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THE SITUATION.
Satisfactory news:from the front

. has come from a somewhat unexpect-

ed quarter. The Servians from the
first have been fighting splendidly, it
is' true, but they were regarded as
altogether outmatched by Austria, the
eaumated war strength of the two
nauons when hostilities broke out
stagdmg at 810,000 to 195,000, In the
earljer qtages this preponderance told

sl
——

until she had obeyed him. This, let
it be remembered, was while she had
only been a widow for a few hours,
and the remains of her spouse were
ritish | still lying in state, - When Bismarck
arrived a little later he found the pal-
ace surrounded by squadrons of cav-
alry, and on enquu'y his young master
told him the reason. The Iron Chan-
cellor met the situation diplomatically,

been given a chance to cool off he
suggested that openly extreme meas-
ures were unwise, That he thought
the best plan was to cut off her allow-
ance until the journal was produced;
that forced arrest she would brave
out, but, he exclaimed, “Who can re-
sist money?”

This method was ‘successfully fol-
lowed, but the happening is in order
at this juncture as a true indication
of the real nature of this splendid
exemplar of @erman Kultur.

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.
The first Monday in January the
electors of Brantford are wont . to
meet in appointed places aqd move

heayily, ‘but ‘the ‘Servians rallied from |and second that Mr, Blank is a fgran

the ‘first shock in a notable way, and
it i, now reported that they have re-
taken Belgrade.  This is their capital,
and ‘a well-fortified city, which fell at
a comparatwely early stage in the
first onrush. The official Austrian re-
port adrhits that the advance of their
troops has riet orily been stopped, but
also that “extended retirements” have
been rendered necessary. The truth
of t‘he matter is, that all of the Allies
are not only fighting stubbornly and
courageously, but that in addition
they ‘are fortified by the knowledge of
a righteous cause on behalf of civili-
zation—a feeling first so splendidly
exemplified by little Belgium, and still
maintained by Her.

On the Belgian front the Allies con-
tinue to make slight progress, and in
Poland the onrush of the Germans
towards Warsaw has met with a se-
vere ‘check.

To sink an old Turklsh ironclad,
built forty years ago, of an out-of-
date and patched-up type, would not
under ordinary circumstances be con-
sidefed much of a war incident, but
the 'circumstances were not ordinary.
She  was in the Dardanelles, guarded
by five rows  of mines across the chan-
nel, but British submarine B-11 dived
under and successfully accomplished
the torpedo act, returning to safety
without receiving one hit from forts
or torpedo boats. The incident de-
monstrates that British submarines
are ‘just -as-efficient as the German
ditto even when only the slightest
and most desperate opportunity offers.

In Alsace and Lorraine the French
forces continue to do excellently, and
an unconfirmed rumor is that Nor-
way, Sweden and Denmark may join
the Allies. It would certainly seem
the part of wisdom for them to do so.

Italy at time of writing is still
awaiting her answer from Turkey for
an explanation of the violation of ah
Italian consulate in Arabia.

It is stated that a conference has
been called by the German Governer-
General of the invaded Belgium prov-
inpés to decide on necessary measures
to collect a war levy of 350,000,000
francs from that already outrageously
despoiled and butchered country. Just
how the sum is to be secured has yet
to be decided, but it is safe to assert
that no goad will be too cruel or too
vicious for the exemplars of “Kultur”
to employ.

A BIT OF HISTORY.

These days have recalled an inci-
dent in the career of the Kaiser, in
which he showed himself not only to
be an unmitigated autocrat, but also
to be utterly lacking in filial devotion.

It'is generally well known that his
mother was the eldest child of the
late ‘Queen Victoria. She was born
on Nov. 21st, 1840, and married to
Fredérick, the Crown Price of Prus-
sia, afterwards Emnperor of Germany,
on Jﬂmary 25th, 1858. At’the time of
the ghance seh was therefore in the
exghﬁznth year of her age, and the
present Emperor was born on' Jan.
27th-of the following year, so that he
is now in the fifty-sixth year of his
age.  He was a sickly infant, and at
one time it was thought to be impos-
sible to successfully raise him. He at
a very early age manifested an im-
perlal ‘temper, and in his teens com-
menud to. resent his mother’s influ-
ence.f Blsmarck did .the same thing,
but was a man of infinite resource
and uct and could be suavely diplo-
matu! should the occasion  require.

Prior to the death of his father, the |

thenf,Crown Prince had spies about
her and in the bedchamber of the in-
va.hq,qand he learned that Emperor
Fre@-lck had for some_ years kept a

joursal. H¢ fesred that his father |
had @romcled some disparaging criti-

cism of himself, and upon his demise
at once demanded the diary from-his
mother. The latter had secretly sent
the document to England, and she
denied ignorance as to its where-
abouts. William was furious. He
gave his mother to understand that
he was the master, and told her that
she would remain under close arrest

proper person to rep‘resent

ward in the City €ouncil.  This year
the usual performance will be gone
through with, and the prospect of ac-
clamations all around is becoming
small by degrees and beautifully less.
~—Expositor.

As a matter of fact, up to the pres-
ent time there has been very little
talk of municipal contests anywhere—
the war and its attendant consequen-
ces have counteracted that.

In more than one community it has
been decided to let councils next Jan-
uary get there by acclamation.

The method at such a period has a
good deal to recommend it. :

In Brantford the unwritten rule has
been that the Mayor should receive
his second term without contest. Only
those familiar with the duties and the
responsibilities of the post realize how
great and continuous they are, or the
amount of time necessary to be taken
from private interests if civic matters
are to be efficiently looked after. The
turmoil of a second fight is not war-
ranted when such duties are so ably
performed as they have been by May-
or Spence. With reference to the al-
dermen of this year, it may also be
successfully claimed that they have
done excellent service.

SILENCE AND COBWEBS

When you have had a glimpse of a
live factory running full-handed every
day, fancy what it is like to have a
walk over a factory that’s closed be-
cause of not'enough orders coming in
to keep it running. The engine is
rusty; the boilers moaning with cold
wind; the rats running over the coal;
the machines cobwebbed and the
piles of unsold goods dusty and silent.
| Weeks ago the whistle blew for the
last time, until the business picks up
again. The manager posted the-no-
tice to quit. The time clock was
punched by the last man out. The
books were balanced and closed. The
cover went over the typewriter and
the caretaker swept out the place,
lighted his pipe and hunched away
home. Somebody tried to ring up on
the telephone; no answer. Grass grew
over the railway siding, and the empty
box car might as well be idle there as
anywhere else. The men that used to
work in the’ factory hang about the
streets, smoking, waiting for odd
jobs; women pinching at home; store
bills unpaid; rent in arrears; business
gone to the dogs; the town sad and
miserable and for the present without
hope, just because for some time to
come it is out of work. And this is
the picture of silence and cobwebs and
blue ruin which the dollars of Cana-
dians thoughtlessly spent for import-
ed goods, has -made : possible;" but
which the dollars of Canadians sel-
fishly spent for goods made in Can-
ada can completely undo.

NOTES AND COMMENT.

Just about now Austria commences

to wish that she hadn’t.
* k¥
That Christmas shepping; not

many more days now in which it can
be done. -

It is the tro;p; a:d the ships of
Allah which are now getting slammed
in the struggle. No wonder the Kai-
ser is getting dubious with regard to
his allegéed partners.

x k%
That German fleet is still clinging
to the Kiel Canal with the tenacity of
an affrighted child. The successful
passing of a British submarine under
five rows of mines will not be calcu-
lated to brace up the nerves of that
outfit to any very noticeable extent.

R R

Lt.-Col. Wood of Quebec, speaking
before the Canadian 'Club in Toronto
yesterday, made this nieat reference to
a certain firebrand in Qu:bec

After alluding 'to the patriotism of
the French-Canadians in the past, the
speaker declared they had at present
jtheir demagogue, who was showing
that the way to be a French-Cana-
dian patriot was to be a Brmsh para-
site. “And that means he is making
a degraded and degrading appeal to
a really fine, noble race, and the crime
he' is committing—I.,must not men-
tion names—the cnme he is commit-
ting 1 will défine in a single ‘word—

and when the exasperated tyrant had:

Bourassassination.” (Loud laught'er— G

and applause)

+Reports from Berhn are to the ef-
fect that the people have been kept in
ignorance of the absolute state of

affairs at the front, and that they afe |

happily pursuing their way in the sub-
lime belief that all is gomg well thh
the arms of the Kaiser. - Even the
wounded cannot enhghten them, 'as

the units who make up thé far-flung|
battle-line have no knowledge of gen-|

eral results. The fact' that the au-
thoritfes have not dared to let them
know the truth n most - slgmﬁcant
and the final awakenmg will be ter-
rific.

* *x %

In an address at Montreal, Finance
Minister White exclaimed, “What a
marvel is Britain, to-day financing the
war out of her savings and’ with a
margin left over for investment.” It
may also be recalled that during the
Napoleonic wars John Bull was able
to largely finance other powers in the
final overthrow of the European ter-
ror. The speaker stated that Canada
would have to borrow $100,000,000 per

‘afinufy during ‘the period of hostilities. |

He showed that the export trade of
the Dominion had . greatly improved,
and that future prospects could not
be regarded as otherwise than excel-
lent.
* ¥ %k

After four months - of the war
France still remains uncrushed, and
even little Belgium is still hanging on.
How different from the rapid German
success in 1870. The formal declara-
tion of war did not take place until

4 July 15th; 1870, and peace was signed

on February 26th, 1871, when” the
French were forced to accept humili-
ating terms. ' In reality the French
Emperor surrendered his sword on
September 1st, and Paris was com-
pletely invested by September 19th.
In other words, both incidents oc-
curred in far less time than the Kaiser
and his war lords have now occupied,
only to find themselves very badly up
against it.
. * * %
The total of casualties to British
officers, as officially reported up to
November 30th, reads:

Wounded

The men in the ranks have fought
none the less bravely, but the per-
centage of casualties with reference to
them is much less. For one reason,
officers have to expose themselves
much  ‘more* frequently, and for an-
other, sharpshooters are especially de-
tailed to pick them out. For the most
part they consist of a class often
sneered at in times of peace, but never
during times of war in all the record
of British arms.

Notes On
the War

By An Unmilitary Critic

WHEN THERE'S A STORM ON
THE NORTH SEA.

“Heavy Gales n the North Sea,” is
a familiar heading in the papers these
days. - We shiver when we think of
the navy. And yet do you know the
old poem by William Pitt? I wish I
had it, but it went something - like
this:

One night there was a hurricane,

The sea was mountains rolling,
When Billy Buntine turned his quid,

And said to Bllly Bowlmg
A“A strong nor'wester’s blowing Bi'l;

Hark! Dont you hear it roar now?
Lord help ’em, how I pities them

Unhappy folks on shote now.
“Foolhardy chaps who live in towns,

What dangers they are all in,
And now lie quaking in their beds,

For fear the roof will fall in
Poor creatures! How they envies us

And wishes, I’ve a notion
For our good luck in such a storm

To be upon the ocean!

“And as for them who’re out all day
.. On busines from. their: ‘houses,
And late at night are coming home

To cheer their babes and spouses,
While you and I, Bill, on the deck

Are comfortably lying,

My eyes! what tiles and chimney pots

About their heads are flying!
“And 'every often have we heard

How men are killed and undone
By overturns of cariages,

By thieves and fires in London.
We know the risks all landsmen run

From noblémen to tailors;

Then, Bill, let us thank Providence

That you and I are sailors!”

Some ‘of the German ' Landsturm
are escaping to ‘Holland rather ‘than
fight. ‘If they were only allowed to
stay as far in the rear as the Crown
Prince stays they wouldn’t mind war-
fare a bit,

The . Kaiser’s Navy should send an
illuminated address of thanks to the

man who first thought of the Kiel |-

Canal .

In bombarding Rheims the Ger-
mans should be careful not to hit any
champaigne. If’'a case of wine was
destroyed the flags in Berlin would
probably fly half-mast.

If Herr {Krupp is taking German
bonds in payment for his guns he may
yet be one of the steady customers of
the soup kitchens.

————— e e
Turkey has still failed to reply to
Italy’s note regarding the violation f

the neutrality of the latter’'s Consulate
in Arabia,

harbor of Gunin in’ he
ipelago.,

WASHINGTON, D_ec 15—The
German converted cruiser, Cor-
morant, wlm:h arrived in the ha--
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FORD'’S BIG FURN L HOU
Furniture in all the atest f’ash ons and ¢
shades of finish. Our prices are low r than any .
furniture dealer in the city. Drop i in and be convmcé& -
Obliging salespeople to serve you.

‘10-a.m. ye :
leave the‘ port or int
war. She was short of.
visions and water.

grain are bemg daily
this station. -
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Both Phones
190 and 191

Elevator Service
to All Floors

Everything
Purchased
Daintly Boxed

Such delight and amusement caused by young and old in this

OY-

= .Second Floor

mood. Toys there are in abundance for children of all ages,
but the wonder is there for the boy, and it's “ MECCANO,”
COME IN AND SEE THIS WONDERFUL TOY.

. A~

(Wﬂ:h evety: purchasc of Meccano you gct an entty focrit to the $1000 c6rh.

USEFUL GIFTS Of Sp ecial Interest

FROM THE READY-
TO-WEAR || i b o e s oo, S Y
A large '‘and very handsome TRIMMED MILLINERY to
g Y

range of beautiful Silk Kimonas H a' I F PRICE
R R

are shown on the second floor for
Christmas. A more suitable gift

Now this special offer is liable to be withdrawn without notice, so
we advise you taking advantage NOW.

for a young lady would indeed be
difficult to find. Not -only is it
always acceptable, but very use-
ful. SPECIAL

95

Christmas Waists

New Christmas Waists are just
-to hand, and some very beautiful
and serviceable waists are shown
in the range. There are silks, sat- Gents’ extra fine “Pure Linen” hem-
ins, nets and crepe-de-chines in a stitched and Initial Handker- :

variety ,of colorings and designs chiefs. Special at
that makes the selection easy.

Gloves
Ladies’ Fine French Kid Gloves, with
plain or fancy stitched backs.

$1.75, $1.50, $1.25, $1
Silk Hose

AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT

Ladies’ pure silk, heavy quality stock-
ings, spliced heel and toe, $1 50
; double garter top. Special at -'® :
; Ladies’ fine embroidered corner and
BERLIAL lace edge Handkerchiefs, half dozen ip a

¢ 5 OO |t 61750, $1, 90¢ | | B Jardiniers
J o up = A Dbeautiful, heavy, hammered

Ladies’ fine embroidered lace 50

edge Handkerchiefs. Special 5 for C brass “JA.:RDINIER,’.’ well lacquer-
Ladies’ fine lace edge linen and lawn :;3 ang 1‘;"111 nOtAtag“éhs stands on
ree ball legs. IG BARGAIN.

- Underskirts andker-
The \'ari!elty aendsext:nsivc range gxiefl]. At 60, 50’ 35’ 25c i While $ I I 9

Christmas

Handkerchiefs

Ladies’ fine quality “Pure Linen” hem-
stitched Initial Handkerchiefs.
Special at

of Underskirts is too large to deal See our Large Handkerchief || ThCY

on any particular skirt, but a very
handsome satin skirt is shown at BOOth in the centre Of Last
the store.

$1.39, and then again you get a
large.range in the better quality.
PRICES

£ §1.500810

®
TH AT 40-inch, beautiful chiffon finish, Eng-
lish Costume Velvet, guaranteed quality.

VELVET There are still a few stackings left. Re- ,

. member, this is our regular $3.00 Velvct.
BARGA;N SPECIAL SALE PRICE

special Christmas department. puts everyone in the joyous &

Your Mone ~\

can.purchue genuine ba w.i
—IN =

Chlnaware

a7

VANSTONE
CHINA HALL

Thousands of pieces of
yog,r's importations will
this great cleas
Pw‘-
:_Evenmz:__ ings, 19 George

Suit Cases
Travelling B
Valises

THE MONé |

’

a nice set of
Fox, Wolf, E
.;j‘a'_nd Fitch.




