PREF ACE.

_THE following Narrative embraces a period of six years, five of
which were spent among various tribes on the banks of the
Columbia River and its tributary streams; and the remaining
portion was occupied in the voyage outwards, and the journey
across the continent.

During this period the author ascended the Columbia nine
times, and descended it eight; wintered among various tribes;-
was engaged in several encounters with the Indians; was lost
fourteen days in'a wilderness, and had many other extraordinary
escapes. ' ' .

He kept journals of the principal events which occurred during
the greater part of this period, the substance of which will be
found imbodied in the following pages. Those who love to read
of “battle, murder, and sudden death,” will, in his description of
the dangers and privations to which the life of an Indian trader is
subject, find much to gratify their taste ; while to such as are fond
of nature, in its rudest and most savage forms, he trusts his sketches
of the wild and wandering tribes of Western America may not
be found uninteresting.

They cannot lay claim to the beautiful co]dliri'ng which the roman-
tic pen of a Chateaubriand has imparted to his picture of Indian
manners ; for the author, unfortunately, did.not meet with any
tribe which approached that celebrated writer’s splendid descrip-
tion of savage life. He has seen many of them before the con-




