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imported from all other countries; and the aver- some a premium as wouid induce sou of our
age annuai quantity of flax seed imported by mcchanics to construet machiîîcry adapted b the
Great Britain vas 5,426,744 bushels, being more wants of our country. The prenium olît 10 bc
than five-sixths of the whole flax seed imported. of such an ainount as would induco per-ons of
« It is, however," says the Economist, i by no smali capital ho spend time and means 10 effeet
means improbable that some of these products its construction.
of the Czar's empire vill find access to.onr mar- The cultivation of flax wouid be useful tu us as
kets by a round-about road through other countries, farrners, not only on accouut of tue dirert profit
though at an increased price to the British con- whic bth crop, propery managed, would pro-
sumer, and this will be more apparent w'hen ve duce, even al the present high xate of freiglît, lut
remenber what devices were had recourse to in that il vouid also add arother crop I r
the French war, such as bringing silk from Italy and relieve tho ]and from the chernal wheat-
round by Constantinople and all through Germany cropping which sooner or later-conducted as it
to England. That the pribe of the article viii is in Canada-must prostrate te nergies of ou
however be generally enhanced cannot be sou.
doubtol." In fact, the price of flax is at this Even supposing that flax is quite as scverc a
very lime so high that I heiard, when in Ireland crop upon the sou as wheat, yct the very change
lately, of many farmers who had netted £25, and would be beneficiai, and the secd weli made use
even £30 sterling per acre-the price ranging of at home wouid entireiy renunerate farmer
from 50s. to SOs. sterling per cwt., (about 5 d. t0 for tue loss of 1mw. Mm. Roche, .P. for the
9d. sterling per lb.) There are very many late Courîy of Cork, had 2,500 acres of flax on his
North of Ircland, Scotch and Dutch farmers now eslate, xvhich would yieid 7,000 barrels of flax
resident in Canada who perfectily understand its seed, (21 busheis per barrel), i.e., seven busheis
culture and preparation for market-the difficulty per acre, woutl 6s. per bushel here, beiîig 7s. 6d.
is the want of rnachinery. Whilst in the Pro- sterling in England.
vince of Ulster lately, I visited sorne of the very It is not uncomînon now to sow clover seed
best flax-mills, of the latest and sirnplest con- Co ii
struction. rThere was one especially in Comber, very bencficial I the growing Ciover plant, by
County of Down, that worked most speeddly and moulding it and admitîig fli air. 1 sa'v very
efliciently, prepating the flax for market through beautiful ciover cuitivated ii tbis way.
all its stages, after being rotted and dried. It
was turned by a small water-power, and the
entire cost of its erection, materials, machinery pa
and evryhn was under £200 sterling. Sharman Crawford Esq., exhibied wo speci-

iuig, telin. ~ir mens of thxe flaxs planît, each, upwards 0f four feet
Andrews, of Comber, Lord Londonderry's agent, lng, and in every respect equal, one bcîng -rown
told me that there vould be no difliculty in pro- r ig s
curing a mill-wright Io go over to Canada to erect seed <a a the ing. Iobhomeîe
similar ones, perfect in every respect, by paying o M
him £100 sterling for a year's work, and that r
they \vould nlot cost £200, exclusive of the water- rm
pow'er. The miill vas oi course not large, but
there was a shed adjoining- for storing the flax

and~~~ ~ Ilin Lîro~ lcfrt rcs-i. There is great discussion at present in thie flaxand putting it throughi dhe first process-viz.,
straightening for thescutcher. The great matter growing countries about the best systcm of rchting
for Canada would be to have a machine con- (o m eM
structed that we could attach to our horse-powers, Secretary of the Royal Society for he promotion

80 mny f whch re xo~vownd byur of the growth of flax, showed mie a1 great manysó many of which are niow owned byour farmers Z
in the Upper Province, or to the wind-powcrs of vaîjeties of sampies retîed by different processel.
the Lower Province ; but the simplicity and The best vas that donc in good running xv
cheapness of water-powcr flax-mills may induce
their crection by tvo or three private individuals opion appeared to be, that if good walcr was ho
uniting togethber for that purpose. The Agriul- ba D
tural Association would promote the interests of the oid-fashioned -vay, though the most tedious
Canada vemry much indeed by offering so hand- and proiactd, produced he finest and best ftax,

wat;forcunr.Tepeiuauh ob


