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Basic
Slag

(Sometimes known as

Thomas Phosphate Powder)

The
Great
Fertilizer
for all crops

Now being produced in

Canada by

The Cross
Fertilizer Co., Ltd.

Sydney, Nova Scotia

The fruit growers of
the Annapolis Valley
are using thousands
of tons every year
with the best results.
What is good for the
Annapolis Valley will
be good for ‘Ontario.

Purchasing Dealers Wanted
Everywhere

Descriptive pampklets,prices
and all information from our
Travelling Salesman for

Ontario,

Alexander E. Wark

WANSTEAD, ONT.

Jordan Harbor Station Needs Improvement

Editor, The Canadian Horticulturist,—
Allow me to commend the editorial which
appears in your Octoher issue relative to
the Jordan Harbor (Ont) Fruit Experi-
ment Station, Both as a Canadian engag-
ed in professional horticultural work in the
United States and as a property holder in
the Niagara district, 1 have watched, at
first with hopeful interest, but Iatterly with
keen disappointment, the failure of this
institution to produce results of value to
the fruit growers of the province or of
scientific interest to those engayed in agri-
cultural rescarch and cducation, Your com-
ment on the situation, thereforg, meets my
hearty approval, and I sincercly trust will
bring about a movement for the proper
sunport of the Station, As it has been my
privilege to observe the work and organiza-
tion of this institution from its inception,
and to visit it from time to time cver since
Alr. Rittenhouse made his first donation
and proposals in regard to s establish-
ment to the Department of Axriculture, it
i~ possible that vou or vour readers might
be interested in some of my obscrvations
in conncction with its founding and work.

The Jordan Harbor Fruit Experiment
Station was founded asten<ibly for plant
hreeding, the chirf object being to test and
develop new varictics and 10 improve old
varictics of fruits and vegetables for the
Niageara district and the province of On-
tario.  Incidentally it was planned to col-
lect data of scicntific interest bearing on
the problems of heredity as applied to plant
life I do not biclieve that the cfforts of
the Station should ever have been planned
whally with a view to Janiting it to plant
hreeding experiments.  Probably it was not
realiv intended to exclude culture experi-
ments of various sorts although the horti-
cultural public was given the impression
that its one chicf object was plant improve-
ment work.

Under such circumstances it was to be
expeeted that the Department of Agricul-
ture would make cvery cffort 10 sccure a
well equipped and cxperienced specialist
both in horticulture and in plant dbreeding
10 supcrintend the institutien. In a long
conver<ation some years ago with Professor
C. C. James, who was then Deputy Minis-
ter of Agriculture, I was told that the De-
partment was not limited in the =alary it
would pav the right man and that it pro-
pased to xet the best man in America.
Profezsor James said that the Department
was going after a man of the calibre of
John Craip. late professor of harticulture
in Cornell University, or Nr. Webber, then
head of the division of plant breeding in
the United States Depantment of Agricul-
tuse, 10 head the Jordan Harbor work: he
added further that he hoped to obtain the
setvices of 2 man superior in scientific
training and at least the ~qual in possi-
bhilities of practical accomplishment o0
Luther Burhank ! UThkr writer, who had
had <omr training and expericnce in both
horntirviure and plapt breeding, had had
the temerity 0 applv for the position him-
~If. but in view of the distinguished men
undrr ronsideration he insisted at the close
of the interview on the immediate withe
drawal of his name from the lict of ap-
phicantx?)  Suck an attitude on the part
of the Depantmient of Agriculiure was most
rommendable, and, at least at first, an
*Praf  Picke!t heid the %NNon of Profemor of
Harticuliure, New Hampehire College from 1%¢
10 $i2. Pormesly Do war Socretary of the On.
tario Agriculiurmal Goll and recently he was

oTored the nosition of rofessor of Horticultare
in Macdonald Collego~Edltor.

January, 19

cffort was made tb secure such a m
Procfssor Craig himscli, consulting
the writer in regard to the Station it
dan Harbor, said that he had bee,
proached and. when he could not und- ri;
the work himsclf, was asked for ad
advice in the sclection of o director
A CHANGE IN PLANS

In view of the high purpose and .de
which first actuated the Departmeat
Agriculture in its scarch for a comipe:
superintenident, it was a matter of
surprise that the first appointee, the !
Iamented H. S. Peart, capable hiat;;
turist perhaps, but absolutely untras
and inexperienced as a2 plant  bred
should have been its sclection. The
was more fortunate than the Depusine
had a right 10 expect, for Mr. Peurt
remarkably successful in  caring for
preliminary work in the development
the Station, in laving out the grous
superintending the planting and colk
material for future work. To those «f
who knew Mr, Peart personally, and t
were many, it was a pleasure to net :
energry with which he set to work e r:
the farm a credit to the horticultural
dustry, and the manacr in which he
cd the confidence of the fruit grow.n
his district. Indeed, in spite of his
lack of knowledge of the principl «
methods of plant breeding, he might
proper support and expert assistant-
produced the desired results, for he via
proved his ability as a capable direte:
other directions from the very start W
out such training himsclf, withow L
financial support, and without cxpencfxin
plant Lreeders as assistants, the i

breeding work could not be other thigih pa
disappointing failurc even had Mr. Pexflithe
untimiely death qot cut short his weikRaicu

most at its beginning.

Your tribute to Mr. Hodspctts is well
scrved.  He has done splendid work fre
Ontazio fruit growers, but the work of
Jordan Harbor Station is of such i;
ance as to make it impossible for a
resident director to bhandle it.- Sucd
arrangement as is NOW in VOguc precl:
cven the rcaotest possibility of th-
tion accomp.ishing its purpose.

1f any scrious plant breeding i x
attempted, or any first-class expenw:
studics of the cffects of fertilizers, Mif

methods of cultivation, valuc o! Ve
«tops. systems of pruning, and < T
are to be attempted, the Departme: g™
Agriculture must be prepaved e d
money on a scale commensurate ot
horticultural interests of the ;1o ,"'_”!
bearing in mind the long time rece@” "‘}’-f
for certain lines of work, and t-~ g °°
difficultics confronting the experir " I*
particularly in the ¢ase of owchar: & !'“""‘
It must appoint a horticulturist .. " -
rectar who has received specializ- | @3
tific and practical training in bu: V6
hreeding and horticuliere; it must il [ 7
dirertor lar~e powers of discretion = 3 T
ing traincd assistants and in plar =" ‘]‘
eourse of various experiments, e
rector should be advised by a pro; '~ !
as fo the nature of the inform ne _'1’.""
whirh he is to scek in his experim. v g *
Irarning the needs of the fruit R @KLY th
the province. He should be respe <3< ¥
some onc head, preferably the M- v
Agriculiute or the President of he “"“l
cultural College. Yours very tru .. : !
B. S. PICK Tl :d o\
Professor of T A
2 ¥ ¢




