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A British Trans-Asiatic Railway Would Consolidate
- Impesial Interests.
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“Darg Yt Harper's Monthly Magazine
shows, ib_his own characteristic and
sgical 'wl:& Jhow between the thirtieth
and fortieth ‘parallels of latitude in Asia
there lies @ belt of great physical and
“The division of
Asia,” he truly remarks, “is east and
west: movement is-north and south,” the
general tendency of Russia being to drive
a wedge down to the Persian Gulf. And
the Captain concludes by ‘declaring that
a railway from the Mediterranean to thee
Persian ‘Gulf will undoubtedly be 2 “ea-
ture of the future development of Asia.
It is = very ' regrettable the,t  so
little has been done towards this
end, but the recent threatening activity of
Russia against Persia and Acfghanistan
may be a blessing in disgaise in com-
pelling the British: goverument to take
measures for securing ler influence in
these regions. 4
The best and sures’, way to consolidate
our Asiatic empire is to use the same
medans that Russia is using to unite her

should regard such eacroachment, ~ He
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‘““Such aggression could only be prose-
cuted in the teeth of international moral-
ity, in defiance of civilized opinion, and
with “the wltimate certainty of a war
with this Gountry that would ring from
e to pole.”’
mfh dictpugn like this, emanating from one
avho, since the death of Sir Henry Raw-
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entrepot of Western and Oriental itrade;
de- |land of warious dslands, including the
dotted along the
St. | southern shore of Arabia.

{Hat such aggression ought to be treated
by England as a casus belli, and it is
impossible for those anxious for the wel-
fape of our Asiatic dominions not to re-
joice at such plain speaking. The harm
done by the persistent silence of En-
glish Ministers is incaleulable, as it en-
courages our rivals to formulate ever-in-

All these are| creasing pretensions and demands. Rus-
British seil, while the hinterland for a|gia was not only allowed but actually
considerable distance round .Aden and the| encouraged by England to occupy an ice-
valleys of Hadramaut to the east are as| free port in the Gulf of Pechili. The
much British as the native States of In-| consequences of that fateful
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ws :gh ?:o wlearly that the military |ing as to this.

party -bave.always had their way in

plans .as:anything else for us but a
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excitement.
_At that time England was ﬁegply inter-
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-way from the Syrian coast and down the

amongst ‘other authorities, i¢ very, strik-| cent to the shores of the Indian Ocean
The rulers :of Shihr and| would be nothing else but a fatal wedge
the | Mokalla, the two principal ports of Had-| interposed between
end, -se it wonld be folly if we were to
megard this mmomentary arrest of their

Bgypt and India,

ramaut, are British stipendiaries. Mus-| which in her own highest interests, and
cat, -as we know, is virtually under the|in the interests of the hundreds of mil-

for- |:suzerainty of ‘Great Britain. while the|lions commitied to her proteetion, Eng-
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our | is :policed by our gunboats, and British- the di > 3
Indian residents are posted at the chief| Russian and British influence in Persia
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‘the |:ghee, dates, horses, and other

«object of shortening the route to India.|it boasted a population of some 20,

But nothing wae actually done, and,|and native enterprise has erected there
though various schemes have in the in-
terval been brought forward and discuss- ience of the shipping.
.ed in the public press, there has been a|}of Commons select committee recommend-

E o and discreditable apathy in
structing a work that has been long
plainly demanded

anerce .and the- darge.
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manger fashion, because another nation
has had greater foresight and enterprise
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provide an outlet for the cereal
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sdevelo
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the fertile traets of

ions of the Sultan, is In
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low-countrymen could entertain towards
#he scheme, especially when it will provide
a quicker alternative route from Europe | sible and useful step.
to the Bast for the many thousands of
Anglo-Indians who are incessantly jour-
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‘When once means
are provided for spanning the Bosphorus

England and India.
and for through trai
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Th 8 e WHOGE of (e See O t via Kerman and Yezd to Ispa-
+the interior of Arabia, viz.: Nejd, Jebel the, east vl

:Shomer, El Juf, and El Hasa, and pearls, » $4- 0
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ROBIE wiomen, A0 docksvégzntlzgecggsx;e with the foreign department of

Where then is the dividing line between

to be drawn? Here again’ Lord Curzon

At fthe head of the gulf there is a very| fortunately comes to our aid:

%A line can be drawn from Seistan on

rolonged west to Burnjird,
Hamadan, and Kermanshah, gouth of

plated therein, an i .
roduee | which no. hostile influence should be tol- 2 and their general develop
‘are conveyed thence down the gulf, eith-| ¢ ”

‘er rz native boatssh to 'lE'ersiant ,;)r %ra’bian d
iports, or for transhipment to the steamers| spproximately traced by Sir b tode vontes & I

of the British India Steam Navigation Drummond Wolff, who was for some|lang communi.catiolxlxd bg;e:l;o&tsg;:gagé
Company’s ships to be carried to Kara-| years our Ambassador at Teheran; and

chi and Bombay. If ever the talked of{j¢
the | trans-Arabian railway line is constructed| ¢rp
head <of the Persian Gulf, and a select
~committee of the House of Commons was neck of the huge Arabian
-appointed to examine into the various | direct to the head of the

Henry

as generally undemtpod, it is not con-
ry to the confidential understanding

from Alexandrid or Port Said across the| pitherto believed to subsist between Rus-
ninsula and | gia and Great Britain, there is surely

Persian. Gulf, | enough basis for the erection thereon of
evi- | Koweit would undoubtedly be its eastern] g

«dence from experts and authorities. The

a sound and fixed international policy

terminus. It is one of the finest harbore| with regard to Persia.
the |in Western Asia, and ought undonbtedly i
and | to form one of the regular ports of cal 3 On th
iti i towards Afghanistan? n th ,

Wﬂﬁlﬂ 02 ﬁhetgr%m%lmla steametl‘ls. tAlith';%%‘(’) Leedless to waste much speculation. As| from being too heavy and overpowering.
il vl O L o to the Amir, there is no valid ground| When we consider how carefully  the
for impugning his loyalty to Great Brit- Euphrates Valley select committee exam-

He has had his chronic squabbles

ernment of India, but, with the imper-

i ion . i ould be
con- | ed the construction of a railway down fect information .to hand, it W

X s i t ir to adjudge him in the wrong)sary or ill-timed. One of the most em-
and | the Enphrates valley, with the view of most unfa s ndilal_lgtoreixn\ b bt e s TR aar
never been 80 con!s&wuoggls&lsutoeessttnleaats going carefully ‘and at great length into
frtar 3 warrant us in inferri at our treat-
e fer e Taer Gitctyivents the DrOJSGH }xc;ent of Abdurrahman has been all that| trans-Asiatic railway could be built for

His last} forty mijlion sterling, or less than the

fel-

 As to Persia, matters stand differently

will :amount to at least three days be-|gions to the wvest which show very clear

tween England and India.

The accomplishment of’ this project| compensation somehow for the German| ful
might require time, but it would be & |econcession.

powertul encouragement to the construc- | mobilization has been made by Russia| interesting.
fian of the “alt'British railway to China,” | on the Herat frontier, and a loan of
3 for C. ' A.|millions sterling concluded

0 “strongly” ded by Mr.
0 uyx vth*f: ‘Review for

Moreing's project was. for a railway from
Alexandria, across. the isthmus of Sinai

ptember, | Shah’s

shortening the route to India, Koweit
g Noviv‘. was to have been the southern terminus.
‘that Gexmany has come® forward Wit
“?Iks.foryuking“‘up‘_the work, what | has been allowed to lapse and languish | (™ tesmanlike and equitable.
e ‘i’ib:‘f“r"l“y' ',:0 kowel:t has remméx{ed un-| 8 fiverance was made to Mr. Thomas| capital expenditure of the London and
::rsxissa'ry ag;ivgiefr’xd g:vnsa‘;ie;édatheerxemta(ﬁ Martin, the only remaining Englishman | South-Western railway.
some months, evidently paving the way declared. a £ the Tr: al, that
: 9 p , a propos of the Transvaal, ent se
for the extension of the German railway England’s troubles wer;hhis t(ll'oll:blesy hil‘ 011!1;l m'stltsnngt on the institution of such a
g < stren, was his strength, and her weak-| committee of inquiry on the greatest Im-
jes?

‘will to a wcertain extent add to German |of Teutonic commercial enterprise,. we lies?
prestige throughout the Asiatic domin-
It is impossible to

from Bagdad to the sea, which we are

dueed to call at Koweit, would be a sen-

throughout.

in Cabul, and to him the Amir frankly

Fngland must remember that I

ought mot to neglect plain measures for am always ready te fight for her on
the prggo‘txi‘tontot l?)riti?h trad,e}‘ ar;d tg!el well to talk of Oriental imstability, but
:swghl‘: B:itisg ﬁgia“;;;zfsnc;l: b:oin- an allegiance that has borne the test of I.

land, here or in India.” It is all very

twenty years’ experience is no light mat-
ter, and in the face of facts assurances
like these must count Tor something.
.| While Abdurahman is alive there is 1o

We all know how irritated the Russian| strong likelihood of Russia plunging in-
press was at the German railway con-| to hostilities, and our only course at pres-
cession to Bagdad. The Novoye Vremya, | ent is to strength
in particular, declared that Ruseia could | chistan and Persia, without forcing the

grom Calais to the | not be indifferent to the extens‘ig)ﬁ of the| Amir's hand in his own dominions. At
headl .of the Persian Gulf, swift steamers | influence of other countries in ASi

being jprovided to cover the interval to
Karachi and Bombay, the saving in time

a Min-| the same time if Lord Curzon, who is
or and Mesopotamia, and since then two| personally known to the ruler of Afghan-
mnotable events have occurred in the re-| jstan, could arrange

-| over the general situnation the meeting

ly that Ruesia was determined to have| could not fail to be opportune and fruit-

government and  the

customs,

oreing, Russian| owed only a vaguoe
1899, 1 mmay riefly  recall that Mr.|Bank at Teheran, secured on the national| Khan of Khelat. We are the

Whether the former step was| power there, but we have

An ostentatious military| ~As to Baluchistan, matters are getting IL

It is now about twenty

2% | years that our influence has been supreme

between. the| throughotit that region, which previously

allegiance to the
ramount
een very

o 2 .| British interests ] ; i
This delineation coincides with the line may best be safeguard

What then is to be our future attitude| M.P.’s, an engineer, and others would be
is it is|requisite, to prevent the official element

the gov-| far less import to the interests of the

en our position in Balu-

to confer with him

Western and Hastern possessions, If
Lord Salisbury i correct in saying that
Western policy in China is a policy of
railways, the same certainly holds good
of Western Asia. Although we are hap-
pily the‘ first naval power, it seems fool-
ml}, while other powers are busy consid-
ering how to push their railroads down
to the sea, that Great Britain should re-
solutely stand aloof and neglect similar
enterprises, which are so vital to the
security of her scattered possessions, The
reason of this apathy is partly geogra-
phical ignorance and partly the extraor-
dinary difficulty of getting different pub-
lic depargmen’cs to work together to-
wards a joint undertaking.

A great trunk railway from the Nile
to the Xang-tze would be a magnificent
enterprise, benefiting Great Britain en-
ormously; and from various points of
view, apart from its commercial and ad-
ministrative importance, the post office
the India office, the colonial office, the
war office, and the foreign office would
all profit. But when one endeavors to
yoke all these to one team, the task be-
comes almost hopeless. It is natural for
departments to regard questions from
their own standpoint, and a many-sided
undertaking invites the eriticism that
springs from a vague consideration of
obstacles outside one's own epecial ex-
perience. ‘While the British public are in
an anxious but indeterminate frame of
mind as regards this great question, it
appears to me the very best way to ap-
proach the subject would be to appoint a
confidential committee who ~would be
chapged with the duty of “considering the
strides made by foreign nations in the
countries east and west of India, the
railway and other concessions contem-

ment, and to examine and report how

ed, having especial heed to the opening

the Mediterranean on the one side and
China on the other.” A representative
from each of the public departments
mentioned above ought to serve on the
committee, with the addition perhaps of
one from the telegraph branch and an-
other from the treasury. An equal num-
ber of non-official members, merchants,

ined a question of kindred character but

Empire, no one will be able to say that
the proposed inguiry would be unneces-

the project is of opinion that the British

It would be a
grave and deplorable omission if the
present session were to pass away with-

CHARLES E. D. BLACK.
L et 0 G
MAY AND JUNE.

May comes, days comes,
One who was away comes;
All the erath is glad again,
Kind and fair to me.

May comes, day comes,

One who was away comes;

Set his place at hearth and board
As they used to be.

May comes, day comes,

One who was away comes;
Higher are the hills of home,
Bluer is the sea,

June comes, and the moon comes
Out of the curving sea,

Like a frail golden bubble,

To hang in the lilac tree.

June comes, and a croon comes
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“Three Men on Wheels,” by Jerome K.
Jer some, is full of laughable anecdotes
2ad adventures. It is told with all the
author’s inimicable drollery, and is a
book exactly suited to an idle summer
day’s reading. Of plot, there is none;
the author simply relates the adventures
of three friends who make a tour of
Germany on bicycles. It takes them
some time to start; they have numbers
of things to 'decide, among them the
everlasting luggage question.  In regard
to this, they always follow George's
Unele Podger’s advice, i

“Always before beginning to pack,”
my uncle would say, “make a list.”

He was a methodical man.

“Take a piece of paper”—he always

everything you can possibly require; then
go over it and see that it contains noth-
ing you can possibly do without. Im-
agine yourself in bed; what have you got
on? Very well, put it down—together
with a change, You get up; what do you
do? ‘Wash yourself. hat do you
wash yourself with? Soa& ut down
soap. Go on till you have ed. Then
take your clothes. Begin at your feet;
what ‘do you wear on your feet? Boots,
shoes, socks; put them down. Work up
till you get to your head. What else
do you want besides clothes? A little
brandy; put it down. A corkscrew; put
it down. Put down everything then you
don’t forget anything.”

“This is the plan he always pursued
himself. The list made, he would go over
it carefully, as he always advised, to see
that he had forgotten nothing. Then he
would go over it again, and strike out
everything it was possible to dispense
with. Then he would lose the list.”

Mr. Jerome speaks of the German love
for order in everything. “Your German
likes Nature, but his idea of Nature is a

began at the beginning—“put down on it |

PR
of some kind; but what it is we can®iot’
guess. The plot .is 1.mh.appxly chosen.

Seldom can one have the platlite of
reading a more humorow written vol-
ume than “A Master of £t,” by W,
W. Jacobs. It is, like most of the au-
thor’s* books, a tale of the eea, and is
;ugl of breezy interest from start to fin-
is

Captain Flower, a very entertaining
villain, has become engaged to three
young ladies at the same time. He seeks
the help of the mate, Fraser, to aid him
in the difficult task of “unengaging” him-
self to two of them and marryin the
one with whom he fancies himself in
love. He is rather unscrupulous in the
course he pursues, but he so often gets
the worst of things, that one’s sympathy
is unconsciously ﬁiven him all through
the book, especially at the last, when,
everything cleared up, he returns to his
home to marry the girl of his choice, and
finds that she is just in the act of being
wedded to Fraser, the mate.’ In justice
to Fraser it must be said, however, that
both he and the lady believed Flower to
be in the depths of the ocean. He had
shipped before the mast as a last re-
source, intending to return when mat-
ters had emoothed themselves out. The
sghip was wrecked and his friends believ-
ed him drowned.
* % =

“Four Months’ Besieged,” is an in-
tensely interesting book,. It is the true
story of Ladysmith, and consists of un-
published letters from H. H. 8. Pearse,
the Daily News special correspondent,
The author gives a very fine description
of Sir Archibald Hunter’s night attack
as follows:

“Sir Archibald Hunter kept the whole
thing so secret that even his own aide-
de-camp knew nothing until some time
after dinner last night. Then he sent
around a brief message to Colonel Roy-
ston, commanding the volunteer forces of
Natal, and to Colonel Bdwards, of the
Imperial Light Horse. In accordance
with this order the troops detailed got
under arms very quietly, taking all the
ammunition they could earry, but leaving
their horses and cumbersome equipment
in the lines,. Lord Ava happened to be
a guest of the Light Horse. Getting an
inkling of the mysterious movement, he
stole away to get a night free from gal-
lopers’ duties, shouldered a Lee-Enfield,
crammed a bandolier full of cartridges,
and came back in time to join the ranks
before they marched off,

glorified Welsh harp.” He takes great
interest in his garden. He plants seven
rose trees on the north side, and seven
on the south, and if they do not grow up
all the same size and shape it worries
him so that ‘he cannot sleep at night.
Hvery flower he ties to a stick. This
interferes with his view of the flower,
but he has the satisfaction of knowing
that it is there and that it is behaving
itself, The lake is lined with zinc, and
once a week he takes it up, carries it
into the kitchen and scours it. In tke
geometrical centre of the grass plot,
which is sometimes as large as a table-
cloth, and is generally railed round, he
places a china dog. The Germans are
very fond of dogs, but as a rule they
prefer them of china. The china dog
never digs holes in the lawn to bury
bones, and never scatters flower beds to
the 'winds with his hind legs. Firom the
German point of view, he is the ideal
dog. He stays where you put Him, and
he is never where you do not wamt him.
You can have him perfect in all points
according to the latest requirements of
the kennel club, or you can indulge your
own fancy and have something wunique.
You are not, as with other dogs, limited
to breed. In china, you can have a blue
dog, or a pink dog. For a little extra,
you can have a (loul-)!e-.headed dog.”

Agnes and Bgerton Castle have writ:
ten a laughter-pravoking little book,
which ‘they aptly :call, “The Bath Com-
edy.” It is the story of Mistress Kitty
Bellairs, a charming young widow, who
has taken it into her head to settle a
little difficulty between Lady Standish
and her husband, a three-months mar-
ried couple. Incidentally while doing this
good work, Mistress Kitty gets herself
and a dozen others into trouble, from
which, for a time, there seems to be no
extricating. However, at the last, after
taking on and throwing off half a dozen
lovers by the way, everything ends hap-
pily, and the young widow has the pleas-
ure of séeing the wife happily restored
to the husband’s arms. The scene of the
story is laid in Bath in the second half
of the 18th centt:ry.‘

There is no end to South African litera-
| ture mowadays, nor is there likely to be
flor some time to come. ;

‘We quote from the introduction to Mr.
! Benmett Burleigh’s letters.

The following chapters sent home by
4§ Mir. Bennett Burleigh,the ial war cor-
1 respondent of the Daily Telegraph,- are
published with only the smallest possible
change from the form in which they ap-
peared in the daily newspaper. Soon
after the failure of General Buller at
Vaal Krantz. Mr, Burleigh left the seat
of war in Northern Natal, and transfer-
red himself to the western sphere of the
campaign with Lord Roberts. A very
ghort epilegue, not from his pen, nar-

rates the conclusion of the Natal cam- | Boers

It was then past ten o'clock; the cres-
cent moon was sloping towards the west
behind a bank of clouds, and in another
hour the faint light would have gone,
giving place to a gloom that makes trees,
rough knolls, and deep dongas one shape-
less black. General Hunter's instruc-
tions were brief and simple, silence being
the point most strongly in#sted upon.

“Notwithstanding the difficulties of
keeping touch across rough ground, where
silence was imposed, the different de-
tachments, each with a guide to lead it,
marched so quietly that not a word was
spoken, and all arrived at their proper
posts in admirable order worthy of train-
ed troops. That, however, became some-
what broken as the ascent began, and
little wonder, for the boulders, rounded
and worn smooth by the storms of ages,
were glippery to tread -om, and occasion-
ally a man’s foot would become wedged
between them in a deep cleft. Here and
there progress was extremely slow, and
the hill so steep that it had to be climbed
on hands and knees. The higher they
climbed the woree it became, until one
man describing his experiences said they
were like a lot of lizards crawling up a
rock. Halfway up the hill they had a
narrow escape from stumbling on a Boer
picket, ‘The sentry heard if he did not
see the line of crouching figures that
passed him like ghosts in the darkness
with stealthy steps that passed him like
ghosts in the darkness with stealthy
steps . that.must = have sounded weird
across the night’s stillness, In a voice
huskily vibrant, he challenged, “Wie kem
dar?’ Getting no reply, he called again
twice in louder tones, and then fired his
rifle at nothing in particular, Then the
whole picket awakening and beginning to
realize that danger was near, let off a
volley, and voices were heard shouting to
comrades on the ridge; “The English are
on us, Hans, Carl shoot, A few shots
came from so close to one flank of the
Imperial Light Horse that Boers must
have been lying there almost under the
feet of our men, if they did not actually
join the ranks for a time to escape de-
tection. But a sound greeted their ears
at that moment, and knowing what it
meant, they scampered down the hill, not
waiting to hear more, It was a ringing
British cheer, followed by strident com-
mands to ‘Fix bayonets and give the
devils eold steel,” Begun by Major Karri
Davis, the order ran along from the Im-
perial Light Horse to Carboneers, who
had not a bayonet among them, for ir-
regular mounted infantry in this country
do mot earry such weapons, But they
struck the butts of their rifles on rocks,
and made a great clatters as though pre-
paring for a bayonet charge, and cheered
again and again. for & good deal more
thédn their actual numbers, while crags
on each hand tossed the shouts to and
fro in a mighty tumault,. This was appar-
ently too much for the small number of
who held the crest. Letting off

deep cutting through which the Harri-
smith railway passes, and there came
under a terribly heavy fire. . . . Retir-
ing, they made a detoar to avoid unneces-
sary expesure, and swept round two
small kopjes, where not a Boer had been
seen previously. But, as it happened,
the stony ridges were full of riflemen,
who, without emerging from their con-
cealment, brought a furious fusillade to
bear on the Hussars, who had to run the:
gauntlet at full speed, all but one, and
he with gallant self-sacrifice, rode-
§traxght towards the nearer kopje, draw-
ing, the whole fire on himself, and thus
giving his comrades time to get clear,
Fortunately not a bullet touched him as
he wheeled about, lay flat on his saddle-
bow, and galloped after the squadrom,
Its retreat was covered by a very pretty
movement of the main body and by sal-
vos of shrapnel from our field batteries,.
with the naval guns chiming in. Then.
the reconnoitering force slowly withdrew
across the plain towards Junction Hill,.
still under a rifle fire heavier than we
had to face even in the slopes of Eland-
glaagte, though :mot so well directed. Sev-
eral saddles, however, were emptied,
brmxmf the losses in the affair up to
!tige kil ed'émd b(3eventeen wounded. Of

ese considerable more than hal
18th Huesars.” -
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FRANKS UNBRELLA

:ooooo.oooooooooooooooooo
From the North American.

“You are looking very cheerful to-day,”
observed the girl with the dimple in her-
chin. “What has happened now? Have
you accidentally inherited a fortune, or

L4
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gloves for ninety-eight cents?”

“I hawe mnot,” replied the gray-eyed
girl; “all of my wealthy relatives are in
the very best of health, while my poor

things which require the purchase of
roses in their behalf, just at the season.

As for gloves—"

“Humph, by the appearance of your
left hand I should eay that your outlay
for gloves this season will be small in-
deed. By the way, where have I seen a
ring like the one you are wearing?”

“j'm sure I don’t know, dear; unless—
By the way, have you happened to see
Milly recently?”

“Why, yes, I have, and I must warn
you that she spoke of you in the most
enthusiastic manner—so warmly, in fact,.
that it made my blood run eold to hear-
her. I only hope that she has not hap-
pened to see you with Frank recently,.
for she is so jealous that she—"

“She has not seen me with him, dear;.
still, I doubt if it would sensibly alter-
her feeling towards me, if she did. I ran.
over to see her a while on Tuesday af-
ternoon,”

cidentally sail something which—"

She usually does most of the talking. I

the day ‘which settled their engagement.”

“Oh, pshaw, you can’t begin to pity a
man for a little thing like that. Just
think how much worse off he will be
when he is actually her husband.”

“I doubt if Frank will ever be her -
husband, dear. You know, by the way,
that Frank and my brother Ned are great
friends and he has always come to the-
house a great deal. Somehow, Milly had
'a fancy that I.always saw him when he-
came—I'm sure, I don’t know how she-
ever got it.” ;

“Nor I, dear, smiled the girl with the
dimple in her chin, ‘‘unless you inadvert-
en% gave it to her yourself.”

“Oh, I euppose that even Milly has an:
idea of her own once in a while,” said
the gray-eyed girl demurely. “Let me
see, what was I eaying when—oh, yes,.
I know! As it happened, Frank had
stopped in to speak to Ned on his way to~
the office on Tuesday morning, and had
left his umbrella. I—er—happened to get
hold of it by mistake when I started to:
see Milly. It was rather odd, too, since
it is mot at all like my own.”

“An mumbrella need not very closely re-
semble one’s own to be mistaken for it,
especially if it is raining, goosie. Go on»

have you merely gotten a pair of dollar-

ones are invariably laid up with grip and..

when roses touch your purse most deeply..

“‘Oh, did y'ou? Then, pérhaps, you ac--
“I said very little of anything, my dear. .

—1I am quite sure that she gave Frank.
no chance to say anything but ‘Yes’ on.
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intended as a cover to the latter it is| chary of eéxhibiting any material signs of Up from the old gray sea,
and Northern 'Arabia, to the head of the | dificult to say, but neither of these bodes| our supremacy. It is not so Jong eince a But not the Tonged-for footstep
Persian: Gulf, whenee it would hug the| much good to British interests. Sir|murderous attack was made on & sur-|  And the volee at the door for me.
northeastern shore of that inlet and tra-|Lepel Griffin, whose position as chair-| vey party near the Mekran coast, an out- —Bliss Carman, in The Smart Set.
verse Enstern Persia and Baluchistan to|man of the Itaperial Bank of Persia and|rage probably encouraged by the removal o R BT B
the frontier of British India. Linking |knowledge of the East make his opinion| of British Indian garrisons formerly sta- THE GOLDEN MONTH.
-up the yarions gaps in the Indian system | valuable, considers that the most import-| tioned at some of the few habitable cen- 92
which now precinde through trains from|ant as well as the only proviso in the|tres. Within the past twelvemonths, | The tide of day's deep, glowing stream
&ind to Burma, it weuld then travel over|loan agreement to which objection might| however, a significant beginning towarde| Is setting toward the afternoon;
the line mow under construction up to|fairly be taken is that which prohibits| the development of the country has been| Through misted light the waters gleam;
the Chinese frontier, and thence pass|the government from borrowing again made by the opening up of a trade route| The wide serenity of June 5
throagh Tali-fu to Sui-fu, whence -it|without the consent of the Russians. As|between Quetta and Seistan in Persia, a|Sets all the country world adrqam.
would follow the line of the great Yang-|the primary object of the loan is to en-| very \encouraging instance of the good
tze river to Shanghai. | ahle Persia to pay off the British loan of | results that may be achieved by co-oper-|About the homestead dcoryard’s space
Such a projeet as this, for a d | 1¢ the conditions of the new loan|ation between two government depart-| Are lemon-balm and mignonette, *
trunk line from Bgypt to Shanghai, | would seem to threaten our interests.|ments, viz.: the foreign and India offices.| And southernwood, with plumy lace;
would he & fitfing pendant to the Rus-|But Sir Lepel says, very cogently, that|Colonel Sir Thomas Holdich has told us| And, in a ndrrow border set,
sian trans-Siberian line, and do more| Persia, having once tasted the sweets of| how, in ancient times, Baluchistan was| The china pink’s old-fashioned grace.
than anything else to mark England’s de-|borrowing, is not likely to content her- traversed by Arab caravans trading be-
fermination to unite and maintain her|self with one venfure, but is certain to|tween Persia, and how populous towns|Among the fragrant flower-flocks
' Pastern empire and spheres of interest | ant money again, and that in the event| were dotted at intervals along the routes.| Maraud the lusty humble-bees;
$otween the Nile and the Yang-tze. Hav-|o¢f her appealing to Great Britain for I am strongly inclined to think that the| A row of slender hollyhocks
ing for the last ten years done all 1|financial aid nobody could really prevent institution of this new trade route (which| Is tipped and tilted by the breeze,
conld to advocate such a line, I quite|her horrowing, and that the prohibiting | after all may very possxbly be nothing but| Till every crimson breaker rocks,
agree- with Mr. Moreing. that England | clause would become inoperative. a revival of an ol one) is partly due to
might and should take a leaf out of her| At the same time the coincidence of ] Lord Curzon, whose strong geogn}phzcal Along the worn, neglected lot, e
vival’s book, and adopt the same means{ thesc Russian moves in Persia and Af- instincts have enabled him to bring ani The quitch-grass trails its odd device;
to push her influence in the far Bast that | ghanistan—one fiscal and one strategic | expert knowledge to the solution of €0|From forest and from garden-plot
Tussia does; and @ through railway line | _is ominous. It shows clearly that Rus-|many Indian problems. Anyhow, he has| The air is tinctured with the spice
traversing Southern Asia roughly along|sia is determined to take Herat on very publicly declared he will do all he can to} Of malow and wild bergamot.
the thirtieth parallel of latitude appeals | smali provocation, and it also shows that promote it. ‘The two officers who have
to.one’s common sense as well as imagin- | she is preparing 'to spread her net over been mainly concerned with the organiza-| The plums have caught a flery stain
s ation' and:national pride, ‘as much of Persia as she can cover. At/ tion of this new route arc Major Sykes,| That burns beneath the satin skin,
T ‘such: an undertaking the German|present the provinces in the south are|our consul at Kerman, and Capt. Webb| Till, seething in each golden Veln,
litie Trom the Bosphorus to the shores of |'exempted from ‘the lien on the customs Ware. At every stage between Quetta| The mellow honey-juice within
the. Persian Gulf would prove a most|imposed by the new loan, in virtue of an and Robat, which is about halfway to the| Splits all their scarlet coats in ‘twsln.
weetnl appendage and feeder.. In addi-|old understanding, (though it cannot be Persian _frontier,” the water supply is
tion to bringing down the wealth of Me-|called’ a' definite. sgreement) - between| NOW unlimited, and theé trade route, as|So, on the stream of summer fows;
sopotamia there would be 4 large pilgrim | Rneeja :and ‘Great Britain that Southern aligned, avoids all sand. Between Quetta} And June, a happy-hearted maid,
trafic thronghout the whole of the Turk- | Persia lies within the sphere of influence| and Nushki a good camel track has been| Whose cheek with healthy color glows,
ish Bmpire, cially if the trans-Asiatic | of the latter. Our great object onght to blasted through the hills, where the old| ‘Weaves in and out her tawny 'brafd
railway - Inc :Sed a branch diverging |be to ensure that this cardifial“point in|read was steep and rough. The trade| The glory of the damask rose.
southward to Medina and Mecca. To & | our policy is never lost sight og‘,’o Lord, returns for the’past ten months are en- —Hattie Whitney, ‘ih "Truth.
cortain extent the German line and Brit-| Curzon of Kedleston, the present Vice- couraging, and & telégraph line to follow
ish. line from Egypt: to Basra may belroy of India, has laid down in the clear-| this route, and ‘thus ‘establish a connec-
said to be competing lines in respect of | est way what this policy ought to be. tion between Baluchistan and Persia, is
trafilc ‘from and to the Mediterranean| Adverting to ‘“the ‘famous secret| under consideration.
and Persian Gulf, but experience shows | scheme for the invasion of India, drawn
that in great projects of this sort thelup by General Kuropatkin (the present
mutual benefit is far greater than
interference with each other’s
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very instructive book on the “English in | now and again, at General Hunter's com- ‘?Wh' —e¥ 20 voii Al Oad that'it
Aftica” He deals rather more with the [mand, then following with all the speed| ;" ir e mind, waso't it? Well
political conditions than with the geo- | they could muster where he and his aide-| oo, A te. fow fnto &' rage, and a8
graphical or historical, and his arguments | de-camp, Major King, led the TImperial | T w:{sﬂer—g Iyi,tﬂe upset, 1 may not have
and explanations lead one well up to the | Light Horse on the left, the Carboneers i ui‘*o ".in to her that I got the-
reasons. for the state of affairs existing |on their right made a final dash for thel WEXR 1 APC Big0 " “She was in such
in South Africa to-day, “ : steepest climb of all, and breathless, aiha}t; I sent home right = away

A gained the ridge, to find that the Boers ﬁnf:'_’ff

Stanley J. Weyman’s latest romance, | had left it, leaving not a man in defence “Carrying the umbrella, I suppose?”
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THE REACTION.

~ “What's de matter wid  you?”’
After over thirty yeare’ devotion to the| Sauntering Sim,

affairs of India, especially with reference.
war minister) in 1885, and understood to| to her relations with adjoining States, I

asked
{ “You look llke yon had
something preyin' on your mind.”

“I have;”’ responded - Tired Treadwell.

be the officially accepted outline of fhe
next. Russian .advence, in- Centra] . Asia,”
r Mr..bh went onfoohsérve:
i . ondy’ be accomplished in eith-
er of two din & by a war with Tuor-
key and the oagtere of Bagdad, or by &

am convinced that the development of the
countries which lie between her western
frontiers and the Suez Canal is of the
greatest: pgesible, importance to her..fa,

ture; coi‘ml‘eml;ﬂ nd politically “co-
sidered. And :-‘encouu‘el‘ byeghg:

5 B3R

“] done something to-day that’ll haunt me
to me grave. .I got so blamed hungry ‘that
1. done nearly half an hour’s rard work “for.
'miei dinner! * Now, I'll, have .to go through
Hife hand-in-hand wit & weight ¢f Temvorst.”’

before he has met the aforesaid young
lady, who, after a short period, trans-
fers her heart to his keeping. Monica,
the heroine is a most unfortunate young
:person, and the two married men not less

—Chicage Times-Herald,
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The stery centalns evidenfly 'a purpese

movement even more hazardous.
wance ‘of General Brocklehurst's recon-
moitering force one squadron of this regi-
iment made straight for a position which
the-enéemy was believed to :hold - in
istrength ‘betweén Pepworth's and Suar-
‘prise Hill, To de tha they crossed ‘a

Tn ad-|

ON SUNDAY AT ST. JOE.

The Minister.
better or worse?
The Bride. Well, I guess its about a
toss-up; but it’s all _right anyway. I have
my own return ticket.—TTimes-Herald.
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