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mancat mes<age to the heart of man Ile s
above all w preacher’s  preacher, and the damty
volunmes contaming o crmons, pubhished an
Foveryman's Tabrary, should beron the shelves ot
all who desire to know how a sermon should be
modelled to remam i the mund and heart ot ats
hearers.”
»
Our Noble Standard.

In a recent speech, Mr. Roblin the Premier
“The

the nirst of January, 1907,

of Manitoba, said: Provincial Government

has dectded that after
every school of this Province must have a Union

The

ment will provide the tlag, and it will be

Jack flying during school hours. Govern-
the duty
of the trustees to replace any such flag that may
The

ment will be that any school teacher or board of

have become usceless, rule of the depart
trustees that neglects or refuses to tloat a Union
Jack in school hours will forfeit their right to the
trust in making this move we

We

various peoples that come to our Province, who

public grant I

will not be misunderstood welcome the

are born under foreign flags, who speak a differ-
ent tongue, and we give them the benefit of our
civil laws; e¢ndow  them with  civil rights; the
benefit of cur criminal law; the free education of
the outcome of the
Union

from a

the schools, all of which are
that

man who comes

civilizat'ons and benefits follows the
Jack, and, 1 think, the
order to better his circum-

foreign country in

stances, and objects to perpetuating the glories
of our flag. who declines to have .his children in-
fused with Rritish patriotism, is a man that 1s un-
desirable.” plain spedking,
no doubt Mr. Roblin's

Some of his political opponents object

This 1s refreshingly
there 1s whatever as to
meaning.
to such language on the ground that it might
hurt the feelings of some immigrants from the
United States. We do not agree. These people are
not fools. They know that they are coming to

Canada where _they intend to live and to obey

our laws. In their own country all children who
attend the common schools have cvery morning
to stand up and swear allegiance to the Stars and
Stripes and to the Republic one and undivided to
which the flag belongs.  The people brought up
under such conditions will appreciate and respect

the flag which
battle

the new land which reverences

braved a thousand years the and the
breeze, and which floats over all that is most free

and most loyal in the world.

»
Trial by Combat.

The “Church Times”™ has a memorandum on
the contents of the carly episcopal registers of
the Diocese of Salisbury, beginning with . Simon
of Ghent, who was consecrated at Canterbury on
12)7. While full of

showing the practical use made of

20th  October, mterest,

especially
Rural Deans in those days, there is one illustra-
tion of the change of habits which deserves gen-

eral notice, and that is the legal proceeding

known af wager of battle. The cause of action

arose as follows: In 1142 King Stephen seized

the castle of Sherborne from Roger, then Bishop®

The castle remained in the pos-
session of 1337, King
Edward 111. granted it to the arl of Salisbury.
l")isllul) \\'_\'\‘iH\‘ of the
castle being thus transferred to a subjeét té bring

of Old Sarum.

the Crown until when

seized the opportunity
a writ of right for the recovery of this old resi-
The

after innumerable delays, came before the Court

dence of the Bishops of the diocese. case,
of Common Pleas at Westminster; but the Iarl
of .Salisbury claimed to defend his right to the

castle by single combat, and the question at issue

was, therefore, bound to be decided by trial of
battle. This was in 1355, and in that ycar Bishop
Wyville issued his mandate to the Archdeacon

(and doubtless to the other Arch-

like fashion, though this is the only

of Berks
deacons in

one entered) directing him to order ull the

clergy, both regular and secular, to cclebrate

CANADIAN CHURCHMAN.

Masses, and to ask the prayvers of ther congrega-

tioms tor the Bishop's champion
More

LaOTTOW

success of the
combat particu

of the

subscquent

a forthcoming trial by
larly was this to be done on the
and  the

I“cast ot the Punihcation

octave, whan the ducl was expected to take place,

Bishops being, nominally, at least, men of peace,
and apparently also nobles of high degree, were
spared the chances of single combat and were al-
lowed to employ champions upon whose success
or fatlure 1 mortal combat the title to land was
decided. On the appointed day two champions
duly appeared, and were subjected to the usual pre
hminary examination for the detection of illegal
weapons or unallowed armour.  This examination

resulted in the Bishop's  champion being found
“rolls of prayers and charms,”

The

disputants to

waearimmg sy eral

and this caused the combat to be deferred.

adjournment  gave time for  the
arrive at a compromise; the Bishop paid the Rarl

2,500 marks, and the latter allowed judgment to

¢o by default.  Strange as it may appear it was
not unt:l  the nmineteenth century was  well ad-
vanced that this strange, and to our ideas, bar
barous legal proceeding was abolished. Tt had

fallen mto disuse and was practically forgotten

until an appeal to the “wager of battel”™ was en

tered by a man accused of murder. The victim
was a young girl who had been found drowned
under cruel circumstance and pointing strongly
He protested his innocence

aganst the accused.

and claimed his right. There was no combat, of
course, the law was changed, the accused was re-
lcasad
was reported to be hiving in

Years atterwards he
New York, an old

man and the last to escape his doom by this bold

and  disappeared.

appeal.
»
British Postage.

A recent visitor  to Canada,
“Speaker,”
“as playing into the hands of the pub
United

jury of our own trade

writing to the

deplores  the high  rate of  British

postage
Sllllk'\. to the

lishers o the serious in

with and mterest i the
notes the fact that Nood-

Brit-

Ie¢ further
United

Dominion.”

cd with States literature mstead of

ish, the spirit of the former must be more or less
convinced

imbibed by the readers; while

ently, that

appar

were  the conditions equal, British

scrials would have the preference. He pleads for
the “binding together still more firmly the chain
of Empire by affording an equal opportunity to
Mother '

the ]llll)]it‘:llllllls of the Land.

»

“Open Access” in Fublic Libraries.

We are  accustomed to hear warm com-
mendations  from those  who  have  wvisited
public libraries in the United States, upon

the wide Iiberty of chotee permitted to the read-
ers there, IFrom conservative England we learn
that
fidence, manifestly not abused.,

treated with con-
The

gives us inoa

there, too, the public is
librarian of
late

public hHbrarics

“The

“open access

Islington
L.ibrary World™ his
to the books,

number of awn, ex-

perience of entering
freely mmto points of detail of use only to those
We that

herited belief in the

in authority. learn, however, “an in-

general ignorance and in-
capacity of the public at large™ has passed away;
and that with time have come much simplification
modification of the methods.,

and “open access”

Two poimnts are emphasized—the sheer impossi-
“close \ll])('l‘\'i\i'lll” to
“that

supervision is absolutely unneccessary in the case

bility of depending  upon

prevent wrong-doing;  and the fact close

of at least 98 per cent. of the frequenters of pub-
lic lIibraries, and it has always secemed to me to

savour of an insult to the great majority of well-

behaved citizens, to plan  their libraries like
!

prisons for the pitiful purpose of occasionally

spotting a wrong-doer.”  Will not Canadians re-

spond to being ; placed “upon honour™ equally

with their British and American contemporaries?

[September 27, 1006.]

The XXIII. Psalm.

We would \'.ll'll('\l]_\‘ commend the Very }an‘li’
fully worded rendering of  the 23rd Psalm by
Miss )

ol the

Marie Corelli, which appeared in our issue

20th - September, to the careful

consider-
ation of the members of the Hymnal Committee
and greatly  hope that  they will sce their way

clear to its mclusion therein.
nenr
RELIGION IN FRANCE.

We are apt to think of the state of l‘(']i;{iuu\'

affairs i France os deplerable and to believe that
the ac.

Cur a

ons «f the I'rench Government and of the
have  combined in putting an end to the
perfunctory appearance of religion in that coun-
LN IYor

VOTY many years we

Mme.

terview which she and her husband had with the

have heard of its
Ifelessness. Waddington tells of an in-
late Pope, mowhich that astute Pontiff questioned
them as to the state of religion in France, ques-
tons which they, as Protestants, evaded, until he
“"We

told him the women all went to church and sent

desired  them to speak without reserve,

their children to the Catechism, but the men are
mdifferent, if not hostile, and once the boys have
made their first communion they never 1)111‘ their
a charch”

foot in All our information coincided

with these statements, but there was always the

savin ¢ clause of the small band of sincerely re-
ligious men. We hoped that in time of trial
this band would assert itself, and although we

Liave heard very little of them, gradually they are

coming to the front. Canon Scott Holland and
his friends i Iingland are advocating in England
a Christian socialism 1 periodicals like the
“Commonwedlth,” but the French Roman Catho-
itc. Church has kept  pace, if it has not preceded,
held.

sect ons of

them i this There they draw attention

to the

mutual

labour where the need of
action is needgd for improvement. A
writer i the Dublin “Review™ says: “The Action
Popula're is the united ceffort of a number of dis-
timnzuished publicists and sociologists to encour-
ase and promocce all healthy forms of association
among all classes of workers: It sceks to fol-
low the advice of the present Pontiff and to take
its stand within the domain of practical matters
an understanding with all men is easy.”

booklets

month., of which hundreds ot vaousands are sold

where

This socicty  publishes three times a

and thus  the Freneh Church is becoming a

genuinely social and institutional Church not in
large cities or business centres only, but in coun-
try parishes. “Of exceptional interest,” the wrnit-

“Are the various

given by

Cr says: accounts
curés in different parts of the country of ther
cfforts to promote the local welfare.  In many

cases the result has been the complete transfor-
formation of the parish.” “They give the priest
an opportun'ty of w»nming into contact with many
whom he  could not otherwise reach, and they
become in his hands instruments of Christian re-
ceneration.”  Then we have the Sillon, which,
since 1890, has started and spread over the cities
and towns, being in character very similar to the
Y. M. C. \. of this continent.  Count Albert de
Mun, the leader of the clerical party, is the head
of the Catholic Associat:on ¢f Young Frenchmen,

and all these societies and  associations, even
when  undenominational, as some of them are
work for the I)l'u]l]u[iun of n-]xg:un m IFrance,

and in France almost all are professedly Roman
Cathele, thatinstead

of rehgion dying

Conscequently, we think,
out in France under the new
law it will spring up puriticd and invicorated and

Writers

Roman

infused with a strong manly strength

well informed ona the political side. like a n
Catholic  correspondent of the “Church 'l‘lmcs‘
predict dire  consequences through the need of
law to retain the
bidden by

trusted to

parochial associatiocns under the 1
parish churches, as these have been tor
ingenuity may be

Rome, but French

get over the difficulty.
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Liberalism

I
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things.
l'L'l‘cI]t’k'
s the prole
Liberal.ty 1s
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things m ¢x
who [H'.\t‘l [§
really 1mph
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one who 1s
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posed lack
short at thi
man is libe
at somebod
the occasio
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free with
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ter of that
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other age
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man has a
it more ¢
his npillfu
course anc
comes in
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opinions «
no perscn
curtous fa
ation gene
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do take a
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and all
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the finger
time hole
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and stron
stance.
matters
cause, as
i such
tions or
take an
partizans
like the
Ot possil
H"\\('.(
to a ver
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creature
that mil
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not app
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deep in
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