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Considering it merely my duaty to introduce the
subject, I shall uow leave to the meeting its fur-
ther discussion.

The sec .d subject for our discussion is, which
is the best and most economicul mode of winter-
ing Sheep.

Tn relation to this subject, permit me 1o say,
that I cannot speak with mueh assurance on ac-
count of not having practically tested the merit
of any greal variety of ways of vecomplishing
this desirable object.  Still, there are some things
connccted with the subject before us, in reqard
to whirh we feel prepared tootfer a few thoushts,
which may not altogether be unprofitable, and |
shall feel much gratiied if the present discussion
should have the tendency in any degree to lead
some of the owners of those innocent and highly
useful animals, 1o provide better shelter for them,
and also to see that they are regularly and pro-
perly fed during the winter. For the way they
are by some of'our farmers left exposed to the
cold piercing winds of winter, without shelter, |
and their feed thrown down under therr feet, is a |
sad co.ament upon the intelligeace and humavity
of their owners.  No plan that can be adopted
for the purpuse of wintering sheep will be found
uaiversally applicable, but must necessarily be
Jocal or sectivnal in its practical application;
being dependant on the nature of the climate, and
the capabilities of the svil, for the production of
certain Finds of crops; and also upon the rota-
tion or system which the farmer may adopt (all
things considered) as being the best ander the
circumstances 11s which he 1s placed.  Consider-
ing the length and severity of our Canadian
winters, 1 tlhunk we may confidently aflirm that,
in order to winter sheep profitably itis absolutely
necessary to provide comfortable sheds for them,
and racks, and trough, for the reception of their
fuo.l, constructed 1n such a manner that they may
consu.ne their allotted portion without wasting it,
and with due regand to the heeping of their wool
as clean as possible.

|

|

[ have bexun some time in February to give
them turnips once a day, then as they become
lieavier with lamb, say abont the first of March,
twice, moderately, until they have lamnbed.—
After that, as many good cut twnips, as much
good hay as they will cat until the grass comes.
By following this plan, my ewes have had a bet-
ter supply of milk, and the lambs have done better
than they used to do when [ was in the habit of
feeding them after Jambing, with sealded bran,
chop-stuif, or boiled ocats. When they will eat
the hay and tumips no lonaer, and the fresh and
tender arass becomes abundant, to prevent it
from scouring them too much, I consider it a
ond plan toxive them abouta pint of oats, each,
for about a week or ten days,

Having, in my imperfect way, briefly introduc-
ed (N snbject, without enlarging upon it, T shalt
now he happy to hear others, that { may benefit
by their expericuce.

Mr. Harland coineided in the statements made
by Mr. Parkinson, remarking on the propriety of
aiving succulent food to the” sheep in Spring till
the giass was well up. The wreat object of the
farmer was to raise the breed that would suit the
c'imate and pruduce both wool and mutton.  He
was per<naded that, in the present coudition of
the Province, the Leicesters would give nearly
doable the average retuin of any other breed,and
were cousequently the best adapted for the local-
ity. It wasall very well for the wool-buyers to
cry out for fine wool, while they would scarce
give a penny a pound more for it.

Mr. John Carl was of opinion that the cross
from the Leicester ram and the Southdown ewe
came svoner to maturity, and was easier kept
than the pure Leicesters.” He was sorry the Agri-
caltaral Society had thrown the Southdowns over-
board.

Mr. Harland said the Southdowns were no
doubt welladapted for their native climate, and
the short _mossy pasture produced in some dis-
triets of Enelund ; but here, where we had no

I shall now briefly lay before you the manner
in which I have wintered my sheep for the last |
ew years, and which has answered pretty well.
In the beginning of winter [ commence feeding
them with pea straw. As the sheep will only
eata portion of it, I give it tothem in larger
quantities than if they were fed on good hay. 1
have my racks cleared of those portions of the
straw whieh is left, afierthey have picked thvoagh
it, once aday. When my pea straw has been
good, it has been their principal food as long as
it lasted. I say principal, because they also
have had an occasional teed of hay. But when
the straw has been injured by the weather, hay
once a day in addition, and I would approve also
of adding a few cut turnips. I would lere state,
that when breeding ewes are broaght it to their
winter quarters, in proper condition, it is not ad-
visable to over feed them with turnips, or grain,
or anythivg else, that will cause them to become
over fatj for sach a state is unfavorable to the
prodaction of strong, heaithy lambs. When my
supply of pea straw becomes exhausted, ['then
feed them with clover hay. As to quantity, as
much as they will eat without wasting it. In
order to prepare the ewes fur the lambing season,

j down rams continuously.

short downs, but long rank herbage atfording a
full bite, the case was different, and the fall-
wooled Leicesters were the best stock.

. Card raid that lambs from the cross he had
mentioned were ready to Lill off soonerand of
greater weight thanthe Laicesters of the same age

Mr. Harland said that in order to keep up such
a breed, it would b2 necessary to import South-
Would it be advisable
to do so. merely for the purpose of procuring
early lambs for the butcher ? =

Mr. Wright thought Mr. Card’s object—to pro-
cure good lambs for the Lutcher—might be ob-
tained, if, in addition to guod Southdown rams,
there were plenty of pure Leicester ewes in
sock, out forty-nine out of fifty farmers had
ouly grades, common Canadian Sheep improv-
ed by crossing with Leicester rams.  There were
several puints in counection with the subject
which had not beeu noticed, which he wonld
wish to h-ar discussed now, or which micht
furm subject matter for another meeting, namely,
What was the best tine for having lanbs drop-
ped; whetber early or late ones were mast pro-
fitahle ; the best sort of food ; and whether it
were betterto keep salt continually by the sheep,



