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WOMEN FROMcomplimentary Question of the 
prince’s. "I’ll tell yon. Bid yon ever 
pley-—no, I mean do yon know what 
hoyeeotoh III"

The prince, whose amiability and 
affaMlity are a by-word, thinks tor a 
minute and knits his brown. He known, 
or Is supposed tfi know, everythin*, 
but he is obliged to admit that ae 
doesn’t know this.

'•rm afraid—"
“Ton don’t know," says Flossie, 

cutting him short ’I’ll tell you. Ton 
chalk out a number Of squares on the 
pavement and you get a piece df 
broken chlna-ra piece of an old plate 
W1U do—and you hop on one leg, and 
kick the piece of plate from square to 
square, and If you kick it into the 
square you want, you score. Do you 
understand V

His royal highness inclines his head
and smiles.

“I understand. I think I’ve seen 
children plàylng it”

“I daresay,” says Flossie. "Well, 
I’ve played It scores of times when I 
lived In an alley"—there is no pride 
about Flossie; she Is alwhys willing 
to recall her early life ahd all Its 
squalor and meanness—"scores of 
times. Well, when I was a super at 
the Frivolity, lust dancing and sing
ing with the chorus, 1 noticed how 
fond the people in front were of some
thing new, and I thought it I can hit 
upon something new, and my chance 
comes, my fortune is made.”

She pauses and raises her cham
pagne glass, and the prince just 
touches It With his.

“Please go on,” he says, “I am aw
fully interested.”

"It seems to me you are easily in- 
Flossie. “Well, my
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Flossie sighed. Fancy sighing at 
the thought of a prince Of the blood 

y to sup with you!
"It's a gréât nuisance," she said, 

back. “There were no letters 
when we left?"

"Hot miss, Only some Invitations 
and «ns—no real letter».”

«Hone from—from Sir Herrick 
Fowls T’ said Flossie, with Just the 
fUMtest hesitation in her voice.

“No, miss, none from Sir Herrick. 
1 can’t think what has become of him.”

Flossie leant back Into the extreme 
comer of the admirably appointed 
brougham built by Peter»—and paid 
tor, which not all Peter’s broughams 
am—and turned her face to the satin- 
covered padding.

"Oh, he ie only out of town—down 
somewhere tor that Idiotic fishing!” 
ahe said. Then she sat up, and a faint 
flush burnt on her cheek. “I wonder 
how a sensible man like Sir Herrick 
can take any Interest In such a ridi
culous amusement! I—" A sharp,
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The brougham arrives at Raglan 
Street, mid the footman—both foot
man and coachman are attired in the 
qntetaet liveries Of Invisible green: 
yon would think it was the equipage 
of a bishop—opens the door and guides 
hie mistress np the steps.

The supper is all laid. An elegant 
table; the best of linen, the béât of 
silver—all plain; Flossie’s taste Is, as 
I have said, idmirabie—equieiUly 
cut glass, choice flowers, and a but
ton-hole bouquet far each guest

As she looks round the room and 
the table, Flossie's, spirits rise. She 
forgets ‘‘the draughts” at the Frivol
ity and her slight, hacking cough; 
but presently her eye fall» upon the 
chair on the right of her own, and she 
sighs.

“I hate fishing and all that non
sense,” she murmurs. "Why can’t men 
he satisfied with their clubs In the 
day-time and the theatre In the even
ing? I Wish”—ehe pauses, and a faint 
little smile crosse» ber lips—"I wish 
he was going to be here.”

Then ehe goes upstairs where Wes
ton awaits her, and changes the plain 
black merino dress, in which she In
variably goes and comes from the 
Frivolity, for an evenlng-drees of 
Worth*», and disdaining powder and 
paint—for Flossie ,1s still young and 
beautiful, and only uses powder and 
paint at the theatre—come down Into 
the tiny drawing-room and awaits her 
guests.

It is a very merry supper. The 
prince sits at her right hand, and 
Lord Fozzle at her left They have all 
been at the Frivolity and heard her 
great song, encored four times, and 
they are full of admiration, and, what 
Is better, appreciation ; and ae the 
champagne goee round, Flossie’s 
spirits rise. ^

Her blue eyes shine like china, her 
little, mouth arches like a child’s r t- 
plete with laughter, and her voice, full 
and yet sweet, is heard above the 
rest

"Yon want to know how I became 
famous?" she says in answer to a

ERIE!
Weston; and Flossie turns on her 
pillow with an impatient, dissatisfied 
Sigh.

At two o’clock the devoted Waaton 
calls her young mistress, and Flossie 
gets up and makes her toilette. Let it 
he put to her credit that she does not 
use either paint or powder when off 
the stage, but relies on her youthful 
charms, still unimpaired by gas-light 
and rouge.

Then ehe comes down to breakfast, 
which ù served in a dainty little 
morning-room—a mere box of a room, 
with easy-chairs, and a canary in the Capei and H yard of SO Inch material 
window, with a stand of ferns and 
flowers under hts cage; with the 
morning papers and the magazines 
lying on a side-table, with all sorts 
of luxuries and evidences of our ad
vanced civilisation.

Flossie, clad In her morning-robe 
of palest blue satin and- cashmere, 
with soft ecru lace nestling round
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chance did come. The leading lady— 
there, don’t smile—got the mumpe. 
Ever had mumps? I suppose not; at 
any rate, she got the mumps, and the 
stage-manager he said, ’Flossie, here’s 
a chance for you. If you can learn her 
part In twelve hours you can take it’ 
I knew the part by heart, but I pre
tended I didn’t, and I said to him, 
’Mr. Bloxam, in case I should break 
down I should like to Introduce a bit 
of business,’ and be said *Very well,’ 
and so I arranged this hop-scotch 
business with the leader of the band, 
and he made some pretty music, and 
I danced to it playing Hop-scotch 
with a piece of china. And the pit and 
gallery understood it and laughed aud 
applauded, and the stalls—the stalls 
always follow the pit and gallery, you 
know—followed suit, and from thirty 
shillings a week Flossie Hamilton 
rose to forty guineas, and here I am! 
Give his royal highness some of that 
extra dry champagne, Parsons,” and 
Parsons—for Flossie had a footman 
like grand folk—filled his highness s 
glass, and the supper went on mer
rily.

It went still more merrily when, at 
someone’s suggestion, Flossie sang 
the great, four-time-encored song out 
of the burlesque, and the party did 
not break up until quite the small 
hours.

.The prince, let us hope, enjoyed 
himself very much. Surely a prince 
should know life In all Its phases, and 
It was as surely merely a love of 
knowledge that drew his royal high
ness to Flossie’s supper parties.

At any rate he enjoyed himself, and 
many a time afterward, when, he was 
assisting at some high and mighty 
entertainment, he would contrast its 
slowness and foulness with Flossie's 
suppers.

With song and laughter, with the 
famous champagne and the still more 
famous Maderla, they kept It up un
til the pmall hours, and then they 
went, Flossie respectfully kissing the 
hand of hi» royal highness, and she, 
the giver of the feast, went to bed.

"Good-night, Weston,” she said, and
words,
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“Call in a doctor! What a foolish 

woman you are, Weston! Why, it 
would be In all the papers, and they'd 
say I had—consumption," and she 
laughs. "No; as you say, it's a 
draught, and they must stop It; and 
I won’t—I say I won’t—sing that 
song more than four times—it’s more 
than a woman can do in one night” 
She coughs again, and the hectic flush 
rises to her cheeks. "I wish those 
people weren’t coming to-night. If It 
weren’t for his royal highness, I’d 
go to bed!”—and she laughs. "1 won
der what he'd say? I don’t much care. 
But I suppose it would get into the 
society papers; one can’t do the slight
est thing without the papers getting 
hold of It.”

’•You’ll be all right, miss, when you 
get home and have had your supper,” 
says Weston, cheeringly. "And I’ll 
speak about the draughts to-morrow.”

"Yes, I shall be all right," says 
Flossie, and she nestles In her furs
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with a little, girlish shiver.
Every Man that has trouble in securing a pair 

Shoes that will fit him perfectly should come here 
Shoes!
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feet be large, small 
medium size, you are sure to find a last that is especi
ally dapted to YOUR foot, if you will but come to us 
with your Shoe Troubles !

' We've Shoes in every variation of size and width, 
made for the express purpose of fitting Hard to Fit 
Feet!. ; ...

We’re showing all the correct Winter Shoes in the 
Cc“ ‘ irvative or the Extreme Styles !
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a laugh
“gootPnight. Let me have any letter» 
there mayxbe In the moralhg."

And Flossie Hamilton, the moat 
famous, let us say, notorious actress 
ta London, fell asleep.

There was not a letter, hut a tele
gram in the morning, and the faithful 
Weston carried It to her /mistress 
about twelve o’clock, which was the 
ordinary time of Flossie;» awaking.

"A telegram,” she skid, anxiously; 
“give it to me,” and she snatched it 
from Weston's hands.

Then she read it, and crumpling it 
up in her small flits, ahe flung it from 
her.

•T thought It wee from him.” she

kellle
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