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“ AGRICULTURE NOT ONLY GIVES RICHES T0 A NATION, BUT THR ONLY RICHES SHE CAN CALL HER OWN.'—<Dr.Johitson >
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" THE CULTIVATOR.

‘i Agriciltare Is the great art which every zoveenment
«maglit Lo protect, every proprictor of lands to practice,
snd every inquier nlv hatuie impigve.” —LUr.Joknson

. 'Toronto, November, 1842.
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Tr & late debate in the Legislative Council on
“the *Duty on Wheat Question,” the Hon'ble
Mr. DeBlaquiere is reported to have said,  He
‘belivved the interests of the Western Trade did
“ot.yield eveno those of agriculture.” If such
-are the viows entertained by the members ot the
Legislature who we thought were the most fa.
yourably disposed to onr aguculture, we may in.
deed despair of any effestual encouragement be-
ing‘afforded to Canadian industry by vur Legisla-
tiire. ‘Tt is well understood that agriculiure 13
"the only means of subsistance for nine-tenths of
bur-population, and notwithstanding thts fact, it
is considered by our Jegstators to be second in
importanté to the carrying trade of the produce
of:a foreign state. We fear it is in vain to ex-
pect any particular auention to be given to our
ifiterests, so 1ong as they are regarded as second
inimportance to every other interestsin the coun.
try. There is not a merchant or a tradesman
Canada who are not protected in their business
by daties on foreign manufactures, &c. Even
the learned professions are protecied so far that
no-foreigner can practice here without a license.
With what consistency them, can those classes
whose interests have every reasonable protection,
oppose the granung of prutecuon to the interest .
of agriculure? Every shilling, we may safely
say, that is expended by agriculturists,.18 paid to
the other classes of this community ; but if these
other classes meet 1n our markets with 2 foreagn
agricultural produce, they purchase it in prefer.
ence t? that which is the produce of Canada, it
the most trifling advantage can be ganed esther
in price of quality. We do not condemn this
proceeding : it is perfectly fuur under the exisung
state of the laws. We wish, however, that these
Jaws sBould be altered so as to give cqual protac.
tion to the interests of all classes. Let duues
be altogether abulished, and we shall not ask for
any more favour than others will have, Itig very
well'for legislators and others to say that Cana;
dian farmers can compete with those of the United
States. We deny, however,. that thers 13 any
fair competition existing at present between the
farmers of both countries when disposing of-their
produce in the Canadian markets. We have in

“former numbers of this Periodical endenvoored

* toiohow, whorsin this compeuyon i npogual—

The farmer of the United States sells his produte
in our marhc!ts as frec fium all duty and cherges
ag our Canadiar farmers, and may take home the
full amount of the proceeds in cash to be expend.
ed in promoting the industry agd:insprovement of
his own couniry, The Canadian fatmer on-the
contrary, cannot go the United States with the
proceeds of what he sells in our markets, aud
purclase in that country what-he-might requare
or find profitable, and bung them o this edin.
try without paying a duty upoi them. No.~We
must purchase all we require here, and all thn}
we do purchase has paid bothi British and Colonial
ravenue, direct and indireet, to the amount, per-

‘haps, of one.third of their entire value. Under

thess circumstances, can any 1an show that the
Canadian farmer can fairly and cqually compete
with the foreign farmer 1n our markets? There
are many other circumstances which mahe the
competitinn still more unequal and against the
Canadian farmer. If this were a country that:
did not possess a good soil and-favourable cli-
mate for agriculture, 1t would be wrong toem.
ploy the great bulll of the people in that business.
They should rather employ themselves in some
other way, in the production of articles which
they-could exchange forfood. But when we are
certain that we do possess a good soil and favout.
able climate for agriculture, on wliat prindiply s
1t that we do not offer the most decided cncour.
agement to our agnculiure, that 1t may be abun.
damly productive in corn, cattle, purk, butter,
cheese, hemp, and flax?  In what other way
could our population be employed that they could
acquire ther subsistance?  None certainly that
we are acquainted with, We thercfore humbly:
conreive, that the inferests of agriculere are ot
importance ahove all other interests in this ccun.
try, und should be so regarded-by the Represen.
tauves of thus population, in any question of the
interests of separate classes that would come
under diseussion inour Legidative Assemubly.—~
‘The population ef every country should be em.
ployed in that way that wall produce themuthe
largest quantity of the comfurts and couvenien.
cies of existence, either ditectly frow their labour,
or by exchanging the produce of their labour for
the produce of other countries. Unless in agri.
culture how could the inhabuants of Canada em.
ploy themerlves to nequire the means of obtaining
the smallest possible amount of subsistance 7—
This conntry-must be unsnitable for the residence
of man, if unsudable for agncultuce! If 1t be
admirted that §¢ is suitable for agniculwire, can
any ono doubt that four arres of culti7ated land
of good-quality—which we have at présent for
rach inhabitant, men, wumen, and children—
wonld nat he ableto yield thiem a sufficient agn.
caltural produce “for their subsistance n every
way? In the British Isles there is not more than
half that quanuty ot euluvated land for each in.
habitant, a1d we believe they never required, 1n
any one year, to impart pravi<ions for ong mongh's
consumption for tire whole population, The
principle we advocate 15, thut we should-do all
that is possihle to encourage the improvement,
and promote the proepirity of the Jaud we five
in. in preference-to forgian conntries. Any man
acquainted with Canada must be convinced thay
there is great gecessity for improvemicnt in our
svatem of agricylture.  Wio tahe upon us'to say,
that without some protection and encouragement
this necéssary imsprovement will not bo effected :
heeause there is naindarement 10 axpénd capital
in the inprovement of land and st0 k, 20long 28

the protgads from tham will notremuncrases—

i The \vilo!e matter is perfectly plamp;and.easy to
understand.  If farming remuneraied for ¢ le,
ekill, and lubour, more of all ‘this’ \'\"obsl(ﬂ)e at.
tracted to thatbusiness, and:we would $¢6t Hnd
it become a fashionable professwn, Butgodeng
ay the retirns from ogriculture are so madegugte
as at present; in consequence of the competition
of foreign produée, raised undet diffeted€ und
more favourable circumstances than-gur'ais;mo
man that dan avoidit will invest or emplay gapis
tal in agricoltare, This state of things willact
as effrctually to check agricultital i(ﬂﬂl‘%&ﬂt.
asif there was a positive law.ngainst imprave.
ment.  Remunerating prices will be -the s pagst
effectual encouragement to the progress .of ims
provemer.. We are not advocites for ‘high
Ipriccs, Moderate prices and certnin niiatkels
b will abweys be the most profitable tov, farndre
Moderate prices, however, are  these thag.would
fairly remunerate for capital invested in land,
stock, implements, seed, for slall and latiin>>T1
low prices were the result of abyndanspridua.
tion in our owi country, and not produced,b

 mmporianon from a-forewgnt country, we w uﬁ
not compiain,  But extremely low pnceé;‘vgu 1
ing from the importation-af foraign produce Xo%n
unfitiited extent, and swithout any duties baing
mmposed, we look tiptn 28 unqualified injugtice
towards the producing clussed of- Canada: ‘W¢
have under such a state-of the law,.n10 certdinit

of market that would encourage ug to-profduess
; because:at any tinie our marketsmay be filled up
wiih, a fureign prodaction. It1s very differént
with us frony what 1t.s. 10 England:  Ii-that
country there are citics, towns, anWi villages ineves
ty direction, aitd both thcng and the couptry.sre,
t filled with popihation, and an ymmense quantity,

Kive

' few towns and villages and a very thin popula.
'tton, with boundloss extent of excellentland to
provide tood for them ; and with-all these advan.
tages our legislatars think 1t expedient that we
should be supplied in part-by a foreign country
with food! We know several farmerssin.thié®
peighbourhood who stall fed cattle Iast, winter,.
and when they wefe fit for salein spring the mar.
ket was filled with foreign catile, so that ourfats”
mers Jost all the winter-feeding.  Thete isso'litds
tlé inducement to fatten eattle on. grass or in.the:
stall, that hay 1s now seling in the Montfeal-
market at prices- that will scarcely refnuncrato
the expense of cutung, -curing, ‘and bringing 1
market, without having one shiling:per acre.ta-i
the farmer for his best land,, Arenotthp laq.,
bourers at aur public works and troops in oup,
guarrisons partly fed on foreign produce,.and
lence the largs expenditure of English.copitabit:
will parily gro to enrich a foreign-gouptry snstead :
of our own. Evenour breweries:and distillenes
purchase lurgely of the infenior species-of foreign *°
grain, that could be produced toranyhextentzin 4
Canuada; and though beer and whiskey wnade
hero are protected by duues, We say withopt
hesuation, that this would not be o4t reasonable
encopragement had been given for sonie yearss:
past to Canadian ogneulture.  Wo zegret ahat
we should feel 1t our duty 1o occupy 20 trequent. .
Iy 'he columns of (s paper with our complainty,
when they shonld :more appropriately ‘suggest:
new and improved modes of eyltivation, &e.sn 4
As sve beforc observed, the best and most effeg-
tuul encouragement thatcan'be mven to agricul.
[fural improvement, will be.certaim markets and:
remunerating prices, and without these wo 2re..
well aware, that.all we-ean &1y ‘or writé in sug.,
gesting o recommendation ofamprovement-vill
be unavailing, Itisfrom.ihis convicionthat we: »
su constanily advocates agricnhiural protection. as.
the only possible meane of producing she iy
pro-ement and preepenty of agnculnte in this
co-mtry, circumetanted ap jris. -

of fund 18 required:for them all. Here wé*h
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