) EPLYING on behalf of the Navy, at
the Lord Mayor’s banquet in Lon-
don the other evening, Mr..McKenna
said_that the City of ILondon de-
pended, he supposed, for its pros-
perity more upon an :all-pewerful

navy than had been the case with any other
great city the world had ever seen (hear, hear,)
In this happy land of freedom. they enjoyed,
amongst other privileges, the diluted blessing
of criticism, but the navy stood unassailed and
unassailable in'the esteem, the admiration, and
the love of the great public of the country
(applause). The navy was fortunate in one’
respect inasmuch as it had in the Board of Ad-
miralty a whipping boy. The board were
given every opportunity. for self-improvement
which could be afforded . by candid expres-
sions of opinion about their actions. : If, as was
the case this year, they assembled in _the
North Sea over 300 ships of war for the sum-
mer’s manoeuvres, they were told they were
making a boastful display of their strength.
If, on the other hand, the usual dispersion . of
their fleets in home waters, whether for exer-
cise or for needful repair, prévented their con-
centrating any great force, then they were
charged with not being ready for: war. He
did not say this in any spirit of complaint, for
they gladly recognized on the Board of Ad-
miralty how generously their actions were
viewed by the great public, and they believed
that the same confidence which had been
shown the board in the past:would continue
to be received by it in the future.

He was saying what he was sure they
wotild hear with pleasure, and what the Board
of Admiralty knew he was thoroughly justi-
fied in saying—never in the whole history of
the country had the navy been stronger than
it was at the present moment (cheers). Itwas
only two days since the-latest addition to our
fleet was launched at Devonport by Mrs. As-
quith (cheers). The enthusiasm which such
a ceremony -invariably evoked was the highest
evidence of the strong feeling of satisfaction
* which the nation felt in the gathering strength

of the navy (applause). : Constitutional re-
quirements compelled him . to postpone any
statement -as to what the government propos-
ed to do in the way of securing our independ-
ence and-freedom on the seas in the future as
they had been maintained in the past. - How-
ever, he made no.apalogy. for saying in the
city of London—where the highest considera-
tions of patriotim had always overborne ‘a
natural reluctance to ‘unloosen ‘the purse-
strings—that the charge for maintaining the
supremacy of our mnavy was ‘‘necessarily a
heavy one, But we had supremacy today, and
meant to preserve i§ (cheers).- cod
. In proposing the toast “His Majesty’s Min-
isters,” the Loord Mayor said that  the: tradi-
. tions  of that hall forbade him 'to pause ‘even
for a moment to'consider to which party:in the
State their guests belonged. =~ There must be
differences of opinion as to ‘'measures and
methods, but there would be no difference of
opinion when he expressed their grateful
thanks to his Majesty’s ' ministers - for their
conscientious and unremitting labors in “the
ptiblic service. This was the first time they
had welcomed Mr. Asquith as prime minister,
and the city was proud that one over whose
training she exercised some supervision should
have risen to that position (cheers).

¢ ¢ Mr. Asquith and the Outlook "

Mr. Asquith, on rising to reply, had a cor-
dial reception. He said:—I acknowledge with
gratitude on behalf of myself and my col-
leagues the warmth and heartiness of the tri-
bitte which now, as always, the Corporation of
London is ready and willing to pay to those
who for the time being are entrusted with the
government of the empire. That task, as you,
my Lord Mayor, have said, grows in bulk and
in complexity year by year. =The burden of
responsibility which résts upon, the shoulders
of the advisers of the Crown bécomes heavier
and heavier. But to whatevér political schooi
they may belong, amid all the dust and tumult
of our party controversies, they’ can always re-
ly in their endeavor to uphold’ the commmon
interests of the empire upon the generous con-
-sideration of-their fellow countrymen (cheers,)

My Lord Mayor, since my lamented prede-
cessor spoke in this hall a year ago 'we have
had- to face anxious times. The tide.of pros-
perity upon which for some three Years the
trade of the world had floated buoyantly
has ebbed, and the great producing interests
here and elsewhere have found themselyes
oifce more in the shoals and the shallows, The
depression, which to any student of the cyeles
of economic history was not in itself a matter
of surprise, has been aggravated by special
and exceptional eircumstances—the ° disloca-
tion of the machinery of credit last autumn in
the United States, the outbreak of industrial
disputes_here at home, and, I must add, the

increasingly troubled - outlook in more than
one quarter of the political horizon. I am san-
guine enough, always provided the peace of
the world is maintained—I am sanguine en-
ough to think that there are signs that indi-
cate that the setback of industrial activity may
be not of long duration.. We can, at an}”rate,
rejoice here tonight that in one of our greatest
industries—the cotton trade—counsels of wis-
dom and conciliation have  prevailed, and a
calamity of terrible dimensions has been avert-
ed (hear, hear). : PREYHL P A e

In the meantime, we are taking, as we are
bound to take, all the steps which a generous
and even indulgent interpretation and admin-
istration of the law can suggest to cope. with

<

the problem of unemployment (hear, hear) °
You' will,smy" Lord Mayot, *be_ interested to
héar that.the loans sanctioned-by ‘the loeal’
Government Board to ' local { authorities;" by
which fresh” employment  can “be  afforded,
amount, from August 1 to October 31, to £1,-
464,000—nearly a million and a hali—as com-
pared with £42,000 in the corresponding time
last year. Grants made to the Central (Unem-
ployed) Body for London alone, and = mostly
during the last fortnight, have now reached a
figure of nearly £30,000, and that body and
the Wateér Board are at present employing
more than 4,000 extra men.

: Events in the Near East

. But, my Lord  Mayor, I must pass toa
much wider survey of the situation which con-
fronts us at this moment. The attention of
Europe has for some weeks past been occupied
by the situation created by recent events in the
Near E4st. 'We have been ' the ‘witnesses in
Turkey of one of the most amazing revolutions
in the annals'of history. I am glad to see here
as a fellow guest -tonight his Excellency 'the
Tarkish Ambassador (applause). I am certain
that I am interpreting the feelings not only of
this' company,-but :pf the ' whole British nation,
wheén- I assure him that we are at one in sym-
pathy and in ‘congratulation with him and with
his countrymen in-the establishment of free-
dom and constitutional government in thg Ot-
toman empire (applause). We: recognize to
the fyil the magnitude.of the diffienltiés - that :
have had to. be Tdced’ the tact; judgment, pru--
derice; and constderation with which they were'
successhilly encountered and overcome; " the
happy absence of the violence and the vindic-
tiveness with which changes so far-reaching
and so fundamental have, as a rule, been "ac-
companied, the sagacity, patience, and toler-
ance which have so far distinguished the new
regime (applause). My Lord Mayor, we are
here tonight in the very centre and citadel of
the capital of liberty, and we may claim, as the
oldest of the free countries of the world, that
we have the special right to' welcomé the birth
of free institutions in Turkey. J ;
" 1 need not coneerh you with what followed
in Bulgaria, Bosnia, and * Herzegovina. ~Our
position from the first’ has been ~ cléar.” " We
have taken our stand upon the opinion réach-
ed by mutual: agreement of the Powers.at the
conference held here in London in 1871; that
international ‘treaties icannot be altered (heas,
hear): by the act of one. of the parties without
the consent of the other parties concerned (ap-
plause): - We hold that this stipulatien covers:=

the alterations of the Treaty of Berlin, which -

were ifivolved in what has recently been done,’.
and that the assent must be obtained of -all
Powers, including Turkey. : Subject to this, in
otir opinion, all-important principle, - we shail
do all'we can to promote the general - agree-

e

ment by which nations can .be restored,to'va
normal ang reconciled condition. Let me say.

~here that the British govérnment have no pre-

judice against and no preference for any . par-
ticular method by which a settlement may - be
reached, and that, from the beginning, there
has never been even the shadow of a founda-
tion for the suggestion that.we have not pro-
posed, but deprecated or discouraged direct ne-
gotiations between Turkey and Aystria, or be-
tween Turkey and Bulgaria.

involving the alteration of the
be countersigned by the other parties to the
treaty (applause). We are of -opinion, as
Turkey is the Power . which has been most pre-
judiced by what hasitaken place, that it is for
those who have prejudiced her to find means of
making a settlement which will be consistent
with her honor and Her ‘interests (applause).
But we have recognized from the first that it
was for Turkey to consider for h
posals which might be made to her, and that if
Austria or if Bulgaria were to arrive at a direct
understanding with Turkey: which  would-be
acceptable to her, the way, wotild be smoothed
for a general settlenient.:

Feeling, my Lord Mayor, is running  high -
fow in the Bdlkan States;:and there are other.

difficulties, I regret to say, besides those I haye,
‘mentioned which will have to be overcome be-

- fore the Near Edst can revert toa normal goni--
_dition, For out_part, we shall do what we.cani *
> Powers to.-urge.

in conjufiction ‘with the other
on all ‘conieerrded moderafion . and  restraint—
never more needed than at this moment—and
to find some method of counsel for allaying
the strong feelings, here of resentment, there
of expectation, which have been inevitably ar-
oused. . Before the recent ¢risis it had been ar-
ranged that the Russian foreign minister, who
was paying,a visit to the other capitals of Eur-
ope, should include London in his tour. Iam
glad to have this'oppdrtunity of saying that it
has been a great satisfaction to us to find.in the
discussions which took’ place with him that
both the Russian and the British governments
approached thé Near Eastern question—which
Has always had an éminous sound and signifi-
carice in the past—irom the same point of view
(applause). ' One of th ppiest of the indi-
réct results of oty ha ‘
ment ‘with  Russa’
been that we should
have been, fo talk frat mpath
when this crisis arose_neater .home, and that
in spite of the fact that the crisis came  su
denly without giving us" an opportunity for
previous discussion’or‘preparation.
- Situation in Russia ;

In this connection, my Lord Mayer; may

mention in passing that since the Anglo-Rus-

a. It is true; as'
“have said, that we hold that any arrangement
; reaty-of Ber-
- lin arrived at betweeti these Powers alofie must

self any pro-

" ernment.

sian convention was concluded Persia, as you
all know, has been in a state of disorder, which
has beén most felt in the North, in the imme-
diate vicinity of the Russian frontier. The in-
convenience and lossccaused to Russian inter-
ests, the anxiety felt in the minds of Russian
subjects, have -much’ exceeded  anything that
we, as a sation, have been-called uipon- to.. ex-
perience.- But -his-Majesty's government felt

‘—and I'am’glad to have the opportunity of

saying this—his Majesty’s’ governiment ' felt
that upder exceéedingly trying conditigns’ the

-Russian government have acted with!

strairtt-and moderation in the 'inter

' palicy of non-intervention in Persia (cheers).
It is, of course, urgently to be desired that

these disorders in Persia should speedily be
brought to an end, and to secure that object
we have joined with the Russian government
in pressing the Shah to fulfil his promise with
regard to a' copstitution, and to give amnesty
to political offenders. ; 3
Before I pass from this part of my subject,
may I say that though I have expressed satis-
faetion at the result of the discussions which
took ‘place, I do not  wish it to be. 'supposed
that we desire to see Europe divided ifito sep-

_arate groups in‘connection with the new situa-

tion in the Near East. We have found  our-

sélves in complete sympathy with France;who

is the ally of Russia, but at the same time we,
ha

‘and; T beliéve, the other Powers als :

‘been-equally frank: “in our communications
with Gérmiany and Jgaly, who. are alljes of
“Austria. : For¢we recognize that the common

object. of Europe ought ‘tq be to overcome the
difficulties which have already arisen without

-creating new difficulties, and that this can only

be done by.a policy which springs from general
consent. Diplomatic victories, may be too
dearly bought. One Power’s success: may. be
so.cheap. as to involve another’s disappoint-
ment. and discomfort, and thereby . .the ™ very
friction is generated which it should be the aim
of a wise diplomacy to avoid. . We, at any
rate—let me say this_in concluding what I
have to say on this matter—we have taken up
in these affairs an entirely disinterested atti-
tude. We ask nothing for ourselves. We do
not seek to take advantage of the situation for
any purpose of our own, Our sole objécts are
‘these: %"o maintain the public law of Europe
(cheers), to secure for the new regime in Tur-
key just treatment and 2 fair chance, and to
promote such an adjustment of . the varidus
interests and susceptibilities which afe’ihvolv-
ed as may prevent disturhance.of . the . peace,
and open the road to freedom and to g :
.. Anglo-German Relations '
My Lord Mayor, I must tréspass on your
indulgence for two or three moments longer

.while I refer to another topic, which must ' be

Canadian Women on the Public 'Healgh

- IS Excellency the ernor-General presid-
{ ed at the session of\ffie Natienal Council
of Women in the Normal school assembly
nall, when Public Health was the theme
of & number of excellent papers and ad-
dresses, AR AT
His Excellency called on' the convener
of the committee on public health,” Mrs;
B _Adam Shortt, of Kingston, for the report
of that committee. The principal points taken up-
were the names adopted by the council to have the
various mubicipalities throughout Canada take ‘steps
to combat the great white plague, tuberculosis. - The
manner in which they had been_successful in somg of
the cities was then gone into. In Toronto, fop:in-
stance,: the council. had-undertaken -a- “crusadé ‘to
precure for the city a supply of pure drinking water,.
and. had secured the submission of a by-law.to epect
a filtration plant there, which had been voted en and .
passed by ‘the residents of:-the city, - An effort. was.
being made to procure the appointment . of medical
men as inspectors of heaith:in'schools, and the strug- .
gle was still going on befgre -the school board ‘there.
The proper handling .0f bread had' been: gecured, -and.
the anti-tuberculosis work was also succeeding in a
great measure, - Sen s
“*Phe Hamilton branch reported that the water sup-
ply of the city was excellent; and the sewage guestion
was also 4n''good condition. They had a splendid
health-asseciation there, which with the assistance of
Mrs. Orerar -and the Daughters of the Empire was
_doing splendid work. A prominent Hamiltonian bad:

‘glven the city one hundred acres.with a house oh it,

and a provincial grant had been séoured, and if :

now used as a sanitarlum, having been . opened. in

May, 1908, by His Excellency Earl Qrey. . Through th

generosity of Mr, and Mrs. William Southam lﬁk,

%sri}\;mu_ for. advanced cases of tubercnlosis would ndw
o BullE T . :

The report went on to deal at length with work be-
ing done in other parts of Cénada, and -among other
centres the work in Ottawa was taken up. The re-
port ‘of. the Jocal council said that the general public
were more diligently observing the laws of nature. A
free dispensary had been established and the board of
health had improved the milk supply. Werk had been
done towards having the bakers to wrap. the loaves of -
bread before delivering. i

In Montreal a pure milk league had been establish-
ed, ‘and was:largely aided by the press of that city,
which had moulded public opinion on the ‘_cmi'?suq;x
and also largely by individual work, - Medical inspec-"
tion had been introduced in the schools' largely
through the efforts of the council, and twelve medical
men had been employed by the city council to do the
works Two lady doctors had recently been added to
the work 'in the high schools, The report referred to
the recent gift of Colonel Buriand of $50,000 to pro-
vife a sanitarium for advanced cases of mbmh:dg s,
A bylaw against expectoration is also before i &
council, and is being endorsed by the press,

The work in rgoll, Halifax and London was
gone into in detail, 4nd showed that the members of
the council in these cities had been doing excellent
mk in connection with the crusade against tubercu-

8. : ~

A committee of public health had been formed to
assist the work of the Canadian Anti-Tuberculosis as-
sociation. - There .was need for great work against
this dread disgase; and yet of 40,000 people in Canada
afflfeted with (it 8,000 were likely to dle within the
next year. There seemed to be an apathy in dealing
with this dlsease, yet no one could escape e¢oming in
contact with it at one time or another. The Federal
government gave an annual grant to the council
agsist in the work, and this provided for a lecturer, a
secretary and printing of literature,  The  repogt

Sl s %

. sade against tuberculo

_cana were ahead of us,

" of tuberculosis in fam

. #chool hours by one half and inerease the play hours .
$e41

spoke. of the time. given gb: 'ihe preparations for ba-
zaars, and said that if .48 much time were given to
fighting tuberculosis as was given to preparing for

_‘thése affairs much good would result.

.+ -In conclusion, the report claimed for the work the
utmost public interest; as it-w:
+death, and demanded that’the p
interest in a substantial mann
power to help to enfores muni
moting places for treatment. '

y 3 A Great Work. .-

.a work  of life or
lic should show its

1 laws ‘and in pro-

. Dr, Bryce, the chief, medical jnspector for the Do-

minton, also made the subjeet of his address the cru-
8is, and sald that of the many
‘subjects open- to himr'td peak bn’ {n connettion with
pablic health; hé chose this because it was the great-
est work that had been Uhdertaken by anybody -in
many years, - He had just returned from the Intefna-
tional Medical congress, held récently at Washingten,
‘and'it was one of the most impartant subjects taken

= up by that+body. "He said that the ladles of - the

counell were on-the right track .in their manner of

. dédling ‘with' it,”for if ‘'we could reach the home and

family with the fight, 'w ; arer sold~
tigp of'tthg swgag*&:t tuberc 1 tAxe -
phase of the work was prevention. ‘A" municipal coun-
cil might obtain the p%&:;to" ke hold of any law
and do ‘what it liked Wwith it and could force building
regulations; but it wﬁ lrgﬁ&wizg the municipality to
say whether this counld .'gg or not. ' The Ameri-
1 | 80me regards, for instance,
thelr erican g::.lé % n”: was
doing a tréméndous wor) ch’ exten
Union, A larg ‘sfﬂ been taken by the.
in.unddt:ﬂ.nt, e public- health movernent ' in ;
The degree‘of prevalence’of tubgrculosis In any fam-
jlg or state was thqmtea%rz of existing social status
of that family or ptat%l. Tha result of the-prevalence
‘ : ed wag the loss of the princi-
-pal breadwinners, and the forcing of .the  children
from school at a very early age. It was a pitiful pic-
ture when the financial resqurces of a family were

v drained through caring.for one or more members af-

flicted with'the dread disease, but it was complete
Referring to the immigrants coming lnt‘:) the
country, Dr, Bryce stated ithat they should be ‘taught
at once the mauner of living in vogue here,.in fact,
we should not walt until the slums of our cities were
created; we should accustom these strange people to
our ideas of life. It should be provided that there
should be no over-crowding of houses; this was one
of the first great steps to be .taken. In the city of Ot-
tawa seven years ago there been started an_anti-
consumptive  league which had been doing. splendid

work, and producing great results, There were 100’

consumption in the.city, whi
to 88 for,the next year, The doctg:‘

deaths in 1906

referred to the good work bouf done by the May

Court club, which had opened a dispensary in the c

and had already dealt with many cases. It was up’tgg
the public to say to the eity counecil: “Will you sup-
port legislation to prevent overprowding of houses
and proper medical inspection in schools?” - If they
gnd?nt%t. ';lhve ;;;lx::lic ::lould,\;tlmn answer them., The

e social problem was -
fight against tuberculosis, - hay advax;ce i

G Sumrviqq:'f‘Phyl'ﬁinimdn

s M. Peters, of 8t. John, N. B., 8¢

new suggestions as.to thetr : ot the ohild at
school. “One aid to education would be to reduce the

by the same length of time,™ : 2 -

ments which wego reu‘l’fuf' g i

plause. L

m‘él? oﬁlp -t d \d playg ersal
¢ us_strides, and playgreunds filled a uni

need nmd)u_s of the leoot the: city. vvmyir;dn‘da

ound movement. had grown with- tre-

[
-

by doing all in its

.ing thirty-thousand dollars for their upkeep .

- continued-the speaker, but . we must also\

great ¢

 ecognized as an gld:to education.
£ ! :IBI oyer the -

. plish.-+He ;was-led to- believe that if ‘the

eatment. of the-child at ..

with = considerable ap-

‘were more mnecessary in smaller towns where ‘there
was so little to occupy the young mind, and prevented
idleness on the part of the children, -The cities of St.
John, Halifax, Kingston and Toronto, had all tried the

_playground -experiment, and it had met with great

success. In Toronto- the -school - board had thrown
open -during the summer months the playgrounds of
five of the schools there, and had: ointed a salaried

,supervisor for each, and -the results have been Vvery
_satisfactory. . AE ‘

In Ottawa the matter had been 'b/rougbt before the
council . five - years 0, but no definite action was
taken, 4nd permission was obtained to leave the school
playgrounds open at all times for the children of the
neighborhood, o

... Mys, Cox, of Montreal, was the mext speaker, and

she referred at some length to the playground move--
ment.. . The city of Chicago had spent eleven millions
to establish free playgrounds and was annually-spend-

d sy~
14 cen-
workers,
w g & nation
of ‘well and- fully ‘developed ‘men and women.. It.was
not too late to mend ann'.anqktwovan for- this: We

ene

were at present spending undred per cent. more

pervision, It was.one of the great playgrgy
tres. . Wé must 1ot "be merely a‘nation .

for: juvenile reform ‘than we

t ret ere orwuﬁlo, r n for
- children. 'The cheap theatre and dancing hall satis-
fles, while it demioralizes a. d&n taste, Ther

£
_whil estic taste. 'The real-
business-of ¢hildhood is not'to pﬂ.}f’h examinations but
to grow.up. -The playground should. be org | and
v e

g o rrHis Expellenoy - ~vhe Dt

In closing the meeting, Earl Grey said it had given
him great  pleasure to take the chajr. He was siire
that where 'a few women wete"'m@gd,'t E
earnest there were few things they could nag accom-

- Hu : “agsociation

could secure ladies of the same calibre as those who
had spoken during the evening, they would be able to
secure the aid of the Federal government in their fight
against tuberculosis and for supervised playgrounds.
The teachers and mothers of Canada had the future
of  the gountry in: their hands, and he depended on
them to make it & great nation. One way to do this
was to organize the play of the ‘children. The women
of Canada had another great responsibility, and that
Mwas to see that the rising generation were brought up
with good manners. e was a firm believer in the
destiny -of Canada, and it depended on the coming
eneration, and they depended on the women ttgélou-
y attend to the matter of infusing general courtesy,
com,w;ly known as good manners. He had ' found
good manners in all parts of the country, but especi-
ally in the French Canadian portions, which had in-
stalled in him a great respect for them, .

FaRu s

Street car conductors regard inquisitive women
passengers with superstitious dread, The other day
z gx:ﬁeb}etw &ut in ashcar.dand that car was hitched as
r to the one ahead. began

to uk'vqttx'asuoxl:;.h Prcmt;ly o oman‘ ;

“What wou appen,” she said, “if
3 g:o,w %xt i‘x& :ga.t car ‘:;head? What %auit;“bmwm
t us? ou e ahea

Soth 1t Ihoue em?"m d of that be able to drag
;vo"t'.donv";: know.: gd the conductor.

3 e waon' ve a chance to find out. ' |
::;zl;t mehieyx;tt o!;n t&m{t ﬁn&has never happened bt

i n 4

S o R e

ust then there came an explosion ahead, and bi
cars came to a standstill, The mgg ‘had :?Sw: o::m
* “Confound that woman!” growled the conductor.
“That:is: s,llyher fauit. « This wouldn’t have happened
gon-:;"ha.dnt, asked so many fool questioms, She's a

“But  don’t

. 3 it

very near to the minds of every one whom I
am addressing, A variety :of circumstances
have recently caused the relations between
Great Britain and Germany to become the sub-
ject of active public discussion. It is almost
.exactly a year since the Germaa Emperor
was the guest of "your predecessor, whom I
see sitting beside me, in this very hall. Some
of us—and I was one—who were présent on
that occasion cannot forget his Majesty’s em-
phatic and impressive . declaration that the
governing purpose of his policy was the pre-
servation of the peace of Europe and the main-
‘tenance of good relations between our two
cotintries (cheers). It is in the spirit of that
declaration, a spirit which aims not only at
peace but at good will, that we desire to deal
with other Powers, with Germany certainly
not least. It is that spirit which has guided
and which will guide us in all negotiations, ac-
tual or prospective, regarding the present dif-
ficulties in European politics. © And if—as [
trust and believe is the case—the other Powers
cherish the same desire and intention, then,
my Lord Mayor, the clouds which for the mo-
ment darken the sky—whether they originated
in the Balkans or elsewhere—will disperse
without a storm. Peace will be assured, ex-
isting friendships will be maintained unimpair-
ed, and it is not too much to hope that the at-
mosphere all round will be clear of the vapor-
ous suspicion and distrust. Therefore I sub-
mit to you, and to others outside and beyond
these walls, there should be no talk at such
times of isolation, hostile relations, and rival
combinations among the Powers—those Pow-
ers who are the general trustees of civilization
and of its greatest and paramount safeguard,
the peace of the world. Nothing will ‘induce
us in this country to falter or fall short in any
one of the special engagements which wehave
undertaken, to be disloyal ‘or unfaithful for a
‘moment to any existing friendship.: Andithat,
1 think, shows the determined:and uhalterable
‘mind f the whole country: (hear, hear). And
it ‘is ‘equally true of the temper of the govern-
‘ment and of the nation to say that we haye -no
animosities ‘to ‘gratify nor selfish: interest: to
advanceé; and that we shall not be reluctant to
igrasp any hand ‘that ‘is'extended:to us-in-good
will and in good faith. SRR I

. »: My Lord Mayor, 1 have spoken of what is
not merely a British, but a European, interest
~an intergst in which; indeed, all communities
of the world have a shate.. :And these shall be
“my final Twords: - ‘The: primary, -obligation
which-every government owes to. -the people

of its own country is to maifitain and safeguard -

the national security (hear, hear). No one
nderrates:the impertant functions which, fall
in this. respect upon our Navy. It is npon
the Navy that we here place our.main reliance,
not only for the integrity of our shores, but
for the protection of our commerce and the
sustenance of our people (applause). No one
who is.conversant with the facts can impugn
.the proposition laid down a few moments ago
‘by ‘my right hon. iriend -and colleague the
First Lord of the Admiralty—that the British
Government is at this moment fully equal to
any responsibility which can conceivably be
thrown upon it, e

... Nayal Policy et
I had:the pleasure, as he had, on Satdrday
last, of being present at one .of the most im-
pressive and moving spectacles I think ever
witnessed—the launching of his Majesty’s ship
Collingwood (hear, hear), the sixth vessel to
take ‘the water of what is known as the
‘Dreadnought type, My Lord Mayoer, every
foreign Power knows that if we have estab-
lished—as. we have—and if we mean to main-
tain—as we do (hear,  hear)—indisputable
supremacy on the seas, it is not for the pur-
of aggression or adventure, but it is that
we may fulfil the elementary duty which we
owe to the Empire; to uphold, beyond the
_reach—yes, beyond thé risk—of successful at-
tack from outside, our commerce, our indus-
try, our homes (loud and prolonged applause).
It is not, in my opinion, necessary—indeed, [
think .it_ would be highly undesirable—to at-
tgmgt to anticipaté, by any public announce-
~ment, at this stage, the programme which the
Admiralty will lay  béfore Parliament < next
year. It is a matter upon which we are in
close and constant communication with: our
naval® advisers, and -the country may beas-
sured—for the moment. I hope it will béicon-
tent ta rest assured-—the country may be as-
sured that nothing will be left undone to-keep
our Navy fully abreast of our national, of our
Tmperial, necessities (cheers). Governments
me and go, parliamentary and electoral ma-
joritiés wax and wane, but there is one con-
viction which the people of ‘these islands hold
with unshaken unanimity. . It is that.in.our
unquestioned and. unquestionable command of
the seas is to be found the best safeguard for
ouir intereésts as'a nation and for the peaceful
intercourse of mankind (cheers). My Lord
Mayor, I thank you once more and, with you,
this whole company, for the cordiality. with
which they drank the toast of his Majesty’s
%inisters. I thank you especially for the more
an kind—the moving—expressions which
you used with regard to myself. I assure you
—the sheriffs, aldermen, and councillors of the
-great Corporation of Lendon whom I see
seated around this table—that I for one can
never forget the debt of gratitude which I owe
to them. It is to me a special pleasure and
p{xwle)ge to have been their guest (loud ap-
plause). i } :
The Lord Mayor proposed the toast of the
Foreign Ambassadors, to which the Turkish
Ambassador replied. =~ -
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