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Conference of last -September gave prolonged and earnest atten-
tion niainly to two subjeets: the union of Methodism and highier
education. The union enterprise is working on toward comple-
tion, and in forining a Il'Basis of Union" the large joint
Oomniittee unanimously determined to adhere to the past
educational policy of Metiodism. At the last Generai Conference
our Educational Society was placed upon an improved footing,
aud stops wêre taken to arouse the whole Ohurcli to increased
interest and liberality. The plans of the Conference bave been
énergetically followed out by the General President and others,
and thus far with inost encouraging success.

This Educational Society, liaving important relations to our
Universities and Theological Sohools, lias also, through those

~nqitt:ssthe most vital relations to the general progres and
power of Methodism. It lias vital relations to our Sunday-
sohools, for these Sunday-schools require teachers, periodicals,
and libraries, in fact a great'ýbody of Christi an literature and
Christian workers. These varions helps and appliances must be
supplied by the Ohurcli, and wilf be supplied very largé-ly
thcough the guidance and productive power of our higlier semin-
aries of learuing. The Educational Society bias, of course, vital
relations to the pulpit, both in» the ordinary and in the missionary
work. It lias important relations to the homes of our people, for
these homes will take on &. higlier character when father and
mother have been made to feel, iu their earlier days, the benefi.ts
of Christian culture.

We shovid not, indulge in narrow, one-sided views of the office
and sphere of the Christian Ohurcli. The Ohurcli of Christ, in the
future as in the past, must stand in the centre of ail thegret in-
tellectual and social forces of the world ; working upon the spirit
of the age, working through the spirit of tlie age, wrought upon
by the spirit of the age. She must leaven and modify al things
seoular, or be leavened sud modified by theru. :Eer history thus
far bas generally been an exaruple of both the one sud the other.
But the struggle for thle mastery was neyer before what it is to-
day. Nfew and trernendous forces have corne into play. Tlie power
of the press, the free, rapid interchange of idem~ over the whole
eaxtli, 3ome nqw tlieories ln science, a blind, bewildered sense of
suffering among the poor, the power of strong combination among
opeiatives against the reai or supposed oppression of the


