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tffining their iivelihood in this
manner. The other is the rusty one,
on account of not having been able te
ýattend lodge for Some tinie, or
through living too far awav srom a
lodge, se the'y had no opportunity of
posting themeselves. Neither should
be encouragea, as in nine cases
out of ten they are "1tramps" and a
-disgrace to the order.

If the applicaut is coneidered
worthy, we u8ually pay bis hotel bill,
buy him a railroad ticket te, the place
he wishee te go, and a smail Sam of
money je handedi te him, se that lie
shail not be penniless on the way.
We always deal generously 'with a
worthy brother in distress, but they
are rare. In two instances, the ap-
plicants Lad the impudence to wait
for a reply, aithougli they viere im-
posters and knowing we had tele-
graphed. On boing threat-ened with
arreet they made excuses, alleging
sorne mistake in identity, but left
town b3fore a reply to a second mes-
Sage arrived.

The foregoing will show that onIy
well-Skilled and energetic men of
considerable experionce should be on
that committee--men who are not
easily 'ed away by a plausible story,
whidh in most cases is a lie from
beginning to end.

If a brother belonging to the lodge
requires, relief or assistance, the
initiais of lis narne are enly entered
in the book, and on making the annual
report te the lodge, as above
inentioned, his name dees not, appear,
but the ainount paid him is entered
under the headings for local relief, so
that only the three members and the
W. M. know who the distressed
brother is. 0f course the Lodge Las
the rigît to ask for the information,
but Las neyer done se yet. The books
are audited once a year, together with
the Cther books of the Lodge, ana re-
ported thereon on the niglit of install-
ation.

Ont of thirty-eirght applications off
transients, thirteen were considered
,un'worthy ana received ne assistance.

TWo Lodges have returned te us the
amount paid, and three applicante:
have refundedl the money advancedl
them. These are very rare cases. A
great many promise ausBoofl as they
arrive at~ home or procure- employ-
menti te communicate with us ancl
return ths amount advanced, (for we
always give as a boan only).

In the. hast eight years we have
paid for relief the Sam of $488.63,
exclusive of the Grand Lodge grants.

If every Lodge in Canada, wvhere.
there ie more than eue Lodge ini a
place, 'wouhd conjointly est-blish. sucli
Charitable Committees the tramp
system wouId. soon be a thing of tho
past, and a considerable amount of
money wouldl be saved t the brethren,
especially te those who live on fronti
etreets or are easy of accese. If a tran-
aient Las te cahi on everyone for relief
he receives more than in othier places;
where he has te deal with a Chari-'
table Comniittee. In most, cases au,
individual i3ro. would not trouble tot
examine the candidate, and he is eut
of pooket at heast 25 cents, or if Le is
god natured or soft hearted, from 50
cents to $1. If a subscription je made:
for local relief the good natured, sofb
hearted. one je firat calledl upon anct
another dollar je gone, aud the Bre.
who lives toc far out of the way la
neyer asked te give lis share, but by
having sudh a Charitable Fand every
Bro. pays an equal share. If al
Lodges would establieli this systeni
the transient nuisance coula easily
be suppressed. Another way tha
nuisance couhd be abated would be by
having printed. forme on whieh shoiilËL
be stated the name of the applicant,
age, occupation, Lodge Le belongs top,
where Le cornes from, where Le ini-
tende to go te, the anionut given, alsa
the cause Uf Lie distress stated, andl
sent by next mail, net only te thea
place hie stated Le 'was going te, but
aise te, intermediate places, se tha#.
when ire cails, at the next place tIti
Charitable Committeo worild bo ap-
prise, ana conld act accordingly, by
comparing, notes, as in many cascs


