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TRADE RESTRICTIONS MAY PROVE BENEFICIAL
IN DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

——

RADE restrictions announced by Canada’s War
pon manu-

Trade Board will have a salutary effect u 1
facturing conditions in Canada. More raw materials
will be worked into marketable commodities iqstead of
being exported to the United States and then imported
again as manufactures. As stated by Mr. Et.iward- 4 P 2
Shewen, of St. John, N.B., consulting engineer to the

Public Works Department of Canada, in his contribution

to the eighth annual report of the Commission of Con-
i derives

servation » “In exporting raw material, a cour}Ery
from its natural products the least advantage.

Referring to this aphorism, Mr. C. E- W. Dodwel.l,,of
Halifax, in his contribution to the report of the Committee
on Conservation presented at the last annual meeting qf
the Canadian Society of Civil Engineers, Says that this
enunciation is a flash of genius, entitling Mr. Shewen—
until and unless he disclaims originality—to the Nobel
prize for the year or
‘“The only proper way in which Canada can €ver hope to
pay the interest, to Say nothing of the 'pnr}apal, of t.he
numerous loans that have been raised to ]ustlfy and main-
tain our proud position in the Empire,”’ says Mr. Dodwell,
vwill be to exploit and develop ©on sound husiness
principles the almost unlimited natural resources within
our borders. : / ,

«Take the crudest but most forceful case, = A ton of
pig iron to-day is worth about $56; converted into w;vatch
springs it is worth nearly $40,000- In the process 0 con-
version it is increased seven-hundred fold in value. The
f nearly $40,000 has been added to 1ts

enormous sum © : i
nting the difference between its

value, this sum represe
actual and its potential value.

the Cordon Bleu of the Academy. .
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«“This is admittedly and purposely an extreme Case,
but the principle underlies the whole subject. A cord of
pulpwood is worth six or seven dollars. Ground into pulp
it is worth about $20; converted into paper, even the
cheaper form of wrapping paper, it is worth over $200.
A ton of gypsum is worth a couple of dollars. Calcined
and ground, and thus converted into wall plaster, it 1is
worth about $16, an eight-fold increase.”’

These are but three of numerous similar examples
which could be quoted. In order to grapple vigorously
with these and other problems, and to insure proper CO-
ordination of effort, Mr. Dodwell suggests that a new de-
partment of the Federal Government be created. He
would call it the Department of National Development, Or
the Department of Conservation and Development, or the
Department of Development and Industry, or the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Industries. In it he would
group and co-ordinate the Commission of Conservation,
the Honorary Advisory Council for Scientific and Indus-
trial Research, the Fuel Testing Laboratories, the Forest
Products Laboratories and all other g()vernmeht branches
or sub-departments which are connected with any feature
of development Or research. He suggests that the new
department be manned by a staff of scientific men and
fully equipped with funds for carrying on extensive re-
search work in many branches of scientific industry.

DOMINION POWER BOARD

IN accordance with the resolufion passed at the last
annual meeting of the Canadian Society of Civil En-
gineers, the Dominion Government has appointed a
Power Board to co-ordinate the development of fuel and
The government is to be congratulated upon its'e

power.

action. Such a board is necessary to ensure the greatest
cconomical advantage from the use of our national
resources.

Few other countries are sO fortunate in the advantages
accruing from splendidly located water power and coal,
and few countries have sed such advantages tO SO great
an extent as the people of Canada. During the period of
the war, there have been many unfortunate but, it is hoped,
temporary difficulties in meeting the urgent demand for
fuel for domestic purposes and power for manufacturing.
Unless a deliberate attempt be made to have the use of our
water powers and our fuel resources co-ordinated, and a
policy evolved which will realize such co-ordination in the
years to come, the recent difficulties in fuel and power
needs will be aggravated. The government has, there-
fore, taken a wise step in constituting a permanent board
for the consideration of problems of such vast importance
to all parts of the Dominion.

Cheap power promises to be one of Canada’s greatest
assets in the post-bellum industrial rivalry of nations -for
world trade. Our fuel resources, supported by our
water powers, should be a sure source of cheap power,
and should ,quaranfee Canada her share in world trade, if
they are availed of to their maximum possible advantage.

————

MOBILIZING CANADIAN LABOR
N mobilizing the nation’s full  labor PpOWer, the
government has taken  proper action. The times
demand deeds, not words. The fate ‘of liberty-
loving nations trembles in the balance. Recalling with
just pride what her sons have accomplished, fully as§ured
that their courage will meet every test, that their will for
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