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'tions Mnay ho regardedl in more than
one light. It may indicate, on the
pa.rt of the three Greand Lodrges &t
home, a wiflingness to recegnize the
principle of Matsonle Union in the
'colonies; it May even ho taken as a
bint that before long they will recog.
nise the Grand Lodge of Victori'a.
There le, however, another and less
pleasing aspect of the case-the tend-
ency in hurnan nature, from whieh we
fear not even Freernasons are alto-
gather free, to " 1worship thre golden
caif." But perhais this has corne
down to us froi lhe time of Moses,
;and is only another proof of 'the great
antiquity of our Order.-Nezw Zealand
Iireemasxrn.

DUTIES 0P MAHTER.

Thre office cf Master of a lodge is
-elevatedl and. reeponsibie, and tire
most important in tire virole syetem
of Freemaeonr, as; tire entire institu-
tron je largely dependent upon that
ofacer for its character, reputation
Quad prosperity. It may ho' safely
z.ssertea, as a general ruie, that the
,character and standing of thre mern-
'bars of a iodge cau ho correctly jndg-
,cd by tire charauter and standing cf
tîneir Master. If ho bo a man cf in-
telligence and higir moral'- worth, wve
mnay beg sure that hie lodge ie cern-
!gosed cf ,aooa men ana trne."

lu viewv cf tire magnitude cf the
office, it le important that tire powers,
prerogatives and privileges cf tire
Master should ho welI understood,
bath by those, who ruie, and those
V'ho are governed. The powers and
privileges cf a Master cf a lodge are
fully equal to the prominence and
importance cf hie office in thre Maso-nie
aystem. No oue, except tire Grand
Master or his Drpty, can preside in
hie lodge iii bis presence, witiiout hie
'consent. Ho May cali te hie Fussist-
ance any Master Magon ho pleases,
whlise wýork, in his presence, li j
-atone responeible for,, and je equaily
~autioritative and binding as his own.
&roli Master Mason may even occupy

the cbuir, and onfcý -the aogn,
alla bis Vork Ti l bo tlaI legal, if
the Mastoi~ be proàent na n 0loft1flZg

À. Macster idi 0'leninlylboundt te sup-
port the by-laeg -of bis lodgo. noc
mq.y oommtnd the attendance of hio
officerâ tnd membors, at any time, by
sumnmons, and they cre boinda tai
obey. He mnay appoint a.11 committoa
of LIS iodge flot othorvâse special1y
provided for; may lecide ail qu.estionr
of order, oir U,, conic law, end hie do-
cisions are final, uniess reversed by
the Grand Ladge upon apper.l regu-
lariy talion. Hoe is net bound by tha
usages of parliamentary bodies, ex-
cept as hoe May ple.ae te adopt them.
Hêe lias tire xigbt to instai hie officemi
after he lias ben himself instaliedl,
and aise his saccesser in.office.

Thie Maste 'r is, hôwever, in ail caes
bound taebôform ta the constitution
ana edicts oÔf the Grand Lodge, thia
by-iaws of bie ovin iodge, and the
ancient established usages tànd ]and-
marks of the Order. He 'oould net
be jnstified in refusing ta put any
motion, regularly made ana seconded,
net 6onflioting with these. Hfe eau-
net refuse to deciare a vote or ballot,
when regülarly taken. Thougli ho
may call axly brothor te, the chair irL
his presence, ho cannot authorize any
brother, not evén a Past Mitster,-tcx
preside in his absence. In tha
absence of the Master,'al his poweza
and privileges are vestedl in the
Wardens, 'in regrilar Succession, anol
cannetbe de1egatea te any one.

But there ie Èmother and ne less
imnportant i*iht in whieh "!ve eliouldl
vievw the 'oface. We mean the Mas-
ter's par't ii 'conferring the degrese.
No inember of tire Order eau hava
failedl ta observe, thaï; the maainer ini
which thre degrees are comiirunicat,,
has a large influence nipon tihe min&.
of thre candidate for our rhysterias.
It le hurdiy tee. mucla to gay, thzt the.
first impredsons of a candidate ro-
main 'vith hlm truhlif, anad in
proportion as h e farbly or un-.
fa.varably impressod upon hie fir8t cZ-
mlesion to thre lodge, VaiIh bisM futura


