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rock Lacrosse grounds, where, thcy had ait opportunity of hoaring
the band of the 5th Royal Scots and of witnessing the Iltrooping
of the colors."l
( NVEDNHSDAY.

Win. Brophy. of Boston. Mass., read a paper cntitlcd 1,Some
Points in the Transmission af Electric Encrgy.- Mr. Brophy
%poke chiefly oi the danger of the presence of free clectricity in the
ground as brought about by the elcctric streot railway compadies.
it was rapidly destroying the watcr and gas pipes put in for the
service of the public. ln the case of gas pipes there vins danger to
human lice addcd, because a spark might bc produced and cause an
explosion. Thero wvas no reason wvhy an cicctric company shouid
have, in addition to the privilege of carrying passengers, the privi.
lege of destroying the public's property.

Ex-Chic! Dimrcll, of Boston. moved tlîat a special committee
bc appaintel to collcct information on the mattcr and prepare a
report to bc distributed arnong ail the municipalities where trolley
wircs viere in use. The National B3oard of Ui ndcrwriters w'ere aiso
invited to take part In the investigation.

John Riddeil wvrote, giving the resuits of surmo personal obser-
vations on thc effeet of the electric curront on pipes. Thu elc-
tricity jumped to the best conductors. down through the damp
ground until it reachcd the water.pipes, In which its action could
be scen by the number of littie holes wiere it met with any ob-
st ruct ion, îvhereupon it rushed again to the rails. Theelectrolyzed,
particles knockcd off viere curiously light. Upon examination the
viriter had found that the iron had largely disappeared. thus result-
ing in a reduction- of speciflc gravity to about one-fourîli. The
ground axound thc c!ectrolyzcd pipe. hoviever, gained what the
pipe had lost. Whatwvas thcremedy? To reverse the trolley cur-
rent. That, hoviover, wvas neither expedient nor altagether prac-
ticablo. Porhaps thc best plan vas ta make the rails thorougbly
good conductors by u~elding them vieIl. Froquent voltage measure-
ment alse should be adopted. and such changes made as vicre
found necessary.

'Ur. Brophy said that the syste a! of eing the currents return
eithcr along the rails or the eartb ouglit not to be pernîitted. That
cities should allow wvires to run from one end of them te the other,
with such terrible consequences often .to life and property. vins dis-
graceful. In one or two, chties there was a system of electrie cars
witbout overhoad trolley wvires, but viith two %vires placed under-
neath the ground.

Chief Barrett said it was absolutely unnccessary te place
trolley ivires overhead, and he believod as improvemonts vient on
that underground wires wvould nlot be found more castly.

Capt. Damrell îvanted to lcnow wvhat wvould be the effect of
electrolysis on gas pipes.

Mir. Brophy stated that explosions had several timon resultod
fromt that cause. Sometimos fice gas had escaped front the dcfective
pipes and had accumulated in large quantities under the pavement,
the conselquence being a serions explosion.

Chlef John Lindsay related the results of some experiments as
to the powver of incandescent ligbit wires in causing ires. It secmed( that od lamps became the cause of ires more casily than new ones.
Wood in contact viith electric lamnps became charred in 40 minutes,
muslin wvas ignited in 14 minutes, paper in 4 minutes.

Chief Barrett remarlced that in old days the great cause of
fires %vas spontancoas combustion. Whenevcr a fîre broke out
wvhich could not bc accounted for, it wvas put dowvn ta spontaneous
combustion. Now, hoviever. things had changed and clectric %vires
had to bear the blame.

The next papor rcad was one by Chas. A. Roîpli, of Chicago.
(n-The Progres o! Elcctricity in M unicipalities." in wvhich wvere

s;tatod its varloas developments in several Amnerican tovins and
cities Pragress in electricity, lie contended, vas tantamnount ta
increased fire hazard. unless builders made great improvemonts in
their methods of construction.

Win McDevitt, Inspector of Fire Patrol, Philadeiphia, then
reafi a paper on IlSlow.burning Mill Construction."

He rcgarded the Ilsolated Floori' system a dtlusion. The
trouble was that the architects viho generally attompted ta build
slow-burning buildings did nlot properly understand vihat they had
ta figlit against Any building would bura, no matter vibat the
mitcrial, if the laines wero, only given a ýsligbt chance ta mako
hicadway. The object to bc aimed nt %vas to eut off aIl draft
so as to prevent the dlames front spreading befote the firemen, vere
on the scenie.

Captain Danirell remarkod that people as far back as 300
13 C., used ta convene in order te discuss mnasures for the preven.
tion o! flz.cs, ju$t p* ibcir convention vas now doing. Slow-com-

bustion building wvas very important, and lic bclieved tits conven-
tion waulcl go a long way toviards finding out a truc mctliod of
building with that object.

Chie! Lindsay said the great tlsing ta be aimed for Wvas to rc.
duce the area of combustible material.

Mr flrophy said there was a misundcrstanding as ta the lino
to ho dravin bet-ween incombustible and slowv.combustion buildings.
The sort of construction to bo condeinned was Iliat in whieh the
viails, etc , wvere made of iron, fireproof. but wherc ttero ivere opcn
spaces in these walîs se that often a fire arising in the cellar had
rcachod thc roof before anyono wvas awarc of i.

Mr. B3rown Flanders, superintendent af the Fire Alarm Tele-
graph, Boston, Mass, then submittcd a paper entitied, -Dynamo
Currents as Applicd to rire Alarms." which hoe stated tu bo a
Ihighly successful method.

F 0 Affcld. rcprescnting th-. lire underwvritcrs of Ncwv York<,
rcad an exhaustive paper, entitled 'l Reliable and Uniform Statistîcs
the l3asis o! Economie Pire Protection antd Goofi Govcrnmient."

Capt Damrell sipolie eloqueîîtly on tue other side of the subject.
thougli lic indignantly disclaimed any wish ta cast any sir on tue
National Board of Underwvritors Ho wantcd to linowv vhether, if
the undcrwvriters decisively said they would insure no buildings
where inflammable materiai wvas stored, business mon would con.
tinue to store such materiai ? And soeing that the undorwritcrs did
not do this, wvcre they îlot largoly responsible for the nuniber o!
ires that existed ?

Mr. Affeid raid. in reply. that it wvas not the province of the
insurance campanies to, prevent people front insuring. it wv.s their
provirce sa ta increase rates as to force the public in self-defenco
to carry out the recommendations advised by the underwiters sO
long.

Chief Kenficld relatcd a case in point. ia which the firemen's
attention had been callcd to a large amount o! inflammable mnate.
rial storod in a certain wvarelîouse. Tîte chief rcprosented the dan.
ger to the owner of the premises in question, but had been unable
to induce him to take the nocessary mnensures for its removal He
therefore then ivont ta tho insurance people, îvho threatened the
business man with a withdrawal of their protection unions the in-
flammable material vas removod within haifan hour. Neediess to
say, the danger was soon rernoved.

Supt. Abbott trusted that the undcrwriters and the ire chiefs
would do their utmost to bring about viater facilities in the various
t0ovns and municipalities.

Chief Marg&inelI thought the insurance companies viere xnuch
t0 blame for the abnarmal number ai fires on this continent. Ho
thouglit Capt. Damreli's words ouglit to be printcd in red letters
and sent to ail the insurance companies.

Mr. Brophy moved that the statistics of fires (includ;nZ those
not covered by insurance) asked for by Mir. Affeld, of the Board of
Underwritcrs, sbould bo prepared sa far as %vas passible.

The meeting thon adjourned in time for the delegates and ttieir
ladies ta take the drive round the cîty and up ta the mouintain top.
where refreshments were served. In theovening many of the visit-
ors paid a visit ta Solimer Park. where a grand musical entertain-
ment had bten provided in their hanor.

Tii RSDAY.

Part o! the morning ivas devoted ta hoaring the clainis af tthose
viho had exhibits at the Victoria Rink, ivhica had been tompaorariîy
converted into an exhibition graund for various ire appliances, etc.
Mr Wer:heim addressed the meeting an the subject o! an invention
in v-hich ho ivan intcrested, viz.. asbestos clathing for iremen,
which could bc used for worlcing in spots a! particular daiger.
Amang the exhibits %vas a vory fine one b>' the Bell Telephone Ca.,
in wvhich ail kiods a! telephones, ire alarins, etc., made at their
Mfontreal factory, wvere shovin and duly admired. Amnongst ather
exhibitors we noticed the names of R. H. Buchanan & Ca., ,%on.
treal (pumps, hydraulie apparatus, etc.>. and John iàartin, Sons &
Ca. (fire helmets and appliances). Another fino exhibit %vas that
o! W A. Fleming, Mantreal agent for Reddaway's belting.

Perhaps the finest exhibit in metal appliances ,vas that af
Garîi 8- Co., proprietars af the Dominion Metal Works, Mon.
treal. This %videly-knoîvn irm, wvhose business wvas established
so long ago as i8àS, shoved a great varity, of applines used by
firemen, such ns hase Pipes, cut-offs with relief valves, plain cut-
aifs, contraiing nozzles, shut-aff nazzles, hase I<eys, hose couplings,
hase reels, lea< stops, hase patches, etc. The exhibit vias arranged
in the ferra of a pyramid, and drewv forth mnany admiring çornments
from the visitars. It 'will bo intercsting ta aur rendors ta hnow
that the first lire englne ever madie in Canada %vas bult b>' this
firm. We hope ta ho able in an early number ta givo an accouat
of a new stop coclc vhich is about ta ho placcd on the markcet by
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