
Hudson Bqy Company 
Planned
-sfyip, JL
3uilr up ht/Tbil,
Has Hepped Millions nAOAN

f a tHOSE who look upon tnuts as mod- 
/ <rit growths may he surprised to learn 

that one of the most powerful on the 
North American continent is 86 years old. 
(This is the Hudson Bay Company, which 
probably furnished the muff, collar or the fur 
overcoat which you are wearing this winter, 
tl is thl continent's oldest trust.

Age isn't the chief distinction of this 
0-ust, however. It can claim, what no other 
trust can, that it has made a nation; for it 
would be difficult to exaggerate the Hudson 
Bay Company's part in creating modern Can­
ada. Many of the great Dominion cities of 
today have developed from trading posts es­
tablished by the fur company many years ago.

In the forming of this trust and its de­
velopment tragedy and romance tun riot. 
BThe killing of rival traders in close encounter, 
in duels and in pitched battles; the accidental 
death of many a man while engaged in his

terilous work; the hardship of life in iso- 
rted sections, to some of which mail, even at 

this day, goes only once a year; the commer- 
aial romances connected with bay-tree growth 
of cities m the wilderness—these things might, 
if inanimate objects could speak, be told by

in Canoe* to Stoll Fits*
wart became, for he wee knighted because et the wow 
derful ability he displayed In hie new position. To» 
forty years he remained at the helm, and his reign ww 
one of peace and prosperity.

When, in 1*69, the Hudson Bay Company was Induced 
by the Canadian Government to part with all but about 
one-twentieth of the immense tract of land In Its grant, 
the money recompense was *1,600,000.

This ended the romantic, thrilling side of the cam. 
pany*s history; It thenceforth became simply a very pro* 
per one corpofatlon, with capital swollen to IH^dOS-ûûa *»- 
competition and enormoue dividende assured.

MANY VIOLENT DEATHS

Am Indicating the perilous lives of the hunters an 
halt-breeds In those early days, it is recorded that o 
those Northwesters who assisted In the killing of Gov. 
ernor Semple and hie nineteen associates, sixty-five die! 
violent deaths.

First, a Frenchman dropped dead while crossing th« 
ice on the river, his son was stabbed by a comrade, hii 
wife was shot, and his children were burned; Big Head 
his brother, was shot by an Indian ; Coutonohals dropped 
dead at a dance; Battoeh was mysteriously shot; Lnvlgw 
was drowned.

Fraser was run through the body by a French mai 
In Paris; Baptiste Moralle. while drunk, was thrown lnb 
a Are by Inebriate companions; another died drunk on I 
roadway; another was wounded by the bursting of hi 
gun: Dupllcts was impaled on a pitchfork; Oardaple wai 
scalped by Indians ; another was gored to death by « 
buffalo, and still another shot by mistake in a buttait
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And so on down the list—there are feet and fate foi 
every one of the sixty-five cases.

But. while some people prefer to consider this I 
punishment for what they term "the massacre.” It Is pen 
haps no more than an illustration of the dangers at 
tending the fur-hunting businessmen every hand.

Today all is changed. ThoTe places which the oU 
school geography designated as trading posts have be 
come prosperous cities, some of them with department 
stores «a elegant and comprehensive as those found h 
the largest American and British cities.

» For Instance, near the head offices of the Hudson Ba: 
Company, at the point where used to stand the walls a 
Fort Garry, one may now see the principal stores of th) 
dtr of Winnipeg, which Is likened to Whlteley*» Neces 
elty Store In London, where you may buy a house 01 
anything belonging to or around a house.

TRANSFORMED THE WILDERNESS !

The great retail emporium of Victoria Is the Hudeoi 
Bay Company*a store, and In Calgary, the metropolis o 
Alberta and the Canadian plains, the principal shoppini 
place is the Hudson Bay store.

Slnoe the opening of the Northwest Provinces of A1 
berta and Saskatchewan by the Dominion Government 
about two years ago,, the boom has been continuous. Th 
country Is becoming one of the most prosperous and up 
to-date in America And yet today, as two centurie 
ago, the Hudson Bay Company Is the greatest of fus 
trading corporations, and fur trading la today a principe 
source of its profita.

As in the early days, the Indians come now to th# 
stores with their pack of skins on their backs, to b« 
traded for tobacco, sugar, com, cooking utensils, lodg# 
furnishings and money.

And today, as of yore, the scouts and agents of th# 
company penetrate to the homes of the more Isolated 
tribee. buy up their skins and "tote" them to the trading 
post on their b#u;ks or by dog team. But they are nbt 
the picturesque old fellows with tomahawk and moccasins 
and muskets and quaint accoutrements; they are prosalo- 
looktng individuals.

Like the commonplace, present-day cowboy on the 
Western ranch, they have become simply ghosts of van­
ished romance.
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the fur which drapes feminine shoulders or is 
exposed for sale in the store window.

Before the Hudson Bay Company ab- 
torbed its rival and formed the first trust of 
the continent its stirring history had already 
extended over a century and a half, and for a 
long time enjoyed a monopoly of the rich fur 
field.
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F THE Hudson Bay Company had not absorbed the 

Northwest Fur Company, of Montreal, in 18*1. thus 
. forming America's first trust, it is perhaps not too 

much to say that Canada for many years thereafter, 
perhaps almost to the present, would have been little 
more than a chain of towns and cities along the St. Law­
rence and around Lake Ontario, and n group of seml- 
tsolated maritime provinces.

Not long ago a Toronto writer expressed this opinion, 
end found none to dispute It. It is not In Itself an excuse 
for the existence of a corporation, aa such, although It 
a peaks volumes for the enterprise »f this particular

Misled by Us name, many people have thought the 
company's original scope of operation was only In the 
Hudson Bay district, when, as a matter of fact, it ex­
tended from ocean to ocean, and from the latitude of 
Alaska south aa far as the Great Lakes—a country hardly 
smaller than the whole of Europe. This Immense region 
was populated by about 160.0UO Indians, half-breeds and 
Eskimos.

Only twenty years after the landing of the English at 
what is now Jamestown. Va.—to be exact. In ItiTT—the 
nucleus of the Hudson Bay Company had its birth In a 
trading post which a Frenchman named Du Pont set up 
at the Junction of the St. Lawrence and Saguenay rivers. 
He sold merchandise to the Indians and received furs In

Then came the French Fur Company, a few years 
later, and, In 1668, an expedition outfitted by Prince Ru­
pert. of England, the first to penetrate the Hudson Bar 
country. _ ?

Two year» later a company was chartered by King 
Charles II. Less than forty years ago this company sold 
to the Dominion' Government for $1.500,000 its territorial 
rights to certain lands, but retained ita trading privileges.

What a romantic story of commerce these less than 
tW years have written on the snow-clad topography of 
British Columbia! And how much more tragic than that 
recorded may be that which is not known !
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HAND-TO-HAND BATTLES weekly.tple of Ml#Following the
Every time a piece of baggage 1» to be removed 

the head porter gets 26 to 60 cents; elevator boys get 
26 to 60 cents a week. For bellboys the schedule of 
tips runs like this: Bringing In bags, 25 cents; pitcher 
of water. 10 cents; drink in .oomi, 26 to 60 cents; 
brushing coats, 10 cents; stationery, 10 cents. Twenty 
per cent of the money spent In Washington Is said to 
go In tips.

Stnoe the tipping evil ir* Missouri has been given 
euoh a blow as the success of the Tubbs' bill in one house 
of the legislature—two years ago a similar bill failed of 
recognition—a great Improvement has beta noticed.

For one thing, hotel proprietors have raised the 
wages of their employes. Instead of p»ying to hold 
jobs In some hotels, the waiters are now on the ral-

Sorters at the railroad stations, when offered a tip, 
•mile gratefully—and refuse. Bellboys In the hotela, 
when slipped a nickel, extend their chests snd de­
clare proudly that they are not grafters: waiters when 
passed a 5-cent tip become purple with indignation 
and eplutter that they are honest men.

And Tubbs—the mark of serving men throughout 
the country, the man who, when recognised, gets tough 
steak and bad oysters in eating houses—of him so a*» 
miring poet .wrote:

At the pri
can be compared with that Is the

tore of Pennsylvania has been - sked to take action on 
a am presented by Representative James L. Adams, 
which makes tipping an offense punishable with a 
toe ef BOO or sixty days to JalL

A similar measure applying to the District of Co- 
laaUa was recently introduced In the National House 
ef Representatives. Further. In order to carry the 
crusade* into every State, mm Anti-Tipping Club has 
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These tyrannical tips!’
Who hurled the thunder 
Of eloquence
Against those avaricious rents
who seen their duty
And who done It— ,
When you had put 
Tour tip upon it.

"What shall I tip a waiter?'*1 rrltes a correspondent. 
"I have been giving 10 per cent, of my bill. But re­
cently In New York, when I ~ave a waiter a lo-qent 
tip on a |2 bill for two. ha refused It, and voibed id 
the head waiter, pointing at me and making faces and 
significant nods and grimaces.’’

"Whenever I enter a barber shop," writes another 
In distress. "I tip the barber 10 cents. J$s refuses to 
take lees. I usually rive the boy vho duets my beat 
6 cents. Sometimes when I hesitate be holds.on te my 
coat and continuée to brush. I have to drag him with 
me to the door, where he gives a parting whisk. When 
I fall to pay hlm I have an oppressed feeling. What 
shall I do? Shall 1 change barber shops?'*

"I went to Atlantic last summer for a week," writes 
another, “and made up my mind to give no tips. Since 
then I have been a nervous wreck. I feel ashamed of 
myself whenever I look at one of those clean, smooth- 
shaved waiters. Not only did I suiter from physical 
want, but the mental humiliation has left an indelible 
impression on my mind. I ans • onvlnced no one man 
can beat down the evil by himself/

Statistics show that hotel employee are the cheap- 
eet-paid people in the country. A canvass made by 
the State Labor Department of Michigan among •<« 
hotels In seventy-nine counties showed an average 
ware of 66 cents for a day of 6.6 hours

Traveling men most keenly feel the necessity of 
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ONCE RULED THE NORTH

The Hudson Bay Company Is not today what It wae 
before the Dominion Government became a strongly or­
ganised . force. Once It was the ruler of the North ; Its 
Sectors exercised th« power of feudal barons, declared 
war and made peace. No other enterprise on this con­
tinent has had such a colorful «career.

One of Its wars—the one which ended in the Consoli­
dation—l^ted over forty years/ Both the Hudson Bay 
Company and the Northwest Fur Company realised that 
further fighting would mean destruction to both, an«l so, 
•n 1821, “for mutual protection," did what many oil com­
panies, railroad lines, rubber factories; tanneries, sugar 
refineries and other industries have found It to their 
advantage to. do since then. They consolidated.

And why shouldn't the history of the Hudson Bay 
Company have been a romance of commerce, when In its 
vecy foundation existed such a quaint strain of humor 
an.-, court atmosphere as one might expect to find In a 
tome of King Arthur’s day?

Witness the fact that when the liberal old English 
monarch ceded to the stock company of noblemen 
gentry. Including Prince Rupert, the valuable lande I»
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