8 THE INSTRUCTOR.

Lecture on Mohammed.—Ceutinued from P. S. Advocate.

Mohammed could see that the proba-
bilities weze in his favor, But he knew
that secrecy inviolable is necessary to
success. He gave up business and re-
* tired to the Cave of Hira, three miles
from Mecca. There alone with the Mouk
&who figures in the Koran as the Angel

abriel,) the plan of the new religion
was sketched ; the Koran was prepared,
and there too, we sus} ~t, he diligently
applied himself to learn to read and
write—poetry and eloquencs also receiv-
ed a share of his atiention. Having
spent the day at his studies in the cave,
he returned at night to tell his wife the
wondexful revelations that hed been
made to him by the Angel Gabriel.—
Thus his life passed in obscurity for fif-
teen years. He had now reacbed his
fortieth year, the same in which Moses,
whom he copied, made himself known
to his people. Heresolved to commence
hig mission. Aboutthistime either the
Monk died, or more probably, as some
suppose, he put him out ot the way lest
he shonld disclose his imposture. At

all events, he had no more use for him. .

This brings us to the third great period
in his history to wit, His Aission.

His first convart was his wife, and shs
converted her uncle Waraka, who, it
appears, had some knowledge of the 0ld
Testament Scriptures. He professed: to
believe that Mohammed was the grest
Prophet foretold by Moses. His siave
was next convexted, and for his faith
menumited, His third disciple was his
cousin Ali, a hoy of fourteen years.—
Qhus for three years he continued to
make proselites to the new faith i ge-
eret, which consisted in believing T/ut
thers 18 Ong God, and Mokammed 18 His
Prophet,

In the fourth vear of his mission ho
had made eleven converts, and some of
these were principal menin Mecea. He
now felt himsclf strong enough to make
a public declaration of his claims as 2
Prophet, To seonre a favorable hearing
he made a feest, and invited all the de-
scendents of Motalleb his grandfather;
about forty of them came. After there-~
past Mohammed arose and thus address-
ed them: *I know of no man in Arabia
who can make bis relatives a better pro-
poxal than what X now make you; Lofe

fer you the happiness bothof this world
and that which is to comc. God Al
mighty bath commanded me to ¢all you
unto him. 'Who, therefore, among you
will be my “izer”” No onereplied until
Al, his boyish cousin, rose and said—
0 Prophet of God, I will be thy vizer;
I will beat out the testh, pull out the
eyes, Tip up the bellies, and cut off the
legs of all who dare to oppose thee,”

Mokammed then calmly arose and
tenderly embraced the bey, and said—
¢‘This ismy brother, my deputy, and my
Caliph; therefore, submit to him and
obey him.” The ccmpany laughed to
scorn both Ali and the pretended pro=
phet; but Mahommed, unsbashed by
this uupropitious begitning, resolved
to preach in publie. His piercing wit
and lively imagination, combined with
great strength of memory, had been im-
proved by both trevel and study. And
such was the beauty of his porson, and
the fagcination of his address, that he
was likely to be very saccessful ir pro-
seliting the people.

All this, however, was counterbalanc-
ed by his cutting rebukes of their sense-
less idolatry, Themen of his own tribe
rose against him, and declared them-
selves his enenies, His uncle Abutaleb
still. protected him from their fury,
though he was an unbeliever in his doc-
txine and claims. Persecution now rag-
ed sg fiercely that many of thefollowers
of the prophet were forced to flee acrosi-
the Red Sea, and seek protection from
the Xing of Ethiopia, Among the fue
gitives was his own daughter and her .
hushand.

In the seventcenth year of his mission
the great families of the Xorish formed .
a lecgue against tho Baskamites, be-
cause they would not give up their e
lative Mohammed to theirfury, engsg-
ing to have no communion with them,
and to contract no marriages with their
families, and #0 make this covenant
more solemn, they reduced it {0 writing,
and placed the document in the Caada.
Thus the great ixibe of the Xoxish be-
came divided. Atthe ead of three years
from this disruption Mohammed told his
uncle Abutalab that God had shows
hig disapprobation of the league of the
Korish agains( them, by sending 8 worm:



