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A Mystery That Baffled 
SCOTLAND YARD.

One of Britain’s Sensational Undiscovered
Crimes.

In the year 1908. there lived at a 
louse in Long Acre, situated at the 
o,rntr of Langley street, a family of 
the name of Isaacs. The family con­
sisted of Mr. A. Isaacs and his wife, 
several sons, and a sister of Mrs. 
Isaacs. There . were also two maid­
servants in the house. Mr. Isaacs, 
enior. was a well known fruit saies- 
san in Covent Garden Market, his 
sons being also employed at the same 

I place.
! / The ground floor of the house in 
question consisted of a shop for the 

! sale of fruit; there were two doors. 
pa3 giving access to the shop and 
I ;be other leading to the rooms above. 
I where the Isaacs family lived.

The latter was a pretty serviceable 
Noor, protected with an iron grille. 
There was a short and narrow pas­
sage, and then came the staircase.

I Another staircase led down to the 
ferhen.

On the first floor front was a su­
iting-room; on the second floor, also 
I in iront, was situated the bedroom of 
! Mr and Mrs. Isaacs. In this room 

and immediately behind the door was 
an iron safe, which was built into1 the 
wall On the floor above slept Mrs. 
Isaac s sister and the maidservants.

Only Women in the House.
That was the precise disposition of 

the various occupants of the house

How He Escaped 
An Operation

And Was Completely Cured of 
Plies of 14 Years’ Standing 
by Dr. Chaoè’s Ointment,

Mr. Chas. Beauvais.
Doctors say that about one person 

jn every four suffers more or less 
«uni piles, and who can imagine a 
®°re annoying, torturing, disagree- 
*“le ailment?

Alter trying a few treatments wlth- 
success, and as the ailment grows 

*°rse, the medical doctor is consulted. 
An operation, he says, is necessary. 
*°“ think of the suffering, expense 

risk to life itself, and hesitate 
,°re taking such a step, 
in many thousands of such cases 

*"• Chase’s Ointment has made 
uiorough and lasting cures.' Read 
1,113 letter for the proof.

~r. Charles Beauvais, a well-
•tiown citizen of St. Jean, Que., 
writes :—"For it years I suffered 
tom chronic ’ piles, and considered 

case very serious. I was treated 
? a celebrated doctor who could not 

iui? me and ordered a surgical opera- 
u,as the only means of relief. 
However, I decided to try Dr.

Ointment, and obtained great 
‘oof from the first box. By the use 
t three boxes I was entirely cured.

, “is is Why it gives me great pleasure 
” recommend Dr. Chase’s Ointment 
£ all Who suffer from piles as * 

°f the greatest value.” 
or. Chase’s Ointment. <0 cents aVhc,' all dealers or Edmanson, Bate#* ’ “ 1 uctiicis VT AUHIi

% Cc:l Limited, Toronto.

on the morning of March 21st, 1908.
It was the custom of Mr. Isaacs and 

his sons to leave the house every 
morning at an early hour in order to 
transact their business in the neigh­
boring market.

At 4.30 on the morning in question 
all the. male members of the house 
hold accordingly left the house, either 

; together or shortly after one another 
I At all events they were all out of the 
! house within a short time.

This left Mrs. Isaacs sleeping on 
j the second floor, her sister and the 
| servants being on the floor above. It 
; will be noticed that all the occupants 

were now women. It was still dark 
At about six o’clock one of thf 

maids was aroused by the violent 
ringing of a bell in the room of hei 
mistress below. The summons some­
what alarmed her, as she was not ir 
tae habit of being called at such a 
time. She, therefore, responded with 
all possible speed.

Arrived on the floor below, she no­
ticed that the door of her mistress 
room was open. That was unusual. 
Almost simultaneously with the dis 

i covery she also caught sight of hei 
mistress lying upon the floor of the 
room.

She saw at once that something 
' serious had happened, for the old

!lady, was bound and gagged, and had 
evidently been otherwise roughly 
treated. The room was in disorder 
the bedclothes were tumbled about 
and the-door of the iron safe was open.
Head Damaged and Teeth Knocked 

Ont.
She at once raised an alarm am" 

vent across to the market to acquaint 
Mr. Isaacs of what had happened.

One of the sons was the first to ar­
rive, and he at once sent for medical 
aid and for the police. Mrs. Isaacs 
was found to be in a precarious con­
dition, although still partly conscious 
She had been repeatedly struck over 
the head with some blunt instrument; 
her nose was badly damaged and 
many of her teeth knocked out.

She was gagged with a handker­
chief, which was found to belong to 
her husband, who had left it lying or. 
the chest of drawers. She was also 
bound with stout twine or cord. In 
spite of her bonds, however, she had 
contrived to crawl to the bell and ring 
it, as we have described.

The safe had been rifled, about $700 
in cash and about $250 worth of jew­
ellery carried off. The jewellery con­
sisted of the following articles:

Two gold chain bracelets, one cufo 
pattern, two diamond cluster earrings 
attached; the other 15 ct. old-fash­
ioned, about one Inch wide, plain gold.

One gold spray leaf brooch, set with 
ten diamonds, safety chain and pin 
attached.

Two gold miniature brooches, about 
the size of half-crown (one photo 
of gentleman, one photo of lady, sur­
rounded by seed pearls.)

One wooden box, four inches square 
and an old-fashioned brown leather 
purse, double knob fastening, two 
compartments.

This jewellery had been in the fam­
ily many years, according to the tes­
timony of one of the sons, having been 
shut up so long that he, the son, had 
quite forgotten what they were like.

This, then, was a clear case of 
burglary, which went perilously near 
being accompanied by murder.

From that day to this nobody has 
ever been taken. It is, therefore, safe 
to say that none of it was ever of­
fered in pawn.

Mrs. Isaacs eVentuatly recovered, 
but unhappily she was not able to 
render much material assistance to 
the police in tracking'down the cul­
prit. She afterwards stated that sue 
saw a man in her room, although she 
saw him but vaguely. All she could 
say of him was that he was a tall 
man, dressed in a blue suit, and had 
“long fingers.”

Now this description might or might 
not be accurate. One has to take in­
to consideration the fact that the lady 
was in a dazed condition, that It was 
still dark, and that such particulars 
as she gave might very well have been 
inaccurate even had the light been 
good. And for this reason: The hu­
man power of observation never errs 
so much and so frequently as It does 
on points of measurement and color.

So that poor Mrs. Isaacs’ "tall 
man” might very well have been short 
or only medium, his clothing green 
or grey, and as for his “long finger^" 
—well, that is really too vague to be 
of any use at all. Practically the 
only one that was forthcoming was 
a certain button which was found on j 
the floor of the bedroom, a “spotted j 
button” which had evidently fallen 
from a man’s waistcoat.

As no such button was missing 
from the waistcoat of any of the 
ly must have been left behind by the 
assailant. This was certainly a clue, 
but unfortunately It led to pothing. 
male occupants of the house, It clear- 
Isaacs was attacked in her sleep and 
was able to get only a mere glimpse of 
her assailant ere she became uncon­
scious—going from one condition of 
unconsciousness, as it were to an­
other. She afterwards recovered, as 
we have seen, and rang the bell.

The safe having been cleared, the 
man or men walked quietly down­
stairs again and left by the front door 
In the ordinary course. Their depart­
ure at such a time and place would 
no*, arouse any suspicion.

There is a fine chance in this case 
for some amateur Sherlock Holmes to 
distinguish himself by fracking down 
“the man with the long fingers."

The Cracksmen Knew Nothing.
But there are certain remai-kable 

features about this crime, this “un­
solved mystery" of London.

In the first place it was no ordinary 
burglary committed on the usual lines 
or methods adopted by the profession­
al "cracksmen”—to give him his tech­
nical title. The intimate knowledge 
which the criminal or criminals pos­
sessed of the habits of the Isaacs fam­
ily and the “lie” of their house was 
certainly, remarkable.

We admit that before a “cracks­
man" who is really worth his- crim­
inal "salt" ventures upon a “burst," 
he does take the utmost pains to ac­
quaint himself of such details, but 
in the present case we shall find some­
thing more than this customary dis­
play of “inside" knowledge.

For instance, no forcible entry was 
made into thp house in Long Acre, 
th - burglar having gained access in 
the ordinary way with a key. How 
did he get possession of the latter?

Well, just prior to the burglary the 
key of the front door, which was 
usually kept downstairs in the kit­
chen, mysteiicusly disappeared, and 
shortly after cs mysteriously re-ap- 
peared. ■ Was it taken by somebody 
’or the purpose of procuring a dupli­
cate? If so, who was it that took it 

. -nd was able afterwards to replace 
it?

Again it must have been known to 
ihe burglar or burglars that the key 
of the safe was always kept under the 
pillow where Mrs. Isaacs slept, for 
the safe was opened in the ordinary 
way with it, and not forced open.

There were some finger-prints on 
the door of the safe, but these were 
too blurred to be of any use. But 
even if the prints had been quite plain 
they would not have been of any more 
use unless the man had been pre-

MAKE A

viously convicted. That should be 
borne in mind in regard to finger­
prints; also the fact that there are 
at the present time heaps of criminals 
about, who are literally steeped in 
crime, yet have never- bden convict­
ed.

Therefore, the finger-prints of such 
criminals would be of no use what­
ever as clues, inasmuch as they keep 
only the finger-prints of convicted 
criminals at headquarters.

But there is even a still more re­
markable feature of this crime than 
any we have yet described, and it 
is this: It transpired that just prior 
to the burglarly Mrs. Isaacs had 
considerable amount of money de­
posited in a certain bank.

It suddenly and subtly came to her 
knowledge that the bank in question 
was not safe. She heard a report 
to that effect.

Now this alarmed her to such an 
extent that she straightway proceed­
ed to draw the mon'ey out and in­
vest it in some other concern. This 
locks an innocent enough incident on 
th" surface—vague reports of the sup­
posed instability of banks are by ho 
means uncommon—but if we view it 
in the light shed by other contiguous 
incidents we shall find that it is any­
thing but innocent.

For instance, Mrs. Isaacs was in 
the habit, as we have seen, of keeping 
money as well as jewellery ip the 
safe in her bedroom. What more na­
tural than, having drawn, a large sum 
of money from a bank suddenly, she 
should straightway and for the time 
being deposit it for safety in the safe 
in question And this is undoubtedly 
what Mrs. Isaacs would have done.

But. strangely enough she changed 
her mind even on the-way from the 
tank and with the money still in her 
possession. She did not go straight 
heme with it as it was undoubtedly 
surmised she would, but decided in­
stead to take it straight to another 
establishment and there invest it, so 
that the money never reached Long 
Acre at all.

Who Said the Bank Was Unsafe.
But apparently this vital detail was 

not known to the burglar or burglars 
who proceeded to carry out the plans 
they had so ( deftly and daringly 
planned. It is too much to suppose 
that enraged at the disappointment at 
net finding the money, they proceeded 
to half murder the unfortunate lady?

Who spread the report of the sup­
posed instability of Mrs. Isaacs' bank, 
and under what circumstances did it 
reach that • lady's ears? That has 
never been satisfactorily cleared up.

To be sure it is not by any means 
an eesy task to trace to its source a 
vague rumour that begins and travels 
“in the air," as it were, but it is pretty 
sefe to say that could one lay hands 
on the Individual or individuals who 
first gave this fallacious story cur­
rency there would be very' little diffi­
culty in solving this “unsolved mys­
tery."

At one time suspicion was directed 
towards those messengers whom the 
Isaacs’ had been in the habit of em-
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The Popular London Dry Qin Is _

VICKERS'GIN S » t

Dl a HO BUN,
O—MU— <g«

JACKSON, St Mi’i, i 
■eeiient AfnL

CHRONIC BRONCHITIS
Cannot be cured with ordinary soothing syrups. The disease must be attacked 

at the root to eradicate the irritation of the lungs, heal the wounds and strengthen 
the respiratory organs. The composition of

MATHIEU’S SYRUP
a* Tar and Cod Liver Oil and oilier Medicinal Extracts marks 
it ara< ngst all oth .-r remedies as the true specific for the diseases of the throat, the 
hroncl ial tuues and the lungs. Ue/e are a few conclusive proofs :

THOMPSON, N.S., Mch. 29, ’03. 
Fillmore A Morris, Amherst, N. S.

Dear Sirs,—Yours of the 27th to hand re Mathieu’s 
Cough Syrup, and would say it gives the best results 
of any cough syrup we have ever handled. The Medi­
cine is all right.

Yours truly,
ARMOUR & MATTINSON.

School Clothing
FOR LITTLE GIRLS.

Jerseys,
Little Girls’ Kilted Skirts, with bod y attachment, 70 

to 90 cents, according to size.

Little Girls’ Golf Jerseys, made of good heavy wool, in
in red only. Our price, 35 cents.

- - /

MOTHERS ! These are excellent clothing for your
little ones. SEE IT.

. MILLE Y.

GOUDRON

FOIE DE MORDE

COD LIVER OIL

’0d.Port Hawkesbury, C.B., Apr. 3, 
Fillmore & Morris. Amherst, N. 8.

Dear Sirs, -1 rec’d yours of the 27th ult. ask in 
about Mathieu’s Syrup. It is an excellent Medicin 
for coughs, cold and consumption. Please sera me 
another lot of 2 doz. lmts with samples. Enclosed 
find $3.00 tile amount of my bill.

Yours truly,
A. F. DICKSON.

SPRING HILL, N.S., April 4 • 
Fillmore & Morris, Amherst, N.S.

Dear Sirs.—In reference to your inquiry as to the 
selling qualities of Mathieu’s Syrup, we might say that 
it is of no use whatever f ir us t-o keep any other Cough 
Medicine in stock. When you first began to sell it 
here, the Druggists did not handle it, and now every 
Druggist in town hae if, and we are sure they find a 
ready sale for it. Mathieu’s Syrup is sold by at least 
18 dealers in Springhill. FERRIS & PEEL.

AGAINST HEADACHE there is no remedy so active as Mathieu » 
Nervine Powders which contain no opium, morphine or choral. 26
cento per box of 18 powders.

J. L. MATHIEU <)«»., atlierUreolM». Can
THO». McMORDO A Co.. Whole»»* Ci«r.i»U *ad Druggists. St. John’*, Nti.l.

ploying to carry messages between 
the market and their house, who 
might, they thought, by that means 
have obtained the “inside" knowledge 
which the burglar or burglars exhibit­
ed.

Indeed, an arrest was made as an 
outcome of this supposition, but noth­
ing practical came of it, as the man 
in question, was quite able to clear 
himself.

The family of Mrs. Isaacs offered a 
reward of $500 for information which 
would lead to the capture and con­
viction of the culprit or culprits, but 
it produced no results.

How many were really engaged in 
this crime? The general impression 
is that there was only one in it. If 
this were so, the offer of a reward 
would be of no avail.

The fact, though, that Mrs. Isaacs 
saw only one man is not of much 
value on the point, because a second 
man may have been outside the room 
keeping guard upon the upper part 
of the house, where the other occu­
pants were —“holding the line of re­
treat," as it were.

It seems clear that all the women 
were asleep when the burglar qr 
burglars entered the place, that Mrs. j 
Isaacs was attacked In her sleep and | 
was able to get only a mere glimpse ! 
of her assailant ere she became un­
conscious—going from one condition 
of unconsciousness, as It were, to an­
other. She afterwards recovered, as 
we have seen, and rang the bell.

The safe having been celared, the 
man or men walked quietly down­
stairs again and left by the front door 
in the ordinary course. Their depar­
ture at such a time and place would 
not arouse any susptcln.

There is a fine chance in this case 
for some amateur Sherlock Holmes 
to distinguish himself by tracking 
down “the man with the long fin­
gers." _________________

Trapped by Fire 
In Their Homes.
Elizabeth, N. H., Jan. 19.—In a fire 

believed to be of incendiary origin in 
a fram tenement house here to-day, a 
woman and her two children were 
trapped on the third floor and burned 
to death. Two men were injured, one 
probably mortally by jumping from a 
third storey window. Mrs. Louis Sim- 
bro and her two daughters, two 
months and four years old, respective­
ly are dead. Rafeal Murillo, a board­
er, is In a hospital in a critical con­
dition. Charred bodies of mother and 
children were found in the ruins.

Slaughter
OF

Balance of Fur Stock
AT

Reductions to Cash Purchasers, of from

20 p.c. lo 50 p.c.
This is the chance to get good Furs for very little money, 

which can only come once in a lifetime.
Our regular retail prices for Furs are the best obtainable, 

and this fact is so well known that everybody can immediately 
appreciate the value we are now offering.

We are making these Tremendous Reductions to fnUfe a 
complete clean up in this department more especially of odds 
and ends, of which we find that we have at stock taking.

However, all our very smartest and most fashionable Fur 
Sets are reduced at least 20 per cent., and the oddments from 
20 per cent, to 50 per cent.

Get there early to the BIG 
FUR SALE, at

HENRY BLAIRS
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