
Commentis.

naies no)ody can understand, and
after a while I reckon you'il be flv-
ing the British flag in the front
yard and singing God Save the

ing.' Tliere's a good .deal too
much foreign influence. This
Couitrv's good enough for me. Ini
an American, and this is an Am-
erican school. I say fly the Am. .i -
ican flag and sing American songs,
and have American svstems and
shove the foreigner's out. We can
run our own business. WVhy don't
yon get a bust of ecral Wash-

Director Ferguson asked if he
might be permitted to interrogate
the principal, andl having obtained
permission he asked:

Don't you think ve are going
just a little too fast?"

" Il what particular ?" inquired
the principal.

\" ell in putting in this metric
system. just at this time, for ex-
ample.'

. I think iyself," interposed the

p)res(ient, "that the novement is
somewhat preiature."

And then," continued Director
Ferguson. I found my boy last
night rassling with algebra and
niearlv crving over it. 1 told him
to drop it, and I'd have it dropped
in the school if I run the school.
1 never knowed no algebra, and Il
he satisfied if my boy makes out
as well as I di(.'

The principal attenipted brieflt
to indicate the nature and purposes
)f algebra.

- That is all verv well, Mr.
lBr wvn," said ,Director Ferguson.

Its vour business, of course, to
care for such things. but we are
practical people, with nuo nonsense
about us. Figgers is for figgerin'

and letters is for letterin'. There's
n<o use of tryin' to figger with let
ters w-hile there's plenty of figgers
to figger with. Now is there ?"

You sec------" began the prin-
e inal.

i don'f care to-argue about it,"
said Mr. Ferguson, interrupting
iim, " but the fact is, you can't any

more subtract ' a ' from ' b ' like my
boy was tryin' to do last night, than
you can subtract the diinner-bell
from thie poker. It ain't in the
nature of things."

The principal did not reply.
"My bov also savs." continued

Mr. F erguson, " that his teacher
wvon't allow hii to sav 'knowed:'
Why not?"

Knowed ?" asked the principal.
"k -n-o-w-e- (?"

SYes, knowed. He said his
teacher tried to make him sav
'knew.'"

Of course," said the principal,
Know, knew. That's righif, there

is no such vord as ' knowed.'
"I guess there is," answered

Director Fergiuson, with a scorn-
fuil augh.

I guess so, too," echoed Mr.
MatLack, " an(d it's a good (leal
better to sav ' knowed ' than to be
viutting Dant (Dante) up on the
shelf au'd bringing the children's
minds under European influences.'

Knowed is rot good English,
said the principal.

"Mavbe not." said Mr. Matlack.
but it's goo(d Americ.an, and that's

the best there is."
" You sa': mowed," asked Mr.

Ferguson, . and rowed, and show,
Showed, an(d stow stowed, and
glow, glowed, lon't vou?"

Very well, then, you say know,
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