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Bre. J. I'. Dusome, of Dranch 75, Penetan

shene :

ml"‘lh ' CARRIED,

At the regular meeting of Hr:m-'h T.v Pene-
tanguishene, on April 9, 1806, the President
called Bro, J. I’. Dusome to the platform,
when Recording Secretary J. B, Strathearn
read the Dillowing address and liro, M. A,
Gendron presented him with a silver cane,

Bro. Dusome was taken wholly by surprise,
as he knew of no preparation for the oce
sion :—

Penetanguishene, April, 9, 1806,
To Bro. J. P, Dusowe :

We have learned with sorrow that we are
about to lose you from our midst, and that
your future business will be carried on in
away off Cincinnati, far from your native

ome. iy

Dear Brother, we did not wish to permit of
your departure without giving an expression
to our thoughts in your regard and the esteom
in which you are held in this branch of the
C. M, B,

You were one of the noble few who saw the
commencement of Branch 75, and we the
members of more recent date, know under
what ditficulties the branch started ; the in-
terest you have always shown in its welfare
and progress must ever be a consolation to

ou,

" During the long term of membership many
incidents have taken place that must
naturally have given pleasure,

Some ot the brother members gathered
around you this evening have known you from
your earliest childhood, others have made
Yyour acquaintances at a later date, and among
all you are held in respect and love ; and we
feel in your departure the loss of a staunch
friend.

In saying * Good bye " our hearts will go
out to you and our minds are litted up to the
Throne of the Almighty that lie may bless
and prosper you in your new home,

That in departing from oar midst yon will
bear in mind the beautiful motto of the C. M,
B. A. and that the signification of those
words may serve as golden links binding you
as a faithful Brother to Holy Church, and to
our Matual and Benevolent Asgociation,

And we hope you will, as we know you
will, turn your thoughts towards Penetan
guishene and the members of Branch 75,

And as a further, but very inadequate,
testimony of our esteem we Leg to present
for your acceptance thissilver cane, May it
often remind you of the warm friends you
leave behind.

Signed on behalf of Branch 75, C. M. B.
A s 0. Byrne, Pres.; D, J, Shanna-
Vize Pr J. B, Strathearn, Rec,

tev. Father Gibbons

After the meeting was over the members
and many citizens gathered at Mr. Jas,
Dusome’s hotel, where a very elaborate snp
per was given in Mr. J. P, Dusome's hehalf,
when over forty guests sat down, including
the leading business men of the town.

Mayor ., H. Thompson occupied the
chair, while Rev. I"ather Labourcau per-
formed the office of vice chairman,

After ample justice had been done to the
many good things that ** Mine Host ” had
provided, speeches aud songs were numerous
and pleasing.

After the toast “*The Queen and Gover-
nor-General ” had heen heartily drank, “Our
Guest "' was ealled, to which Mr. J, Dusome
responded in suitable terms, A song, by (.
L. Whalen, was responded to by Rev. Father
Gibbins, and Mr. John Belyeau; ** Mercan-
tile. " responded to by Messrs. O, G. Gendron,
C. E. Wright and C, A, Thompson ; ** The
Ladies,” responded to by Messrs, Wm,
Martin and C. A. Thompson. **Ie's a Jolly
Good Fellow " and * God Save the Queen,”
brought the evening's pleasure to a close,
well on to the small hours,

Resolutions of Condolence.

On Wednesday April 1, Branch 75, Pene
tanguishene, lost its first member, by the
death of Mr, Louis G. Lebatte, who died in
his thirty-nine year of inflammation of the
brain

His funeral was one of the largest ever
assembled in the Catholic church here, and
his remains were followed to its last resting
place by the members marching in a body
as also a large number of his most intimate
friends, including many 'rotestants.

At the regular meeting of Branch 75, Pene
tanguishene, on April, 9, 1806, the following
resolution of condolence was maved by Rev.
Father Gibbons, seconded by Brother Thos,
Harford, and carried unanimously :

Resolved, whereas it has pleased Almighty
God in His infinite wisdom to remove trom
our midst, by the hand of death, our esteemed
Brother, Lonis G, Labatte,

Whereas in the death of Brother Lebatte
this branch suffors the loss of one of its most
faithful and respected members, and his
family a cherished husband and kiud father,
therefore be it

Resolved that we, the members of this
branch, hereby extend to the family of our
deceased Drother our sincere sympathy in
this their hovr of affliction ; and pray that
God in His infinite goodness may give them
strength to bear their great loss.” And be it,
further,

Resolved, that out of respect for our late
Brother the charter of this branch he draped
in mourning for the space of thirty days.

And that this resolution be spread upon the
minutes of this meeting, also a copy be sent
to the family, also to the CATHOLIC Ri

CORD and Catholic Regist
Signed on hehalf of 1 h 76, C. M. B,
A.:Jas. O. Byrne, Pres.; D, J. Shanna

han, First Vice-I'ros.: J. B, Strathearn, Rec,
Nec.; Rev, Father Gibhons.

Perth, March 1R06
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Resolved that we, the members of Branch
No. 124, heraby express our heartfolt sorrow
for the loss sustained by him, and extend to
him onr eincere sympathy and condolence in
his sad affliction,

Resolved that copies of these resolutions he
seut to Brother Antbony O 'Dwire, and 10
the CATHOLIC RECORD for publicat
entered on the records of the brauch,

P.J. Quigley, Pres,
I'. O’Shea, Rec, Sec,

O'Dwire,

E. B. A

Davitt Branch, No, 11,

The regular meeting of this Branch was
largely attended by members and visitors, there
being present J. Howell, Vice-Pres., and C
Burcher, Ree. Sec., of No, 12 ; J. O'Neil, Vice-
Pres., and J, Liston, Steward, of No. &, and J.
Walsh, 'resident of No, 20, Several questions
of importance were discussed, and the Brauch
decided to give gold badges to the members ob-
taining the largest number for initiation, by the
firat mneeting in August next,

The following resolution of condolence wasg
unanimously adopted :

The members of this Branch having heard
with gincere regret at the death of the heloved
child of our respected Drother, Martin Lelory,
be it

Resolved that we tender him and his wife our
heartfelt sympathy in their sad affliction. and
ray that our holy patroness, the ever Blessed

K'in:in. will obtain for them the grace to bew
in humble submission to the will of her Divine
Son.
Resolved, that this resolution be entered on
the minutes ; a copy sent to Brother Delory,
and to the Grand Secretary Treasurer for in-
sertion in the official organs,

Signed by J. McCarthy, Pres., and J. Hol-
land, Ree. Sec.
St. Cecilia’s Branch, No. 2,
was well attended at the meeting on the 10th,
The visitors present were J. J. Daley, Pres. of
No. 21: James and John Gore, of No. 11, and W,
Lane, Sec. Treas. A deputation of ladies from
Circle No. 3 was also present to make arrange-
ments for ** A Social,” that promises to be a
success. During the evening the President of
No. 21 was introduced, and made a few well-
chosen remarks, and_as he will for a time be a
resident of 'I'oronto Junction there is no doubt
he will be a great acquisition to Branch No. 2¢,
LOW SUNDAY IN TORONTO,

Low Sunday being the day appointed for re-
ceiving Holy Communion jas Emeralds, St.
Paul's Branch, No. 8, invited the other
branches of the city to accompany them to St.
Paul’s church for that purpose : accordingly,
they assembled at the hall of No. % and pro-
ceeded to St. Paul's church for the 9:3) Mass,
and, considering the great distance the mem-
bers had to go—some over six miles—the attend-
ance was very large, many going to their own
parish church, After Mass they returned to
the hall to partake of a substantial breaktast,
provided by the officers and members of St.

aul’s branch, At the conclusion of breakfast
the Grand President was called upon for an ad-
dress, and responded. He congratulated the
members upon their large turn-out, showing
they were true Emeralds by complying with
placed upon them, and

efits to be derived by
rs of the Emerald agsociation, J,
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DIOCESE OF LONDON.

ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH.

At the first Mass (Easter Sunday), 8 a. m.,
the members of the various

Knights of st. John, C, O, F
A.—approached the Holy Table in a body,
There were alout two hundred men
in their hall on Sandwich street, Wind
sor, when they formed in line and
marched to the church. At 10:3) Grand
High Mass was sung. Father 1.'Heureux
being celebrant, Father Secanlan deacon,
and Pather Rocheleau, sub deacon,

IFather Rocheleau preached a short, in-
structive sermon on the gospel of the day,
taking for his text, *‘He is risen ile is not
here,”

The choir rendered in an excellont manner
Lepreovist’s 3rd Mass, In the “ Kyrie ' the
soloists were Mrs. Kilvoy and Mrs. Fenick :
in ““The Gloria,” Mr, Pepin; in “The Credo,”
Mre, Fenick and Mr. Conway. At the
Offertory a grand solo and chorus were given,
' Haee Dies,”  Mrs, Kilroy gave the solo at
the Agnes Dei,

In the evening the church was erowded to
the doors. The pure, white, marble altar
was almost sereened from sight with the pro-
tusion of potted Easter lilies and cut fl IWers,
whilst the air was heavy with ‘“the rich
ethereal odor of many a waxen light.”

Never betore in the history of the choir of
St. Alphonsus, Windsor, was there a finer
musical Vespers given than on Easter
Sunday night t was Milliard’s in I°,
The_soloists wers Mrs, Kilroy and Mrs
Fenick and Dr. Grewsel. The sermon v
preached by Father Dumouchelle, e to)k
for his text, ** Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin
Mary ! Alleluiah ; Because our Lovd is truly
risen.  Alleluiah.” He spoke for about half
an hour, and told the sublime story of the
Resurrection with great earnestness, |le
said the resurrection of our Lord was a
pledze and a model of the resurrection from
death of each and every one of us. Ile
showed us the way, and by is ex: nple the

ror of death is lost in the hope of a_joyful
Resurrection with the Naviour of the world.
We can say, with holy Job, " For I know that
my Radeemer liveth, and in the last day 1
shall rise out of the earth, And I shall be
clothed again with my skin, and in my flash
[ shall see my God.”” The sermon was fol
lowed by solemn Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, by Father Montrenil, with Father
Rocheleau as deacon and ather 1.'Heureux
as subdeacon.  Dr, Grewsel, of Detroit, zave
a magniticent solo in “The Tantum Erwo.
“The Salutarins” was grand choras
adapted from Moses in Egypt. A..J. Pepin
presided at the organ, )
URSULINE CONVENT.

Ilis Lordship the Bishop presided at the
ceremony of Profession and Reception in the
convent of the Ursulines, Chatham, on the
Oth instant, when Miss Catharine Scott (in
religion, Sister M, Antoinette,) made her
ous Profession, and Miss Theresa Cun-
ningham, of Wardsvills, received the Holy

Habit.

tholic societies
and C, M, B.

)

M, C. K,

ST. PETER'S CHURCII.

At the Easter services, conducted by Rav.
Father Courtois at St, Peter’s church, Dr
dale, the choir sang Lambilotte's asc
Mass, ** Regina Coele " and * O Salutaris,
with good effect,  The latter was a duett,
sungr by Mrs, Louis Masse and Miss Kelly.

I'here was musical Vespers at 3 o'clock in
the rnoon, when Lambilotte's ** Magnifi
cat, and “T m

YO Salutaris
|

The solos were well taken

ent members ot the choir,
rable credit is due the organist,
Misg Iy, who has been instrumental in
bringing the choir into its present state of
= e -
FHE OKKA “STILY IZURE,

m Oft a

| the monks were
| wnd mtentional violaters of
| y Or even manufacturers, under
uces, of strony drink, l'hoy
therefore set to work to ascertain the resl
facts, with the result that, while it is undoubt-
edly true that a still was seized at the mon

astery by the revenue officers, yet the sur

rounding circumstances appear to free the | ar

monks from moral blame in connection with
the matter,
WHAT AN BENQUIRY SHOWS,
The facts, as ascertained by the friends of
the monks, ave stated to be as follows :
The monks have for some time past been

engaged in the manufacture of light wine— |

altar wine for the most part—which they
supply to the Roman Catholic clergy, at a
, small advance on the cost of manufacture,

i
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The output last season was between four and
five thousand gallons, not twsutx- five or
thirty thousand as alleged. In order to util-
iza the residue found in the puncheons after
the wine was racked ofl, the monks had a
small worm made, which they used in distili-
ing the alcohol contained “therein, This
alcohol was used entirely in the monastery,
for various purposes, such as the preparing
of paint, etc,, the bulk of it being employed
in compounding medicines in the pharmacy
and infirmary. 1t was never used as a bever-
age, The monks, by their rule, are allowed
to drink only water, and occasionally a little
home made cider or tea, and never touch even
the very light wine which they manufacture.
The still was seldom in operation, and the
whole amount of alcohol made was compara-
tively trifling, The monks were under the
impression that the sections of the Inland
Revenue Act, providing for the issuing of a
permit for a chemical still, to manufactur-
ing chemists, free of charge, were applicable
to their case, but, through carelessness or
inadvertence, the application for a permit
was not made, and complaint being entered
by some one, the still was seized, and the
monks obliged to pay a fine greater than the
value of all the aleohol they had ever made,

Wine the monks have shipped from time to
time, as oceasion required, to various points
along the Ottawa river, but the * quantities
of wfn‘iskuy shipped from Oka to Montreal "
had no existence,save in the imagmation of the
newspaper reporter. \Vhiskey, or any strong
drink, they never made, nor was one drop of
the alvuhof they did male ever sold. It may
be added that they have not, and never have
had, an agent in Montreal.

The monks are, by their rule, entirely cat
off from the world, living a lite of prayer and
labor, and observing absolute and perpetual
silence, It will therefore, be scarcely won-
dered at that the very existence of the still
was known only to the half dozen monks
whose duties brought them into contact with
it, and that, even now, the great majority of
the monks are ignorant of the whole matter,

THE ALLEGED ‘' HOTEL.”

As to the *'hotel ” which the monks are
accused of running, it is simply the ** hotel-
lerie” or guest house which, according to the
rule of St, DBenedict, must be attached to
every monastery. At Oka it is a wing set
apart for the reception of visitors, or those
who come to make what is known to Roman
(Catholic spiritual retreat,” or to spend
some time in retirement. iy their rule the
monks are forbidden to demand pay from
those to whom they afford accommodation ;
and the institution, far from being a source
of income, is a continual tax upon the mon-
astery, the revenue derived from gratuities
received from guests being quite inadequate
to meet the expenses incurred in keeping up
the establishment,

I'he  monastery is  burthened with
a heavy debt, and the monks have
so far had a hard struggle to meet
the demands upon them, and have only

been enabled to do so by the reason of t
charity of their friends. = Eventually, how-
ever, the yearly increasing products of their
farm and dairy will furnish ample means for
the support of the monastery and its append-
ages,

‘T'he authorities of the monastery had de-
cided —unwisely, as some ot their friends think

to take no notice of the stories circulated
concerning them, and it was ouly after wait-
ing in vain for the appearance of an authori-
tative statement that the enquiries wera in
stituted which resulted in eliciting the fore-
going information.

On enquiry at the Dapartment of Inland
Revenue the Journal learns that the fine
imposed was for having and using an un-
licensed still, and that the department has no
information as to any selling of liquor by the
monks, This adds contirmation to the facts
as above set forth,

— .-
DEATH OF MRS. THEODORE

DAVIE,

The Month, New Westminster, B. C.

If,in this hour of the saddest visitation of
his life, the sympathies of friends and ac
(quaintances are able to relieve somewhat his
kreat sorrow at the death of his beloved wife.
the Honorable Chiet Justice Davie will find
that he has the most hearttelt expressions of
regret, not only of relatives and intimate
friends, but of the entire population of the
U'rovince. Wherever the Honorable Chief
Justice is known, there he will find friends to
mourn with him and his children over the
great lcss they have sustained. HBuot human
sympathy is not adequate to soothe and console
In visitationd such as this one. The spirit of
taith alone can inspire such hope and consola-
tion that will enable the soul to rise above
human considerations, and accept in humble
and loving submission the heroic sacrifice that
the Alinighty His impenetrable designs has
asked, May the merciful God, then, poar
abundantly the balm of divine consolation into
the wounded hearts of the husband and chil-
dren of the noble Christian woman whom He
has called so suddenly fromn their love !

We append the account taken from the ('o!-
onist ot the 27th March of the funeral ceremon-
ies of Mrs. Davie :

" 'I'he immense attendance at the funeral of
the late Mrs. Theodore Davie yesterday morn-
ing showed how widespread is the sympathy
telt for Chiet Justice Davie and his tamily in
their bereavement and affliction. Besides the
many friends who had personally known Mrs.
Davie and appreciated her dness and kina-
liness of disposition there among  the
gathering, representatives of various publie
bodies who attended as an expression ot respect
for the Chief Justice. The Ln-uu-n:\uw ver-
nor, wie Judges of the Supreme Court. the
members ot the Bar, the Executive and mem-
bers of the Legislature attended, and not only
was the cortege from the house a very long
0.e, but the gathering at the Roman Catholie
vathedral was so great that many people could
LOL galn atmittance,

Atter a short service at the house, shortly
after 9 o'clock the funeral proceeded to St.
Andrew’s, the hearse followed by a long line of
carriages, and at the corner ot” Yates street a
number of people on foot joined the procession.

The pall-bearers were Sir Henry P, Pellew
Crease, Hon. J. H. Turner, Premier of the
Province: Mr, Justice McCreight, Mr. Justice
Walkem, Mr. Justice Drake, Mayor Beaven,
Hon. D, M. Eberts, attorney ; and Mr. W, C.
Ward

At the entrance to the cathedral the proces-
sion passed through two lines of police drawn
up in command of Chief Sheppard, the remaing
being et atthe door by Rt. Kev Bishop 1.em
mens, Re. Rev. Bishop Lootens and all the Cath-
olicclergy in the city. Pontifical Requiem Mass
was celebrated, Dishop Lemmens officiating.
Rev. Fr. Fayard, 0. M. I., Westminster, was
assistant { Father Eummelen, Van-
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St. Paul's parish lost

1 L ected residents
5 | who died on that day s
| borne  with tortitude i 491 r.
O w1 may be said to have lived in the old |
| parish all his life ; but it was not till he had
| reached man d that he became prominent in
| helping to ing s¢ the wih and prosperity
| of th st Kud, He contributed his share in
|

up and populating the waste places in

| thatlocalily, and turning them into a centre
und which business gathered and flourished.
i was esteemed as an unright

to help every eftort made in the
8. He was a kind friend and a
thbor, and as husband und father had
:harged his obligations in these rela-
| James O'Hagan will long be remem-
! bered for his many excellent qualities of head
and heart, his unobtrusive manuner his good
nature and generosity. He leaves a widow and
| 8ix children—two boys (J ames and Walter) and

four girls (Mrs. Robt. Dickson, Mrs, Joseph
! Larkin, Mrs. J. J. Barker, of Orillia, and an

unmarried dswizhter, Miss Kate.) to mourn his
foss, May his soul rest in peace !

MRS, RoNEY, SI1MCOE,

| . Jtisour sad duty to record the death of Mrs.
Michael Roney, which occurred at her resi-
| dence in Silver Hill, on Sunday, March 22, in

the torty-ninth vearof her age,

Mrs. Roney was born at Ancaster, and was
erried and came to Norfolk county twenty-
five years ago, and settled at Silver Hill, It’is
not necessary that we should speak of the vir-
tues of the deceased, because every one who
knew her was editiecd by her gentlencss of
character and h ts of Christian charity
Among the chiel mourners were her husband
and children—the youngest beiug only seven
years ot age—who have the most heartfélt sym.-
pathy of thu community.

The funeral took place on March 26, to St.
Mary's church, Simcoe, where a solemn Ke-
quiem Mass was sung by the Rev. Father Me
Menawmin, Requicscatin pace!

MR, DENNIS QUINLAN, MOUNT CARMEL.

On Easter Saturday morning death visited
the quiet hamlet of Mount Carmel and took
away one of its most respected citizens, in the
Yeruun of Mr, Dennis Quinlan, gon of the late

Janiel Quinlan. The deceased had been in
failing health for the past five months, but his
disease taking a serious turn he Lmssed peace-
fully away, strengthened by Christian hope
and fortitude, at the e'lrlry age of twenty six
years. He was an exemplary young man, and
his death not only cast a gloom over this com-
munity but has left a vacancy in the house and
in the church which cannot be filled. The
funeral, which was largely attended, took place
to the church of Our Lady, Mount Carmel, on
Easter Monday, where High Mass of Requiem
was sung by Rev. Father Traher, after which
the intermeut took place. The deceased leaves
behind him a mother and two sisters who have
the sympathy of the whole community in their
sad pereavement. May his soul rest in peace!

—_————
A WORK OF ART.

The Farmer's Advocate, of London, Ont.,
and Winnipeg, Man,, has signalized the great
Canadian Horse Show of 1806 by issuing a com-
panion piece to its much-admired draught
horse premium group, ‘‘Canada’s Pride.”
issued some years ago. T production is fit-
tingly named ** Canada’s Glory,” as it portrays
an artistically-arranged group of the finest in-
dividuals of the noblest race of animals extant.
The design and the perspective of the picture,
and the life-likeness of the superb light horses
portrayed, are worthy of the very highest com-
mendation. We recommend it as a piece of
high-class art in animal portraiture, suitable
alike for the adornment of the walls of the din-
ing-room, sitting room, or drawing-room. One
cannot study a picture of this sort withont
being more strongly impressed than before
with the nobleness of the juine race. while
the thought th the gasoline motor will dis-
place the horse becomes the climax of absurd
ities,

- oo
CATHOLIC DIRECTORY,.

SIXTY-FOURTH AN AL PUBLICATION,

Anenlarged and improved edition of Sadlier's

Catholic Directory, Alma
can now be had. " The Dir
official reports of all Dioces
fectures, etc., in the Unit

wies, Pre-
States, Canada,

Newfoundland, Great B and Ireland, and
the Hierarchies. and Statistics of the United
States ¢ Mexico, Central America, West

Indies, South Amer . Oceania, Austro-Hun-
garian Monarchy, Germau Empire and Switz-
rland,

>~

ANGLICAN ORDERS.

A Commission of Cardinals Studying
the Question of their Validity.

A correspondent writing from Rome
to the Philadelphia Standard and
Times says: The stidies which were
being made last year on Anglican
orders are being continued now by the
newly-constituted ccmmission for the
re-union of the churches. The mem-
bers of this commission have drawn up
private monographs embodying the
result of their own investigations, and
when the ultimate sittings of the com-
mission are held in regard to the ques-
tion a resolution will in all likelihood
be speedily taken and submitted to the
supreme authority of the Holy See.
Meantime the members of the commis-
sion of secondary rank — that is, the
cousuliors, or learned priests and prel-
ates who assist the Cardinals— are bus-
ied over the same work.

The Cardinalitial members of the
commission are Cardinals Ledochow-
ski, Langenieux, Rampolla del Tin-
dara, Vannutelli, Galimberti, Vaughan
and Mazzeila. Among the consultors
are : Monsignor Merry del Val, Dom.
Aidan Gasquet, 0. S, B., and P. Ton-
dini, the Barnabite. An addition of
special service is now being made to
their work. Besides Rev. Dom. Gas-
quet, who is coming t> Rome, are Very
Rev. Canon Moyes, D. D. of the arch-
diocese of Westminster, and Rev.
Father David, O. S, I,

Were other indications wanting the
advent to Rome of these three clergy-
men, bound on this special errand,
would be a strong sign that the ques-
tion was nearing a solution. But
other indications are not wanting. I
have the best possible authority for
stating that a decision will be made
within a short time. While the ques-
tion is pending it would be hazardous
to predict its solution with certainty,
but I may say this much : one of the
members of the Congregation has given
assurance that it is impossible to look
for any decision which will not be a
condemnation. This was said a few
daysago. Every indication lies against
the probability that a compromise
course, or via media, will be taken,

e
Women in Irish History—St. Brigid.

In the great address which Dr, Sha-
han delivered recently before the
Gaelic Society of New York, he gave a
brilliant and learned account of the
FFour Masters and of the monumental
work they have |

left on Irish history
It is to be}

Irish histor; . 8
mere ornament, but a Power of Good,
After St. Patrick, it is a woman, St,
Brigid, who has done more than any
one else to fashion the life'of Medimval
{ Ireland.
! Ages the Abbess of Kildare is one of
| the greatest powers of Ireland : for she
'n'prvs(-nrs Brigid, just as the Arch-
| bishop of Armagh represents Patriclk.

" The art of Ireland is largely
| an outgrowth from Kildare ; and
| that glorious old abbey was for

ages a centre of humanity and char-

i and genius, There was no more awful
! public crime than the violation of this
national sanctuary, more venerated
than ever were Dodona aund Ephesus ;
and it may be said, without fear of

Throughout all the Middle |

ity, as well as a refuge for virtue

contradiction, that this old monastry of
Kildare (which was already venerable
when Charlemagne began to reign) has
done more for the elevation of woman
and the formation of a Christian public
opinion in her regard than any other
similar institution of the Middle Ages.
So great was the Irish mediaeval ven-
eration for this holy place that when-
ever the Bishops of Ireland assembled
in council they placed the Abbess of
Kildare on a throne higher than their
own, as a token of respect for Brigid,
who had been the counsellor of the
Bishops of Ireland while she lived.
Across the pages of all the Irish an-
nals, from St. Patrick to the Reforma-
tion, there moves a long procession of
grave and virtuous daughters of Erin,
and we cease to wonder at the million
of pure and lovely women whom Ire-
land has bestowed upon the people of
the New World to be the mothers of a
spiritually-minded race, and to pre-
serve forever that lovely Christian
ideal of the highest womanhood, in
which innocence and beauty are only
the visible workings of refined relig-
ious hearts, "

AT e B
THE SINS AGAINST THE HOLY
GHOST.

Seranton, Pa,, March 23,

Rev. and Dear Sir: Will you kindly
answer ihe following questions in next week’s
issue of the Freeman's Journal :

What constitutes a sin against the Holy
Ghost ?

Can a sin against the Holy Gliost ever be
forgiven? Yours respectfully,

R. E, Murray.

1. The theologian Scavini, follow-
ing St. Thomas, says : ‘‘ Sins against
the Holy Ghost are those by which one,
through contempt, rejects the means
which enable one to avoid sin, They
are presumption, despair, impunging
the known truth, or that perversity of
mind by which one stubbornly resists
the evidently kunown truth ; envy, by
which one grudges good to another :
obstinacy, and impenitence, that is, a
determination not to repent. It is
clear that those who commit such sing
become of set purpose rebels against the
light,”

2. A note on verse 31, chapter 12,
of Matthew—** every sin and blas
phemy shall be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy of the Spirit shall not be
forgiven "—says: ‘““The sin here
spoken of is that of blasphemy, by
which Pharisees attributed the mir-
acles of Christ, wrought by the Spirit
of God, to Beelzebub, the prince ot
devils. Now this kind of sin is usually
accompanied with so much obstinacy
and such willful opposing the Spirit of
God and the known truth, that men
who are guilty of it are seldom or
never converted, and, therefore, are
never forgiven, because they will not
repent,  Otherwise, there is no sin
which God cannot, or will not, forgive
to such as sincerely repent and have
recourse to the keys of the Church.”

In commenting on this same text
from Matthew Bishop MacEvilly, in his
exposition of the Gospels, says: ** What-
ever interpretation of this passage may
be adopted, it cannot for a moment be
allowed to militate against the pleni-
tude of power left to God's Church to
forgive sins, be their number or enor-

mity what they may. *‘Whose
sins  you shall forgive they
are forgiven’' (John xx., ), No
limitation as to number, kind, or

enormity. It is not said here that the
sin in question is irremissible, cannot
be forgiven, but only *shall not be for-
given ;' that is, it is but rarely re

mitted and  with  difliculty ; just
as it is said that ‘every blas-
phemy shall be forgiven men,’ not

that every sin of blasphemy is always
forgiven — for, sometimes, men do
not seek forgiveness by repentance —
but that it ic easily and generally for-
given. Hence the opposite clause
means: Blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost is not easily nor gencrally re
mitted, not for want of power in God
or in the Church, but for want of dis-
position in the subject, who rarely is
blessed with proper dispositions of pen-
ance necessary for the remission of
every mortal sin. The reason why
those guilty of this sin rarely have the
necessary dispositions is that they
sin against the source of all grace
and remission, the Holy Ghost, to
whom, as being a work of divine good-
ness, the giving of grace necessary for
the remission of sin is, by appropria-
tion, ascribed. Such persons are
handed over to a reprobate sense, go
that they become impenitent., St. Au-
gustine, by ‘blasphemy against the
Holy Ghost,” understands the heinous
crime of impenitence. "—N, Y. Free-
man's Journal.
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