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Intelligent Food Economy is Necessary to Fill the Haversacks and the Dinner.Pails

A world shortage of food fias created a very
grave situation for those who are responsible for
the earrving on of the war by the allied nations
There is ng likelihood of shortage of food, no danger
of fami in Canada, which on the contrary, will
have rge surplus of food for export. But there
i# very grave danger of seripus embarrassment to
the governments of the Allied countries from short
age of food for the armies and lack n-f adequate food
at reasonable pricés for the industrial populations
in Great Britain, France and Italy.

To help to an understanding of what has been called
the lom‘ erisis 1 would remind your readers of a few
of the contributing eauses to the preseat real dan
ger of a world famine in 1918, The harvests of
1915 having been abundant, the food situation dur
ing the first two vears of the war eaused no very
serious anxiety. Then came a succession of changes,
the cumulative effect of which has produced the

resent very dangerous and threatening situation.

Partly from unfaverable weather, partly from the
want of labor, partly from the inability to ebtaia
fertilizers, the cereal crops of the world, that is,
wheat, rye, barley, oats and Indian corn. yielded
shout 16 per cent. less in 1916 than in 1915, That
meant about 2.000.000.000 hushels less of these grains
harvested in 1916 than in 1915, In Canada the har-
vest of wheat, cats and barley in 1916 was only
61 per cent. of that in 19)5

‘lt:e great war in its various undertakings by the
armids, munition - making and trassportation bhas
taken about thirty million werkers off the land;
it has diverted their labor inte other cccupations
Instead of being preducers of food they bave hecome
consumers of food on an unprecedented scale. Thea
there is the destruction of food by the hideous at
tacks of the submarines. Evea before the subma
rines in their unrestrieted and murderous campaigen
had dene so much, men best in o poiifiun to know
kept proclaiming the need for greater production
and the need for the prevestion of all waste of
food

While there is no occasion for the alarm of panie,
there are very small reserves of food; and in the
event of sueh a comparative faillure of crops in
1918 as there was in 1916 the world might be faced
with actual famine conditions and the inevitable
starvation to death of millions of human beings
So, while there is no occasion for the agitation of
alarm, there is pleaty of reasen for intelligent or
ganized and sustained action te
prevest disaster from overtaking
us

Bveryone to be a Food Controller

The personal effort of individ
uals is the only way wherehy the
supply of food can be increased
Under modern conditions one can
st expect the carth te receive 8
miraculons shower of manns.- A
Niagara of wheat to 61l the emp
ty grasaries and clevators is not
te be expected. Food comes from
single plants produced by sature
in eooperation with the intelli
gent lahor of individuals. Al ever
Casada farmers and gardesers
have done their hest te l‘n.w
the quantity of foed whieh ©»
available It is sow secossdry
1o he just as diligeat in consery
ing what has heen praduced, in ,
preventing all waste and in shifh
ing our own consumplion from
Neur. heef and baran, whieh the
armies and civilian poguiations
aeed from ue toNther 'mS‘o whirk
eannatl he senl averseas

Te direct and help all the pee
ple te do this necosanry work the The
goverament hae appointed a food
vontrolier. The Hoa W._ J. Han
an, ane of the ahle and publie
quﬂlr-.i eitisens of Casada, »e b
fapted the office without salary

sponsible asd secomary werviee
the food contrallers required, o
part of his duty: **To sseertain
the food requirements of Casada
and 1o facilitate the expart of the
surplus te Great Neitain and her
Allien. * It is alss his duty s
make regulations, ‘‘ providing for
the eonservation af foad and the
presentios of waste therenf and
goversing the econvamition of
food ia hatels, restaurants, vafes
private houses, clubs and other
piares, *

The plan of action which the
oot (\«.ou-‘l.- has laid "N
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By Dr. Jas. W. Robertson |

Chairman, Central Advisory Council to the
Food Controller

the beginning of his campaign indicates g the gen-
eral objects to be accomplished : — .

(a) To bave available as large & quantity s
possible of suitable foods for the Allied armies

tb) To bhave available as ldrge a quantity as
possible of suitable foods for the civilian popula
tion of Great Britain and her Allies.

(e) To have sufficient and suitable food st rea-
sonable prices for the civilian population of Canada.

The means through these general ends can be ae-
complished are:—

(a)) Increase in the production of foode

(b) Elimination of waste in the handling and use
of foods.

(e) Shifting of the wuunsnu. in part, from
foods needed for the armies and civilian
of Great Britain and the Allies, chiefly wheat and
flour, beef and bacon to other~foods which are
and ean be produced in abundasce in Canada

(d) Preveation of unfair profits from the handli
::‘“M and of unnccessary increase in pdno.ai

The necessary means can be applied and the
necessary objects can be realized only by intelligent
organized Morts and the willing co-operation of all
the people. :

Bubstantial Results are Expected

As has already been stated, what the armies and
civilians of Great Hyitain and the Allies uire
wost from Canada are flour, beef and bacon. ¥
alse require and take a very large quantity eof
cheese and some other food stuffe. The immediate
object of the organization of a provincial committer
and of local food ceonomy committeey is to help and
to enable all the people to do their share in per
witting large quastitios of these foods to be avall
able for export. Every housckeeper can become an
effective volunteer in the' great army of food con-
trollers

What may be expected an & result of the food con
trol serviee by the veluniary action of the house
keopers of Canadal The saviag of cnly one pound
of r por week in every home in Canada would
result in bavisf 30000000 pounds of flour & year

AN HISTORIC PHOTOGRAFPN

photograph which o repraduced herewith recalls one of the impartant
events in the history of the grain growers' erganisation of the prairie provinees
It shows the fSret Grain Growerd' delogation that ever weat to Ottaws aad de
manded from the gurvernmest 8 redresn of grievances for the prairie farmers. The

s Ontawa and met the government on May 5, 1904 The dele

» gation consisted oaly of the four men shown in the phetagrs They were D
By his appeistment te this re W. MeCunigy prosident of the Maniteba Grain U y

Motherwell, prenjdest of the Nashatehowan Grin Growers' Amee
Minister of Agricniture is Nashatehewan), J. W Gillenple, enecutive officer of
the Nashatchowan Girain Growers’ Asmcintion and R . Headers, vieo president
sow prevident
The delrgntion impremed spon the government the necomsity for legisiation
atngnding revernl of the previsieas nn v
wrged that the distribution clause
te got cam in turs with the clevators. * As & result of thelr reprssentations, §
request was aeceded 1o and the Canads
seagius of parhiamest .
While in Qtawa the delegation received every poanible amistance from Walter
Neatt, afterwiirds promier of Bashatehewan, whe worked with them day and
sight and gave them very offective belp
areeled 1ha deicgativa connidesahly

of the Manitohe Grain Grewers' Assecistion

be amended to give

b »
3

Growens'’ Amhlr. W h
o8

wularly they

he Canada Orain At cﬂ
mers the

Goain Aet was amended at the snsuing

The late Senater Pladiny 71-. e

for evport more than would otherwise be the ease.
The food control office estimates that the saving in
Canada of flour, beef and bacon will be sufficient to
provide much more of these foods for a year than
would be required by an army of 500,000 men. It
comes down te this: in preventing waste and in
shifting consumption that fhere must be control of
single slices and single bites.

. Methods to be Followed

In this part of this campaign two methods have
been adopted by the food controligr. In the first
place be bhas issued regulations ing the feree
of law to restriet the mu-rb- M.Lol, bacon
and white bsead at public meeting places.

In the second place all housekeepers are urged
and to go at least as far in thelr own
bom ~ l: mmv:ll‘l:. of these foods .
qu y law in places .
pulsery regulation P:ad the voluntary co-operation
are both necessary. In times of peace the quantities
and kinds of food consumed in one's home is o
matter of &run‘ud taste, limited oni the extent
of one's ¥ to pay. In this ¢ of the
reguiation of one’s consumption of food has been
‘e from a watter ofmm preference to

‘u tion i.' honor to
“om with the recommendations invelves
h'dnll.p..“ uires wo sacrifies; and at —
enabies all useheopers to participate . very
real and effeetive way in *‘‘win the war’’ servige.
::.m final ..'.Iy_-h |L d!lul: will be saved
ing of single plants, the regulation of
.bﬂ'lnmnhwmdnymdm
Plodge Oards To Be Signed

The local food cconomy committes in overy
wib b
As o

f
i
i

will be the body by which information
r-‘d on to the individual householders,
ot _step, the women of the local food ecconomy
commitice will undertake to personally distribute
the food service eards. The intention fs te
have every home visited by some woman whe will

interest the housek in food contrel
her to sign the fouo-‘-‘ \ "
‘“Realizing the gravity of ¢

knowing that Great Britain and
Canada to help to shatter Germany 's threat of star
vt conesiomtivacly ihe sivies el it Poe
oul conw v
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