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Address Delivered byﬁ
| in 1915.

% \

‘The following address, delivered be- {and know very lttle about armies,
fore the Star of the Sea Association |still I maintain - that.a spirit’ of
py Mr. H. F. Shortis just at the time  patriotism ’MPB_!mQuldqinl in the
when in 1015 the Nfid. Regiment was | people of the outports. It Heéds only
ireceiving its baptism at Gallipoli, Itco be fanned into flame by our leading
:m pe found of great interest, now | speakers going amongst them, and
attention has been directed to telling them the true conditions of ai-
our historic associations. fairs during this terrible war, and

«A wise nation preserves f{ts re- convincing them that their very lib-
cords, gathers up its muniments, "erty, their homes and families, and
decorates the graves of its illustrious ;theh‘ country, aye, even the life of the
dead, repairs the great public struc- :Empire itself is at stake before the
tures, and fosters national pride, Audl march of the Teutonic' barbarians,
love of country by perpetual veference despots and vile murderers.: :

e sacrifices and glories of the | Here in St. John's and many of the
outports, ere the sound of the first
(Hon. Joseph Howe.) |cannon had died away on the fields cf

As a rule a lecturer standing on the | Belgium,* the' crust of our selfishness
platform prefaces his discourse With'and indifference was broken, and a
the somewhat stermotyped and cryptic flame 5t guty, loyalty, and patriotism
remark, “I feel somewhat timid 351} ‘feaped forth never before witnessed

that

to th
past.”

coming before such a large, intellig-
ent and discriminating audience.” Nowx
I do not feel that way at all. The far-
ger the audience I see before me, the
greater 1 am pleased that more of our
people will hear for themselves the
stories of our country and her heroég.
The more intelligent the better, ba-
eause I shall have no difficulty in hav-
ing my words understood,. and the
iscriminating they are, the

the hope that my little er-

r omissions will be passed over

iqth kindness and consideration, or,
use a familiar expression, that I
will be “Let down easy.” i
You must not think that T am going
fo treat you to a tornado of eloquence,
or an archinelago of figures. I propose
tq address you in the good old Anglo-

Saxon tongue, and tell you the stories {

of our countrymen as‘handed down to
me. and. in part witnessed by myself.

The real history of this country has
yet to he written. It is true" that ‘we
have some histories, which aré of val-
uable importance, but they are chiefly
taken from documentary evidence, and
refer to the Church, Courts of Justice,
Responsible Government,
Politicians, etc., etc.,, but very little
reference is given to the people of
this country, who after all made It
what it is to-day. To write a History of
we must write the histury
of its people, and to do this we must
g0 in amongst the people themselves
and make them talk. It is at the family
fireside we shall hear the traditions of
our country, and is not tradition tha
very keynote of history? These tradi-
fions are handed down from genera-

a country,

ftion to generation, and the people of

the outports particularly,; owing to

 their environments, and most reten-
[ tive memories are full
handed down by those who were per-

of  tradition,

haps participators in the events them-
selves, or received an account of
them from their ancestors, who took
an active part in them. These tradi-
tions if collected and handed down jn
brint, would not only fill many large
Yolumes, but very interesting ones
&lso. And this is not to be wondered
at. Look at Ireland and Scotland par-
ticularly, as well as England! May it
not be said that they are surrounded
by a halo of tradition. Documentary
Information is good enough sometimes
to the historian, but it often happens
that it is not reliable. Those who pen-
ted the documents took good care
N6t to be too charitable jn their Te-
marks to those in a less: prosperons
‘ondition in life, and at the same time
left 9o means untried to minimiza
their own faults and glorify them-
Selves; but the people are the judges,
20d time separates the good from the

Lawyers, |

-in Britain'’s Oldest Colony. Delegates

ere sent to the chief outports and
harangued our countrymen to rally to
the Union Jack, even as the Athenian
| orators of old harangued their coun-
‘trymen from the hillsides, which
ibok down upon the blue - waters  in
the Bay of Salamis. And they met with
a ready response, and yet  there is
much to be done. Britain and her
King calls her sons to rally -to the
standard, both on sea and land. Will
Newfoundlanders prove recreant to
their duty?

Patriotism next to religion is the
noblest sentiment planted in tie hu-
Iman breast. Ancient Rome attained
{the meridian of her glory through the
patriotism. of her sons, and Greece,
which in turn with Rome, attained
the proud title of M;ggress of. thg
World, climbed to that -envieus “dfs-
tinction by the inborn love of coun-=
41y, which was the birthyi m‘%‘"’ bw
| people. If we go down the: ¥akf \Cor:
{ridors of the ages, we shall "find this
!was the stimulating agency, the ful-
g crum upon which rested the lever that
raised the nations of the earth into
| prominence, and gave to the world its
| refinement and civilization. It was the
+same spirit of patriotism ‘that enabled
{ the heroes who commanded, and those
‘who fought under them, to sink, scat-
|ter and capture the supposed in-
{ vincible Armada of the proud Span-
{{ard, and gave to Britain the undis-
| puted title of “Mistress. of the Seas.”
| Tt was thé same spirit ‘that hurled
'back the legions of Napoleon at
&Waterloo, and consigned him tq the
{Island of St. Helena, and ‘it /was the
'same spirit of patriotism that 'was to
 be found in Russia, Afghanistan, South
IAtrica and elsewhere it more modern
[times, and which culminated -in..the
formation of the greatest Empire the
{ world has ever seen, of which New-
foundland forms an important part,
{and of which we are all so proud to-
{day. Newfoundlanders are ever ready
i to give practical proof of their loyalty
jand patriotism. The fires of liberty
,and equal riglits, taken from the tem-
I'ples of our Motherland by our atices-

i

*tors, shine out as brightly and as

! steadily in the Colonies 6f the Empits
| to-day, as they did in England, Ireland
tand Scotland in the past, and in ns
fcountry more brilliantly and more
| steadily than in Britain's Oldest Col-
énly, Newfoundland, whose sons“@re
ever ready to support Britain’s King
and Britain’s flag. We are proud -of
our ancestors of English, Irish and
Scotch stock, and when the emblems
of their nationality, the Rose, Sham-
rock and Thistle are united for any

one grand object, as they are to-day,

bad. If we wish to hear of the-dan |25 Bever before, they can snap their

8€rs, hardships,
Patriotism of our people, we must go
Amongst them. In the present crisis,
to their credit be it said, several of
OUr  business peaplé have  gone
Wongst our people at considgrable
“XDense and inconvenience to them-

;lves. and explained the true condi-
00 of affairs, and the great reason

tiere is for them to rally to the

3ndard in defence of King and
Uity and Empire. Many of thege

00T people have never seen a soldier,

adventures and

fingers at all competitors, and uphold
the honour of King, country and Un-
ion Jack, whether it be amongst the
roar and smoke from canmon upon
land or sea, or in the pgaceful pur-
snl(p of Commerce or Sclence.

England's stalwarts “bore it afar, -
., _Spots have raised it high, .
Cagibria’s warriors side by side

With Erin’s went to die.

They built the Empire far and wide,
‘Where Liberty had no lack.
Where Freedom and Truth may safe

reside,
In the shade of the Union Jack.

In giving this lbctnro about our
heroes, I find that there is material
101 half a dozen lectures. We have had

{to confine myself to a very few words

| about each, and kéep as close as I can,
about our Military and Naval heroes. |

24

§“I'could name scores of heroes| -
- {among our old Semling Captains, who |

Fdred fishing vessels.

.| must have been, and how many heroeg

S0 many heroes that I find it necessary |

tory. Although these men stood al-
most alone at the moment, their cours
age and heroism will never be forgot-
ten by an apprediative people. But I

us start from the beginning. What &'

hero John Cabot was to come out: her:

hero Sir Humphrey Gilbert was, well
and tryly called the Father of the
British Empire beyond
recognige his heroic fee when in
danger he refused to be separated
from his brave comrades on that lit-
le Ten (10) ton pinnace in which he

mander to tear down, a Lobster Facs |

in search of unknown lands? What a ||

seas. We |

wag crossing the Atlantic. .. . - 4 -é
Here is another hero, Capt, Richard.
Whitbourne, who spent the best part’
of his life in Newfoundland, and ‘who
tells us that he had been here so of- I
ten that the country was as familiar
to him as the English Channel. We
know he was here in 1580, as master ,
of a ship. In 1683 he was an eye- wit~
ness at St. John’s when Sir Humphr

Gilbert took possession of the coun- ¢

try in the name of Queen Elizabetl:.
Int the year 1588 he served under the !
Lord Admiral as Captain of his own !
ship, fitted out at his own expense
against the Spanish Armada. He was
too modest to mention his own ‘ex-
ploits on that renowned oceasion, but
there can be no doubt that he did ren-
der valuable services to His Queen |
and country, for he tells us a record -
of them was made in the Book of the
Whitehall Court, and we do know tha*
a recompense was made to' him by the
Privy. Council for expemses incurred
on his own ship, also two other ships
and a pinnace, so that the charge of
victuals and the wages of the men
employed should not be burdensome
to him. That is a hero we should all
be proud. of, and emulate in every
way. His only reward is the imperish-
able glory of being recorded as one
of the;sayiours of England;

Dm-mir the year or two after the
Spanish Armada, about 800 Spanish
and Dutch vessels, were destroyed or
captured by the English. What a
time of fighting it must have been
for these old sailors frequenting our
coast. They were just as anxious for
a fight with the Spanish Dons as they
were for their dinner.

Sir Walter - Raleigh.tells us in his
records that in the year 1594 the
Spanish Government sent three men-
o’-war here,to capture the Newfound-
land fleet, which was then one hun-
Raleigh wrote
the Premier of England, Lord Cecil,
that if this danger befell the New-
foundland fleet, it would be the great-
est. calamity ghat could befall Eng-
land.” It shows what an fmportant
factor our Newfoundland® trade was
at that time; add the Spaniards re-
cognized the vital point to hit Eng-
land’s ascéndancy. In 1601 the Span-
iards made another attempt to inter-
cept the Newféundland ficet, In 1603
the French made their first attempt to
destroy ‘our Newfoundland shipping,
and did damage to the extent of £949.
We can yeadily see’ that Newfound-
land wa# fhe cock-pit for fighting be-
tween. these nationalities for many
years before and after the launching
of the Invincible Armada.

In "1610 John Guy and his herolc
band - of settlers came to Newfound-
development of our country. He ahdw-
‘ed his spirit in denouncing and even-
dand, and a new era started  in the|
tually driving Peter Easton and his
piratical crews . from Newfoundland
waters.

In 1620 we hear of a combat be-
tween the English and Portuguese at
Petty Harbor,

In 1625, 27 Newfoundland ships and
200 persons were captured by Turk-
ish pirates. This wasn't as bad as
Peter Easton, who took 300 men in
one year from Conception Bay, but
you can imagine what fighting there

laid down their lives.

In. 1628 Lord Baltimore writes to
the British Government from Ferry-
land, that on August 25th, a French
‘Admlra.l with three ships and 400 well
armed men captured two of his ships
then fishing at Cape Broyle, where

the fishermen were surprised. ‘
Baltimore then sent two of his ships
from Ferryland, being all the force
he could'make at the moment. Tie
French Admiral took fright, slipped
his cables and went off to sea, leaving
67 of his ‘crew on shore, who were
quickly taken prisoners. Lord Bllt!—
more followed the chase as long @
there was any possibility of coqw
up with that French Admiral, but

escaped, having much faster vessdls.

It shows what a feeling of terror |-

those old Newfoundland heroes must
have instilled into the French in many
ahard fought fight. i
In 1638 Sir David Kirk took up his
residence at Ferryland, having taken
over the Baltimore grant of that dis-
trict, We have descendants of “his
family living in Newfoundland to-day.
His spirited sister, Lady Hopkins, took
an active part-in those troublesome
times ,and she may well be called the
heroine of Newfoundland History,: ‘I
cannot pass over Sif David Kirk w{lgi-
out giving some particulars about

this remarkable hero of that age. He:

gallantly assisted Sir Wwilliam Alex-
ander to capture the strongholds of
the French in Nova Scotia, but the fol-

| Towing ‘year he beat all records by
the gaMlant capture of Quebec, and |
the destruction of the French power ;

in Canada. It was the most brilliant
naval exploit in Colonial history. This
worthy old hero was the son of a
Scotchman, but born in France, apd
had some means of his own. He got

a commission from King Charlesii.:

to fight the French in Canada.

fitted out three dreadnoughts of gs

own, the largest of which was _.‘.f.’.‘—'-
tons, which he commanded, the others

were in charge of his two brothers, |

Lewis and Thomas. King Charles: I.

promised him a fleet of 20 meno- '

war'to help him, but after waiting’in
Newfoundland until he was tired, Me
sailed for the Gulf of St. Lawrente.
His first encounter was near Gaspe,
with the French Admiral de Roqie-
mont, who had a fleet of eighteen ves-
sels, It didn't take Capt. Kirk (as he
was then) very long to put in a
broadside, and throw his grappling
irons on the Admiral’'s ship. The
fight was short but stubborn, andthe
whole fleet surrendered to these three
ships. 'The prizes were so numerous
that Kirk's very success plaged him
in difficulties. He burnt ten of the
smaller ,and sent the rest with the
most valuable stores to Newfound-

land.. Kirk them went to the assist- "

ance of Sir Willlam Alexander at Hali-
fax, and they took possession of Port

Royal (now Annapolis), the principal |

French station.. He now was so em-
barrassed with prisoners, that ‘he
didn’t know what to do and therefore

returned to England. When the news -

reached France, the King and Counil
were in a great fury, and demanded
revenge on Captain David Kirk and
his three brothers, who were declar-
ed-pblic enemies, and were condemn-

ed to be burnt in effigy. -On the same"

day, amidst the tolling of the bells,

_through
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Great_er ‘than “The Coy‘e‘gé!_l Waéon” and starring the same lovable Heroine

See the most stupendousf{'antlc Stampede of over 4,000 head of cattle

i

S SN

0is Wilson |

Lor |

¥id, Lewié and. Thomas Kirk were'
_processic ugh the

The Ruthess attack by Indians, the Rescué by Govermnent Forces.
AMAZING!. THRILLING! MARVELLOUS! WONDERFUL!
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A CHALLENGE TO THE WORLD

*

ORGANISED BY H.M.DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE AND HELD AT

LONDON & BIRMINGHAM - FEBRUARY 15-26" 1926

HIS great national - exhibit of British

Manufacturers willbe the hrlxjsl.t1 display

of quality goods the World hasjever Mox. iy

seen. Merchants and Buyers thraugh- %
out the 'world are cordially invited to attend. ~ Schedule of Exhibits
Practically every branch of British commer-  BIRMINGHAM

. . 1y 7 il 3 icul
cial enterprise will *be represented and Ssegdiaal
Hardware.and
~ Glassware. §upphes o
. S & 3 . R RS B A " 3
of British manufactured godds: ¥ o g ppsances
LONDON at'the WHITE CIT
Fulbparticulaxs and Invitation Tickets may be ~ed‘ﬂ'mh £
St. John’s.

Scheduleof Exhibits
LONDON
Brushware,

‘Chemicals and Drugs.

China, Earthenware,
Stoneware and

Fancy Leather
Goods, Leather, etc,
Foodstuffs and
_Beverages.
Furniture and
Basketware.

Jewellery, Silverwares
. Cutlery, etc.

Musical Instruments,
Scientific and
Photog_uphic Goods,

Cooking &Ventilating
Engineering in all
- Branches.
Fishing Tackle.

Guns, Saddlery and
Harness.

4 i R ‘Machinery.
nothing left undone to meet the:require-
" Ironmongery.
Fancy Goods. vital opportunity tosecure; :yo
.1 "'F- ST 1 % Construction,
BIRMINGHAM at the EX
MR. H. W. LeMESSURIER, C.M'G.,

M o Brassfoundry,
ments of all visiters. Don't{.neglect"this
; It Brewingand Distilling
- The Fair &” be w\"" : "\ S Building & Decoration
BUILDINGS, CASTLE BROMY
Deputy Minister of Customs,

Metals.

“ Soofts Good . or on request from TB’E DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TBAD/E." : Mining Appliances.
" Toys, €te * : 35, OLp QUEEN STREET, LONDON, ENGLAND, or'’
Shﬁ S q . “Tuw SECRETARY, CHAMDER OF'COMMERCE, BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND,
2 Pﬁnﬁn $ ¥ i q\ N 4
e ¥ : ;
Requisites, etc. =

Motors, Motor Cycles,
Cycle Accessories,
Perambulators.

Power, Lighting
and Heating.




