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love seemed an inexhaustible force. Her 
love for her hone, for ber dog, for her 
birds, was a passion, and the affection she 
lavished on me, on her brothers, sisters, 
relations and friends, was persistent, all 
embracing, perennial and indestructible 
as the light of the sun." When he has 
recorded her death, Lord Dufferin breaks 
into the following pardonable threnody : 
“ Thus there went out of the world one 
of the sweetest, most beautiful, most 
accomplished, wittiest, most loving and 
lovable human beings that ever walked 
the earth. There was nothing wanting 
to her perfection ; and I say this, not 
prompted by the partiality of a son, but 
as one well acquainted with the-world and 
with both men and women. "

The subject of this memoir was natur
ally brought into contact with many of 
the distinguished men of her time, 
amongst whom may be mentioned the 
poet Rogers, Lord Brougham, Lockhart, 
Sidney Smith, Theodore Hook and Mr. 
Disraeli. Here is an incident in the 
relationship between Lady Dufferin and 
the man who was destined to be Prime 
Minister of England : “ The elder Mr. 
Disraeli being as yet more celebrated 
than his son, my mother had expressed a 
desire to see him. But the introduction 
could not be managed, inasmuch as at this 
particular moment, Mr. Disraeli had 
quarrelled with hie father. One fine 
morning, however, he had arrived with 
his father in his right hand, so to speak, 
in Mrs. Norton's drawing room at Story’s 
gate. Setting him down on a chair, and 
looking at him as if he were some object 
of vertu of which he wanted to dispose, 
Mr. Disraeli turned round to my mother 
and said in his somewhat pompous voice : 
1 Mrs. Blackwood, I have brought you 
my father. I have become reconciled to 
my father on two conditions ; the first 
was that he should come and see you ; the 
second that he should pay my debts. ’ ”

Lord Dufferin himself notes that one of 
his earliest encounters with Mr. Disraeli, 
who always treated him with great friend
liness, was in Brook street the afternoon 
of the day on which he had won his 
Buckinghamshire election.

i stopped to congratulate him on hie 
successful campaign, when he said to me : 
“ Yes, I said rather a good thing on the 
hustings yesterday. There was a fellow 
in the crowd who kept calling me ‘a man 
of straw, without eny stake in the coun
try,' and asking ‘what I stood upon,’ so 1 
said : ‘Well, it is true I do not possess 
the broad acres of Lord So and So, or the 
vast estates of the Duke of A., but if the 
gentleman wants to know upon what I 
stand I will tell him 1 stand upon my 
head.'"

Lady Dufferin’s poems require no in
troduction at least to the millions of her 
fellow countrymen who have settled in

u
America. No books are reunited to kee 
alive several of these poems, for they live 
in the hearts of the people, and will be 
transmitted from generation to genera
tion.

Coming as the author does from the 
family of Sheridans, as remarkable for 
the deep potations as for the richness of 
their intellectual endowments. Lord Duf
ferin feels that he has a right to refer to 
the burden which his ancestry has be
queathed to him. The great Sheridan 
was, of coarse, exceptionally week head
ed, on the other band Lord Dufferin'a 
paternal grandfather, ’ who never had a 
day’s illness, and lived till 81, was just 
the reverse. He would occasionally be
gin a conviva! evening with what he 
called “a clearer,” that is, a bottle of 
port, and continued with four bottles of 
claret, afterwards retiring to bed in a 
state of perfect though benevolent sobrie
ty. “I have reason to complain,” the edi
tor adds, “that ray two grand fathers, by 
overdrawing the family account with 
Bacchus, have left me a water drinker, a 
condition i f degeneracy which caused, 1 
remember, serious concern to the older 
members of the family.”

As once more showing the necessity of 
something being done to improve the city 
water supply—and that before long—we 
have the case of the Messrs. Dunsmuir, 
who, in connection with their new "storage 
warehouses, declare that it is not fit to be 
used in the manufacture. They have, 
therefore, made arrangements to use the 
article supplied by the Esquimau Water 
Works Co., and, with that object in view, 
have made a connection with that com
pany’s sys'em on the other side the 
railway bridge, in that way obtaining the 
water. This action of the Dunsmuirs is 
to avoid the clause in the Water Com
pany’s charter, which stipulates that they 
shall not lay their pipes on this tide of 
Victoria harbor. The case is likely to 
find its way into the courts, the conten
tion being that the Messrs. Duusmuir 
take delivery of the water outside the city 
limits and bring it in themselves. Here 
is undoubtedly an issue for the lawyers to 
wrestle over.

Some profess to believe that the Duns
muirs, being anxious to dispose of a 
certain interest in the Bsquimalt Water 
Works to the city, have adopted the plan 
referred to in the foregoing paragraph in 
order to strengthen their contention that 
a better and purer supply may be obtained 
from their company. Of this, 1 know 
nought ; but I am perfectly satisfied that 
the water which the people of Victoria 
have been compelled to use for the last 
month or so could not very well be much 
worse. The champions of the Elk Lake 
article contend that it would be every
thing desired if the sewers were regularly

flushed. The cost of this wo* would , 
nothing compared with the risk whiq 
the consumer is taking in using ciiy watj 
It is said that several cases of typh 
fever are directly traceable to this som^ 
The Elk Lake water may be all that's 
claimed for it, but, under existing condi 
tiens, as it cornea from the tape, it 
unfit for man or beast.

It is asked by some, and not__ _
reason, how is it that certain officers 
the corporation have permitted the wet 
to come to its present condition durir 
their term of office, the fact being ab*.. 
lute that op to the last two years thJ 

water from Elk Lake was always pleating 
to the taste and devoid of smell?

In the peat this city has ____
an unbroken record for safety from eon] 
fl agrafions. Year after year five figure 
covered the losses. Insurance eoopenie 
became impressed with the large harvest 
to be garnered, and numerous egencied 
were established, which accepted risks atj 

rates in proportion to the lueses. Withii 
the last week two fires have taken 
in business blocks from some unknown | 
causes. Despite the efforts of the author
ities, evidence to prove the origin «fl 
either was lacking. The owners my they I 

left the buildings long before the firm oc
curred, and were positive everything wssl 
safest the time, fortunately, the fin- 
department saved the buildings with little 
loss; but the question of reepunsibiliiy 
for the fires rests somewhere. If we have 
a band of fire-bugs in our midst they j 
should be hunted down. The burning of 
one building amounts to very little ; but j 
endangering the whole city eppesrs to de- 
serve more than passing consideration. 
Investigations have proved very little j 
after numerous fires on account of an ob 
solete law on our statue hot* empowering 
juries to arrive at conclusions after listen 
ing to witnesses. This city requires » 
fire marshall to examine into the oiigin 
and causae of every fire. The officer 
should be vested with power to compel 
the attendance of witnesses to testify in 
relation to any matter which is subject of 
inquiry or investigation. He should bave 
authority at all times to enter upon and 
examine any building end should be 
clothed with the powers of e trial justice. 
At a recent investigation the chief of po
lice conducted the examination of wit
nesses. The jury consisted uf residents 
of the locality where the fire occurred. 
During the examination, no evidt-ne of 
the origin of the tire wee adduced, simply 
because very little was known about it, by 
any person present.

The /neurone* Monitor contaii the 
following suggestions from a pr- t" "^ 
Canadian chief of fire departing re
siding within one thousand nub «
Victoria : ..

“It strikes me that tawiwc u ro


