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these sources of evidence. Many women are proverbially inacourate as
to dates and in the description of symptoms, and we must ever be on

_our guard against the designing woman, legitimately or- illegitimately

pregnant, who wishes to rid herself of the conception, and who hopes
that by the use of the sound or other instrument incautiously used by
the practitioner, her purpose may be effected. While histery, symptoms,
and the condition of the breasts are all important, the supreme value in
the estimation of the various sources of evidence is to be placed on the
bimanual palpation of the uterus, I am in the habit of impressing this
on my students. 1f, with empty bladder and rectum, and everything
else favourable in the position of the patient, you cannot easily define
the uterine body, so distinctly firm in the nulliparous condition, then

suspect pregnancy. It is thus soft in the condition of pregnaancy, and -

comes nearly to the feel of the roof of the vagina and other structures in
the pelvis. If the uterus can be defined, the value of the so-called
Hegar’s sign,—the sudden increase of size above the junction of the
body and the cervix—is very great. It is in early pregnancy that mis-
takes-in diagnosis are most frequently made, but I have known not a
few in the more advanced stages. Ceses are not unknown of all the ar-
rangements having been made for operation for ovariotomy, and the
patient meanwhile being delivered of a full term child. This has oc-
curred t0° men of world-wide reputation, the wuthors of books and
numerous papers on obstetrical and gynscological subjects. In one in-
stanee which occurred to me, ovarian cyst had beer diagnosed, and the
woman being’vin great distress from the enormous distension, she had |
been twice tapped. She travelled over five hundred miles to reach me
for operation, all the preliminaries having been arranged. I found her
resting on her hands and knees in my waiting room and in that position
she had remained during the night in the sleeping car. On exemina-
tion, I was immediately able, through the cervix, to recognize fcetal
parts. The case proved to be one of twin pregnaney with hydramnios.
The gravid uterus had been tapped and the liquor amnii drawn off.
Beyond a doubt the true nature of this case would have been reeognized
by a careful consideration of history, symptoms, and phrysical signs,
instead of by the mental uttitude of taking certain things for granted.
Recorded instances are by no means single of operators, when doing
hysterectomy for fibroid, being surprised by the discovery of early preg-
nancy. It is safe to say, from what we know of the vegy human nature
of our profession, that many more have never been recorded. It is
doubtless truc that operation was the best course in many such cases.
The sudden increased activity of growth of fibreids previously un-
suspected, in the gravid condition of the uterus, certainly in many such



