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¢ons may be regarded in more than
one light. It may indicate, on the
part of the thres Grand Lodges ut
kome, o witlingness to recognize the
principle of Mdsonie Union in the
<olonies ; it may even be taken asa
kint that before long they will recog-
nise the Grand Lodge of Viotoria.
There is, however, another and less
pleasing aspect of the case—the tend-
ency in human nature, from which we
fear not even Freeriasons are alto-
gather free, to ¢ worship the golden
<alf.” But perhaps this has come
down to us from the time of Moses,
and is only another proof of the great
antiquity of our Order.—New Zealand
Freemason.

DUTIES OF MASTER.

_ The offics of Master of a lodge is
-elevated and responsible, and the
most important in the whole system
of Freemesonry, as the entire institu-
tion is largely dependent upon that
officer for its character, reputation
odd prosperity. It may be' safely
osserted, as & general rale, that the
<haracter and standing of the mem-
bors of & lodge can be correctly judg-
<d by the character and standing of
their Mester. If he be & man of in-
telligonce and high moral worth, we
may be sure that his lodge is com-
posed of ‘“good men and frue.”

In view of the megnitude of the
office, it i important that the powers,
prerogatives and privileges of the
Rlagter should be well understood,
both by those who rule, snd those
who are governed. The powers and
privileges of a Master of & lodge are
folly equal to the prominence and
importance of his office in theMasonic
system. No one, except the Grand
Mester or his Deputy, can preside in
his lodge iu his presence, without his
<ongent. He may call to his susisk-
ance any Master Mason he pleases,
whose work, in his prescnce, he-is
alone responsible for, and is equally
anthoritative and binding s his owa.
Such Master Mason may even occupy

tho ohuir, ond oonfor the degrees,
cnd his work will bo gtriotly legal, if
the Mastor be prosent ond conconting,

A Mestor is solemnly bound to sup-
port the by-laws -of his lodge. Ho
may commend the attendznes of hiy
ofiicers tnd mombors, at eny time, by
summong, ond they ore bound to
obey. Hoa mey appoiut ell cormittesa
of Lls lodge not otherwise speoially
provided for; may decide 21l questions
of order, or Maconio law, and his dc-
cisions are final, unless reversed by
the Grend Lodge upon appesl regu-
larly token., Xs is not bound by tho
usages of parliamentery bodies, ex-
cept as he may ploase to adopt them.
He has tho xight to install his officors
after he has been himself installed,
and also his saccessor in office.

The Master is, however, in all caseg
bound to conform to the eonstitutiom
and edicts of the Grand Lodge, tha
by-laws of his own lodge, and ths
ancient established usages and land-
marks of the Order. He would neb
be justified in refusing to put any
motion, regularly made and seconded,
not conflicting with these. He can-
not refuse to declare a vote or ballot,
when regularly teken. Though he
may oall ady brother to the cheir iz
his presence, he cannob auvthorize any
brother, not even a Past Master, ic
preside in his absence. In the
absenoe of the Master, ‘all his powers
and privileges are vested in the
Wardens, in reguldr saccession, and@
cannot 'be delegated to any one.

Bat thers ig another and no less
importent light in which ‘we shounld
view the ofice. We mean the Mas-
ter's part in ‘conforring the degress.
No member of the Order can have
failed to observe, that the maaner in
which the degrees are cominunicatsd,
hes 2 large infiuence wpon the mind
of the candidats for our mysteries.
It is hardly too much to say, that the
first irapregoions of a candidate re-
main with him through life, and
proportion as' he is favorably or un-
favorably imprassed upon his first -
mission to the lodge, will be his fatdare:



