12 . ISABEL LEICESTER,

“T hope you will excuse me,” she said, ¢ bat not finding yau in
the school-room I came after you, as I knew that I should not
have any other opportunity this evening.”

Isabel was very much confused, but Emily sat down by her
side, telling her how very muchshe felt for her, and how she
hoped she would consider her a friend. “Mrs, Arnold wrote and
~ told me all about you” she said, “and dear Isabel I will'do all in
my power to make you happy.” ’

But Isabel only sobbed, “I can never be happy again—never.”

#You must not say that, you must not think so,” exclaimed
Emily. ¢ You must come into the drawing-room with us, and
that will cheer you up a bit. I know you will like papa. Elm
Grove looks dreary now, but in summer it is delightful. Tpven, I
always get up early and go for a ramble before breakfast, if I can
only get any one to go with me, and I feel sure you will go with me
next summer. I think I shall breakfast with you, I can’t wait
for mama’s late breakfast, but I would sooner have gone without
altogether, than have taken it with Miss Manning. I oaly left
school you know a few weeks ago, and I like a little fun. I know
1 make the children very outrigeous sometimes, but then, you
know I could not behave at all like a fashionable young lady in
the evening, if I did not get rid of some of my wild spiiis before
hand. By-the-bye she cried, laughing, I believe you will have to
teach nie manners, Miss Massie pronounced me quite incorrigible,
my sister is a perfect model according to her idea, but I could
never be like Grace, I think mamma has given up all thought of
it'.”

“1 -don’t know about teaching you manners, but I must try
what, I can do with Alice and Rose, they are sadly deficient even
in politeness.”

“Ah, you have found that out already have you,” cried Emily
laughing.

Isabel colored, and murmured something about forgetting who
she was speaking to. “O you needn’t mind, I like people who
say what they think” said Emily, “besides that is just what
papa says about them, but you must own that Amy is a nice little
thing, I don’t think she could be rude or unkind.”

. “Yes Amy is a sweet child.”




