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the wernen we-rc much atove the average size and sitreiîlgthl.
Reuben MilIer's cye:, tillcd withl tears oftcn ais lie watelîcd hîi..;
daughitcr, and s:-id te iînself, 11Oh, îvhat is te Ce lier fatte? Wlîat
man is ý%%orthy of the ivife shec Nvill Le ?" But the village yeople'
saw only a liealthyv,.Iiaidsomie girl, "ýovcrgrewn," tliey thought,
and ccas qucer as lier fitherci tefore lier," they saýid, for Drax.3,
very early in life, had withd(rawn lherseif ,omewh,,t fri-A the
companionsliip of the young people of the town.

As for Jane, shec loved a.nd reverenccd Draxy, vcry nîiucl as slue
did Reuben, with. touehing devotion, but wvithout aiîy real coin-
prehension- of lier nature. If she sometimes feit a pang in seeing
how much more Reuben talked wvith I)raxy than ivith lier, lioew
much more lie sought to bc -with Draxy than wviti lier, she stifled
it, and, rcproaching lierself for- disloyalt-y to ecd, set hers,-eif to
w-ork for thein harder tlîan btefore.

In Dr,-axy's sixteeuth vear the final hlow cf misfortune fell upoti
Reuben Millcr's liead.

A brother of .J.î',for wvhoîn, in an hour of foolislh ge.nerositv,
Reuben liad inclorsed a note of at considerable axueunt, failed.
Reuten's farîn was Ctlready heavily rnortgaged. Tiiere ivas îîeth-
ing to bc donc but toelld it. Purchasers were flot plenty nor
cager; everybodyv knew that the farîn mnust be sold for whatever
it would bring, and each manî whlo thought of lTuying lioped te
profit somewhat, in a lecritirnatc' and Christiani way, by l{cube(n's
extremity.

Rteuben's courge ould hav îtterly forsa-ken liiîî niow', exepît
for Dra-xv's cainines;s. .laie svas utterly uiiîeirved ; wept sileitly
from morniiîg tili nighit, aind iin1 I-re.1 Reuten te see lier hrother's
creditors, and l:eg thein te release hinm front lius obli.gation. litt
Draxy, usualiv -se gentle, gre'valos stern when suhsugge(s-
tions were maide.

",You don't uîîderstanid, inia," sic etid, with flushing c1weks.
"Lt is a promise. liathîer nîust pay ir. HP eminot ýisk to have it

given back to lini."
But wvith ail Dra-xy's inflexibility cf resolve, she could îlot lielp

being- disheartened. She couid flot sec how tliev 'ere to tive;
the three roiîns over the store could easily be fitted up jute anl en-
durable dîvellinug-place ; but wlîat was te supply the food whicli tlic
farm. had hitiierblo given themn? There wvas literalty île way opent
for a. man or ai wvenan to earn moncy in that littie farniiing vil-
lage. Each famnily took care of itself and hired ne service, exCAept
in thc short seasen of lîaying. Draxy iras an excellent seanistrs,
but she kneîv very wcll that the pric of ail the sewingy hired in
the villŽige in a yeir ivouir net keep thein froint sta.rving. The
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