometimes as con-
scious as a man sitting for his picture.:

One may even attract attention to him-
self by his cfforts to be humnble, Hescems
to enjoy hearing what others say of him,
while he is protesting his lack of conse-
quence. Iiven self-reproach is often the
most subtle form of vanity, ~ The man dces
it so self-respectfully that he shows that in
doing it he fecls himself to be verily black-
ing a statue. -~

The carefulness sometimes employed to
mike sure that no flowers will be sent to a
funeral in the family often inakes the im-
pression that i many a case one overesti-
mates the number of ‘his friends, and also
their devotion. Some men begin early in
life' to vestrain expression in the matter of
a monument on occasion of their death.
They .scem to feel that if things were
settled ‘by their merits or according to
public expectation, or with a just regard to
one’s prominence, something heroic would
certainly be done. '

| seerated Christian .young woman,

T e e e ey L
"A man will sometimes boast as to the in-

‘frequency with' which he has used the pro-

nouns' of the first person :singular—I,"
‘mine,’ and ‘me’—in his addresses ;-whereas
this very omission, ‘seeing: it was done

against such odds on his own pirt, reveals

the finest and purest egotism. o
‘Now a morbid- absorption in self will
never be overcome by any cuntemptuous

‘treatment of it, and its worst feature is

that it impedes one's heartiest efficiency.
An enthusiast is not'thus trammelled, for
his whole attentivn is centred upon his.ob-
jeet. Johu ‘the  Baptist did not conduct
his mission as if he felt chiefly that others
were looking at him.' ‘An athlete cannot
perform his most difficult feits, requiring
poise and intrepidity,” unless he- forgets
himself. o oL
It is unconscious sélf-consciousness that
makes many Christinns resist the divine
Spitit-when ‘he incites them to pariicipate
in a public social 1nceting, “Why do they
not go over to the point.of view of the
Spirit, who'is vrging a duty, or the stand-
point of the leader,of the meeting who

wishes and riegds theit, aid ? :
Such -persons are weighted down with
self. Let go-of yourself. "All joy in ser-
vice is, till then, denied. - Say, not I, but
Christ - that  dwolleth in me. Cultivate
simplicity and naturalness.—Golden L.

. ——————
IS SHE NOT A HEROINE?
'BY THE REV. JOUN D RUMSEY,
(A Trae Narrative;) .

_ Heroism is not merely standing bravely

for-the right-in the face of some threatened:

danger. It isalso a noble devotion toa

great cnuse -in spite of .many difficulties.

It is self-devotion to a worthy object mani-
festing itself in action, o .
According to this definition, we believe
the subject of .our skoteh is a heroine.
Althoidgh not her name, we will call her
Miss Davis. S :
» Miss Davis lives in the western part of
Wisconsin. Her: home is in the' country,
some distande from any villnge, Sheisnot
strong physieally, having been obliged to
give up her desire. to secure an education
on account -of ill-health, but she is & con-

.*About three and 3a half miles from Miss
Davis’s home is a country school-house on
the bank of the Mississippi river.  Ilere,
seven years ago, Miss Davis and a Chris-
tian friend organized a Sunday-school.
Tor nearly a year they carried on the school
together, and then.the friend had to leave,
Did Miss Davis give up the school? Not
at all. Alone, she has bravely carried on
the schoo] ever since. .
helpers, with no Christian to consult with,
with no Christian to call on to pray, she
has faithfully kept up the work, The road
to the school-house is through a dark
ravine, with but few houses on the way ;
yet over .this lonely road, summer and
winter, for seven years, Miss Davis has
travelled three miles and a half every Sun-
day, and held the Sunday-school.. Occa-
sionally shoe has had some help from a visit-
ing Christian friend or when a Christian
would happen in the neighborhood, or from
some of her own family, but usually shehas
been alone with her school. )

Instead of being discouraged in her work,
Miss Davis has desired to do more, and
about a year ago she organized a young
people’ssociety. The Sunday-school meets
m the morning, the society in the evening.
As in the Sunday-school, so in the socioty,
she is the only Christian. No one else to
pray, no one elseto give testimony, no one
else to lead, yct she faithfully keeps up the
society, and some twenty-five young people
gather with her, with whom she studies the
Bible, and to whom, she reads sermons and
Christian storiés. JTs she not a heroine?
Is hers not a noble self-devotion to a great
cause ? Ias shenot the spirit of sacrifice
for the good of others? Isshe not winning
tho Master’s ‘well done ¥ ~ :

Dear Sunday-school workers, before this
true heroine, should we give up or hesitate
because of thelack of helpers, or other dis-
couragements ?  Think of this young
woman going three and a half miles over a
lonely road every Sunday, for seven yenrs,
to hold Sunday-school - without a Christian
helper ! Think of her during the last'year
making a second journey at night, and lead-

ing & young people’s meeting, with not a

single Christian present to help !
We do'not wonder that the members of

With no Christian | -

{ho schiool and society surprised Miss Davis

at-Christmas time, and presented her with
ahandsome gold watel, - R

“Last: fall a few  Christian - young men
twenty-five miles away from the .school~
house visited ‘the Sunday-school, "-So im-]
pressed were they witli the young teacher’s
devotion, that all the fall, as long as the
weather and. roads _permitted, they drove
nearly-every Sunday the twenty-five miles,

assisted in the Sunday-school, and after-

wards held a prayer-meeting. Thus Miss
Davis’s heroism inspired others ; and we
do not doubt that her prayers will soon be
answered, and her devotion and faith will
bé rewarded by'a harvest of souls and an
abundance of Christian helpers.

. May - this recital of the devotion of a

Christian heroine with no more than or-|

dinary ability, with poor health but strong
faith’in God, inspire andincite others to go
and carry the gospel to the needy districts
about them!  Such heroism would start
and maintain a Sunday-school and young
people’s socicty in every district school-
house.in our land.—Sunday-School Times.
. ——————
HELPS FOR JUNIOR WORKERS.
A Bmre Srory.—Mr.. Thomas Wain-
wright suggests, in the Illinois ndeavorer,
this excellent plan: ‘Appoint a child to
read & Bible story during the week, suit-
able to the topie, if possible, At the next
meeting the story is tobe told in the child’s
language, omitting the names of all persons
mentioned. When the story is finished
the other children are to supply the names
of tho characters of tlie stery. While all
are interested the superintendent will have
opportunity to bring out the truths taught
in the story. Appoint a boy one week and
a girl the next, and you will be surprised
at the intercst taken in it . -

A MissioNaky Ponrrrorro.—‘This,’ snys | 04

the Young People’s Standard, ‘is something
that our Juniors will enjoy, and something
that will greatly aid the iissionary com-
mittee. Cub from illustrated papers and
magazines pictures of our missionaries, the
churches and schools in which they work,
and the houses in which they live; also
pictures of natives of heathen lands, their
home life, cte.” Paste these smoothly on
back-grounds of heavy white eirdbonrd ;,
place them in a large maniila envelope,
such as editors use for newspaper clippings,
and trace upon the envelope, with o small
brush and vermillion paint, the words,
“Missionary Portfolio.” Such a set of
pictures can be added to from time to time,
and the children will never tire even of the

old ones.’
el e -

SCHOLAR'S NOTES.
(From Westminster Question Book.)

LESSON VI.-MAY 6. 1891,
JOSEPH'S LAST DAYS.—Gen. 50:14-26,
COMMIT TO MEMORY vs. 2120,
GOLDEN TEX'T.,

‘The path of the just is as the shining light,
that_shincth more and more unto the perfect
day.—Prov,.4:18. '
: HOMYE READINGS.
M. Gen, 45:16-28~The Invitation to Egypt.
T, Gen, 46:1-7, 26-34,—The Journey to Egypt,
W, Gen, 47:1-12,--Joseph and his Father,
Th, Gen., 47313 ‘The Years of Famine,
¥, Gen, 49:1.33.—The Death of Jacob,
S. Gen, 50:1-13.~The Burial of Jacob,
S. Gen, 50; 14-26. —Joseph’s Last Days,

LESSON PLAN,
1. Shadowsof an Uld Sin, vs, 14-18,
IT. Christlike FPorgiveness. vs. 19-21,
111. Ending of o Good Lifle, vs, 22-26,

TIME,—B.C. 16891635, from™ the death of Jacob
to the death of Joseph.

Pr.ace. —~Heliopolis. or perinps Goshen, whero
Joseph may have spent-his last days.

OPENING WORDS.

There is an interval of about cighteen years
between the last Iesson and this. (Sce Gen.
45:16-50:13.) The lending incidents arc—Joseph
sends for his father; Jacob comes down into
Egypt, is met by Joseph, presented to Pharaoh,
sottles in Goshen, where he lives for seventeen
years, dies B.¢. 1689, and is buried by his sons in
the cave of Macpelah,

HELPS IN STUDYING,

" . Joseph relurned—after he had buried his
father, 15. Peradventure—*it may be.! The
guilty consecienco cnuses fear, Requite—punish
us, 17, Wepl—touched by their penitenco, and
hurt also by their doubi of his love. 18. Fell
down—fulfiiling the dream for which they had so
bitterly hated him, 19, Am Iinthe place of God?
—'am Lin the position tointerferein the purposes
of God to direet his plans? 20, He thought-cvil
—he was too candid to sny they had not sinned.
God meant it for rood—God took your sin and
uscd it for your good. 24. God will surely visit'
you—ho belicved in God's promise. (See ehap.
46:4.) 25, Took an oath—Jacob took a similar
onth from Joseph in regnrd to his own burial,

‘QUESTIONS.

' INTRODUCTORY.—Howlonganintervalbetween

the lust lesson and this? Give au outline of the

events of- this intervdl, Titlo7 Golden Text?’
Lesson Plan?. Time? Placs? Memory verses?
1. SitApOWS oF AN OLD SIN, vs, 14-18,—=Whero

-{did Joseph go after burying his father? What -

did his brothers fear? How did they address
Joseph? What prophetic dream did.this fulfil?
Gen, 37 : 7. . How did they press their plea? How”
did they illustrate Prov, 28:132 P
II. CRISTLIKE FORGIVENESS. vs, 19-21.—How
was Joseph atfected? Why 7 -What did ho say
to hisbrothers?  How had God brought good onts
of their evil?  Did this make their conduet oy
lIesswicked? Whatdid ho promise them 7 -Iow
should we treat those who injure us? What ex-
ample of forgiveness has Christ given us? - What
do we pray for in the fifth potition of the Lord's
Prayer? . ) :
IIT, ExpING oF A Goop Liwgp. vs. 22-26.—To
whatage did-Joseph livet How was ho blessed
in hisold age? How did ho show his faith in
God’spromise? Hcb, 11:2%_What oath did he
exact from the Israclites 7. Wnat was Qong with
hisbody 2 How long did it remain unouried in
g’«}gygt? Where was it finally buried? Josh,

PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED.

1, It. is good for men to confess their sins,

2, The evil comes from man ; the good follow-
ing itcomes from God, : ,

3. Children’s children are the joy of old people.

4. Mark the perfeet man, and bebold the up-
right: for the end of that man is peace, Ps, 37:37,
° " REVIEW QUESTIONS.

1. What did Josepli’s brothers fear after their
father's death? Ans, They feared that he would
hate_them, and pay them back for the evil they
had done him. )

2. What did they entrcat from Joseph? Ans,
They prayed him to forgive their trespass,

3. How did Joseph removo their fears? Ans.
He said unto them, Fear not.  And he comforted
them and spoke kindly unto them. ‘

4. What dying request did he make them?

Ans. He took an oath from them that when they
returned to the promised land they would take
his remains with them.
. 5. Wasthis promise fulfilled? Ans. The Isracl-
ites bore the remains of Joseph wilh them to
Canaan, and finally buried them at Shechem,
Ex, 13:19; Josh, 21 32.. . .

LESSON VIL-MAY 13:1804.
ISRAEL IN EGYPT.-Ex, 1:1-14,
COMMIT TO MEMORY vs, 8§10,
GOLDEN TEXT.
‘Qur help isin the name of the Lord.'—Psalm

HOME READINGS,
M. Ex, 1:1.14.—Israclin E;z ' pt.
T, Psalm 105:1-25.—-God's Cure over Isracl. -
W, Psalm 91 ¢ —God the help of the Afllicted,
Th. Psalm 140 : 1-13.—A Prayer for Deliverance,
F. John 8:21-36.—The Bondage of Sin.
S, Rom. 9: Freedom from Sin.,
S. Psalin 142 ; 1.7.— Bring my Soul out of Prison.
LESSON PLAN, :
I. Rapid Increase. vs, 1-7,
II, Crucl Enslavement. vs, 8-12,
I1I. Sore Oppression. vs, 13, 14,

TiME.~B,c. 10351571, from tho death of Joseph
to the birth of Moses,

PLACE.~-Goshen in Egypt. -
OPENING WORDS,

Tho book of Exodus continucs the history of
the Israclites’from the death of Joseph, It was
writton by Moses. 1t means ‘o going out.' Itis
so called because it tells us of the departure of
the Israclites from Egypt.,

HELPS IN STUDYING.

1. Now these--a.conlinuation of the history
given in Genesis, 3. Benjamin—though young:
est, he is set before the four children of the bond-
women, 5. Souls—persons, Gen. 12:5, Seventy
—including Jacob and Joseph with his two sons,
9. Joscph died—s.c, 1635, aged 110 years. (Sce
last lesson.) 7. Jhruilful—incrensed rapidly.
(Sce Gen. 46:1-3.) 8. A new king—a new line of
kingscamoe intopower. KnewnotJoseph—cared
notforhis greatservices. 10, IWisely—cunningly. -
His policy was shrewd, but not wise, 1. Zask-
masters—over-seers who made them work hard
for the king., TI'reasure citics—walled citics
used as storage-places for grain nnd other valu-
ables. Pithon and Raamses —citicson the eanal
connecting the Nile with the Red Sea. 13, Rigor
—severity., 14, Mortar—clay for making bricks,

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY,—What 1s the menning of {he
word Exodus ? Of whatis the book of Exodus
an account? By whom was it written? Why
did Jacob and his family go to Egypt? How was
the way prepared for their going? Title? Golden
Text? Lesson Plan? Time? Place?  Memory
verses?

I. RArID INCREASE., Vs, 1-7.— Who was Isracl ?
What were hissons’ names? Hbdw many of his
family went to Egypt? ow many are men-
tioned in Acts7:143 How did they incrense in
Egypt? Of whatpromise was this a fulfillment:?

I1. CRUEL ENSLAVEMENT. vs. 812,—-What
change took placoin Xgypt? Whatdid thisnpw
king fear? How did he reason? What did he
determine to do? Who ere placed over the
Israclites? . What citics did they buildg What
was the result? Who was their Helper?

III. SorE OUPRESSION. v8, 13, 14..~How were
their burdeus incrensed? What were they re-
quired to do?  What slavery and oppression are
more bitter than these? John 8:31. How may -
we be freed from them? John 8:36; Gal, 5:1,

PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED.

1. Men often forget their benefactors,

2. God never forzels his promises.

3. He never forsnkes his people in trouble,

4. Wicked men eannot defeat God'splans.

5. Nobondage is so bitter as thatof sin,

6. Christ alone can free us from it.
REVIEW QUESTIONS,

1. What was the number of the Israelites when
they wentinto Jigypt? Aus. Scventy persons,

2. How long did they remain in Egypt? "Ans,
Until the time of Moses. . o
- 8. Did they increase or. deerense in numbnrs 3
Ans, They increased abundantly.

4, What change took placo in Egypt? Ans,

at § O,

“There arose a new king. who knew not Joseph.

5. How did he treat the Isrfrclites? - Ans, He
made their lives bi}wr with hard bondage.

N
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