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PARSELL THE SLLENT,

An English Impression of Chas Stuart
Parnell, ¢“The Mystery Man of Modern
Politics.”

MR. GLADSTONE'S HIGH TRIBUTE TO THE
IRISH LEADER'S ZEAL AND EARNEST-
NESS,

Parnell is an inscrutable, incomprehen-
sible, and myeterious being to the averoge
Englishman. The following character
sketch of the Irish leader, drawn by the
Pall Mall Gazette, will amuse and interest
our readers :

Mr, Parnell is the mystery-man of
modern politics, He is the one man in
that windy palaver-house at Westminster
who has risen to the front rank by holding
his tongue, He speaks seldom, and when
he does not exactly know what to say
remains silent, Hence a reputation
gained largely by the same simple method
which led the ancients to select the owl as
the bird of the goddess of wisdom. To
him almost slone among Parliament men
silence has been golden. Nor is that by
any means his only peculisrity. He has
dwelt and dwells a part. For many years
it was said that he wae the only member
of the House of Commons who had no
postal address, In former years he used
to disappear mysteriously from the haunts
of men, and for days no one knew where
to find him. Then he would re.sppear;
nnd so great ia the awe that he inspires
among his associates that no one ventured
to ask him where he had been. This
mystery and reserve, malotained studi-
ously for eleven years on the part
of & young man in the heart of the great-
est gossiping shop of all England, is &

henomenon almost without precedent.

Yt has added gre:tly to bis power, aud it
has enormously increased his influence
among the impressionable, superstitious
people who have placed their destinies in
his hands. Whether he has adopted this
attitude from calculation, or whetber it is
the natural outcome ot a suspicisus, far-
tive disposition, distrusting itself and
therefore distrusting every one else, it is
difficult to say.  But it has had its effect.
The impenet:able mystery of the man has
se 88 well as the veil, the
silver veil of the prophet chief, the Great
Mokanns, who occupied

That throne to which the blind beltefr
Of millions raised him.

But in this case the veil is not of silver
80 much as of impenetrable brass. This
apartment has often been referred to, but
seldom has it been more graphically
described than by Dr. Schoeidesy one of
the few ambaesadors of the press whom
German journalism maintaius in Loadon.
Describing “this engine in the shape of a
human being,” Dr. Schneider says :

Parnell watches his mind as-if it were a
fortress, and no one is allowed to lock
through the windows of his eyes, His
companions are as strange to him to-day
as they were when they met for the fizet
time. They are numbers, powers; he
knows where to make use of them in his
Parliamentary attacks, and beyond that
all relations are broken off. Ialonelines.
and silence he goes his way, creating
around him a desert, at the edge of which
his followers are patiently awaiiog his

heets. 2
MTGI:Q awe in which he is held by his fol.
lowers, even by those who have been in
jail with him, is very noticeable, Ho is
the head of the Irish Sept—he must not
be spokep off with light irrevecence, as if
he wereqmt a mortal, His is a sacred
name, which it is not better not to use.
For behind the veil of mystery there is a
jealouey even as that of offended Juno,
and woe be to the man who gives the Irish
chieftain cause to auspect of rivairy or of
lack of supreme devotion to the supreme

ief.
There have been those who argue that the
leader of the Icish democracy is in reality
non compos mentis, and they maintain that
thismoodiness and the semi-morose fashion
in which he holds mankind at arm’s
length are traits of an hereditary com
laint which affects more or less all the
arnells. But the theory, althouglll tsak—
enough, seems to rest upon slender
if:%ndltlogne: Miss Parnell, who died
recently in the States, bad a crazs for col:
lecting rubbish, which she imagined to be
valuable bric.abrac. Mrs, Parnell, who ia
now nursing her eon at the Euston Hotel,
displays occasionally extraordinary fertil-
ity of imegimation, which perplexes her
fr{onds, but that is capable of a more pro-
theory of
hereditary lunacy,  There is a brother
Parnell somewhere in Italy, learned in
Latin, but ignorant of arithmetic, who
periodically retires with loathing from the
soclety of his species. “*But all these
eccentricities, even in ouve person taken
together, would be insufficient to jastify
the most reckless of mad doctors in sign-
ing a certificate of lunacy. As for the evi
dence which is afforded by Mr, Parnell’s
public career, all that need be said is
to quote the saying attributed to Lord
Wolseloy. Some one was saying, as fools
were always saying in those days, that
“Gordon was mad.” Lord Wolseley re.
marked, “I wish, then, that he would bite
some of our generals,” If Mr. Parnell is
mad, there are few Parliament-men who
wouid not be better for a biting from stern
and silent equire of Avondale, whose un-
swerving resolution and iron will have
placed him on a sinnaola of power higher
than that otcupied by any leader his nation
has produced. 4

Asa speaker Mr. Parnell is dry, clear
and direct. He is not an orator, Of elo-
quence there is no trace in any of his

peeches; but he p one great gift,
to which Mr, Gladstone publicly paid a
high tribute in the days when he and Mr,
Parnell where in the opposite campe, ““The
bon, gentleman,” he once told the House
of Cowmens, “is not in the habit
of uelng words in this house which

e bhas mnot well weighed. No

man, as far as I can judge, is more success-
ful than the hon, member in doing that
which it is commonly supposed all speak.
ers do, but which in my opinion few
really do—and I do not ‘include myself
among those few—namely in saying what
he meaus toeay.” Heisa cold and frigid
speaker, but his words are to the point,
He epeake as he sees, and the clearness of
his vieion gives precision to his utterances,
He never made an epigram, aud probably
vever indulged in the luxury of a trope,
But just as the few pregnant seyings of
the taciturn Grant besame the watchwords
of a nation in the throes of a great crisis,
80 some of Mr, Pamnell's words have
played a promiuent part in the Irish cam-
paign of liberation, Few sayings are
more familiar than his famous avowal in
regard to the land sgitation : “I would
not have taken off my coat and gone to
this work if I had not known that we
were laying the founda‘ion ia this move-
ment for the regeneration of this legisla-
tive independence.,” It was he who
invented the famous phrase about “prairie
value,” and he who alluded with sipister
enrphasis to the fect that the value of the
land in Ireland had not yet “touched bot-
tom,”

But although Mr, Parnell has invented
apt phrases, he can hardly be said to be a
man of much originality, The land agi-
tation was Davitt’s work, nothis, In the
Home Rule movement he but succeeded
Mr. Butt and Mr, Shaw. He Lad been,
as he himself phrased it, the jockey rather
than the creator of the Irish movement,
It was not an easy riding. His party con-
sisted of patriots of all classes, He had to
ride not only one steed, but several ; and
it was no easy task to keep them together,
That he succeeded in accowplishing his all
but impoesible tssk was due largely to the
conviction universal amoog ali Liish pat
riots that “Parnell hated Eogland.” They
bated Englard and they trusted him.
That has been the loadstar of his career.
Hea bated Englaud se the oppressor of hie
country end the great obstacle in the way
of the recognition of Irish nationality,
There is also something of an American
addition to his Hibernian animosity, which
in no way moderates ita rancour,

M-, Parnell is the great icomoclast of
our time. Mahmoud the idol breaker
was nothing to Parnell the blocker of
Patliaments. B:fore his time the faith in
pariiamentary government was with most
Englishmen a superstition of the most ex

tracrdinary kind. To give a country
parliamentary instizutions was, in the
opinfon  of the Biitish  pubic,
to give it a fair start on the
road to paradise. To despise a Parlinment
was clear proof of Junacy or of the hlack

est villainy, of which ouly Tzars and their
satellites could be guilty, And the House
of Commons, the mother of all Parlia-
ments, was held in peculiar reverence. It
was the very Ark of the Cuvenant, radiant
with the glorics of the comstitutionsl
Shechloah, That was only a dozen years
ago in goint of time; but what a gulf
yawns between where we stand to.day
and the archaic simplicity of the Parlia-
ment worship of that time. And it is all
Mr. Parpell’s doing Iiis he who by his
coldly calculated policy of Obstruction
bas dispelled the glamour round Parlia

mentarism, and compelled us sorrowfully
to admit that coustitutionalism is but a
fetish like  other fetishes, and
that, of sll modes of governing an
empire, goverument by a paralyzad
mob at St. Stephen’s may be
one of the worst. Int) thi sacred .arema
entered this young man—he was but 31
when first elected for Meath—and boldiy
laid impious hande on the palladium of
our liberties, Instead of being emitten
down like the unfortunate Uzzah, this
intruder throve amain, As the power of
Parliament waned the power of Mr. Par-
pell grew, uatil at last the scoffiag Obatruc

tioniste, pointiog to the Houses of Parlia-
meni 1o ecorn, might weil exclaim . “'Taese
be thy gods, O Eoglaud ! Ejes bave they,
but they see not; ears bave they, but they
hear not, neither is there understanding
in their midst.”” Whether Mr, Parnell
fnvented Obstruction himself or was only
the apt pupil of Mr. Biggar, who bettered
the instruction of his master, is not quite
clear. Bat the policy was Jaid down by
him as far back as 1878, and since then
has been vesolutely adhered to, He saw
from the very fi'st tbhat Eogland was
most Valnerable in the Houee of Com-
mons, and that if he struck ber there, the
blow would te!l. It was to punish England
he adopted it ; and he predicted with con-
fidence that England would very soon get
afraid of “the policy of punishment.”
He foresaw also that this punishment
would lead to a policy of expulsion ; and
he probably wonders that the prediction
he made in 1878 has not been fulfilled
before 1867,

Stifl Coming Nearer.

From the Catholic Standard.

“There’s eome strange goings on,” says
the London Universe, “in Protestant
churches of the metropolis of England. In
three of those churches the custom of
praying for the dead has been fully estab-
lished. Lists of deceased persons are put
into the hands of the members of the
congregation, and the Jist is headed hy a
request for prayers in their behalf, * *
* One of the hymne sung has for ite
theme, ‘Rest eternal, grant to them.” To
the Dies Irae the words are added : ‘Grant
a Dlessed Requiem.’” Words also are
added in therr ‘““Communion Service’
implying that ‘‘the Sacrifice was received
in the memory of the dead,” and also a

rayer “for everlasting rest and perpetual
right."

HEALY IN GLASGOW.,

HE MAKES A THOROUGH HOME RULE IM-
PREBSION ON THE BCOTCHMEN,

Towards the close of December Mr,
Timothy M, Healy addressed a large gath.
ering of Scotchmen in the great city on
the Clyde, Sabjoined is a portion of bis
speech, He declared that afier another
eix months of government by nobodies,
the people would find that to turn out M,
Gladstone did not pay, and would find
turniog out -Lord Salisbury did pay.
As to the question of his lecture, “Home
Rale for lieland,” the speaker said that
old question bad beeu presented toE iglish
men and Scotchmen for many years, It
bad been tinkered and tampered with by
statesmen of every description, and they
apparently were as far off the legislative
settlement of it to day as they were be-
fore. (Cries of *No,”) Well, be was
roughly speaking. They were, in the
winds of the majority of the members of
tke House of Commons, at any 1ate, as
far from setting it as ever they were, The
Irish question had this disadvantage—the
Irish people were ruled by a democracy
which did not understand its position,
Five millions were rulea'l and governed
by 35,000 000 people, whose only moda of
informa'ion covcerning them was what
came from landlerd and hostile sources,
because at the bostom of this opposition
to home rale they would fiad simply
8 question of pocket, a question
of cash, of pelf, of lucre, and
that the people who were engaged in
spreading hostility to the Irish movement,
and in formulating falichood and lying
stories, were people who had a distinct
interest in keaping up the present system.
Every impartial correspondent of a news-
paper who went to Ireland—every travel-
ler who went to Ireland, and

EVERY ENGLISH GOVERNOR
who had shown talent in bis administra-
tion in Ireland, from Lord Spencer down
to General Buller, had become converts
to the home rule cause, There might be
exception, but one swallow does not
make a summer, Then, secondly, eighty
ver cent. of the represcntatives of the
Irish people by the only conetitutional
means open to them bad declared in favor
of bome rule for Ireland; and, thirdly,
he presented this fact to them that the
grateet statesman ‘whom this sge had pro-
duced, after having been engaged in at
tempts to keep slive the present system in
Ireland under one of the ablest and most
determined rulers whom mcdern Libera!.
ism had eent to Ireland, bad declared that
the time had come to ailow the lrich peo-
ple to manage theirowa affuirs. Fourthly,
he presented to them the fact that all
over the English-speaking world they
had self-governing colonies and islands
which had been centres of turbulence and
dicorder uatil, like ths mgician’s wand,
the power of popular vote was placed iu
their hands. ~ Ho took these four puints,
and he wished from thioking men an
answer to the questiop, “Whau is there in
the demand for home rule that should
lead you to refuseit I” Asto thecry of
some of the enemy that the Irish were
savages, murderers and eympathizsrs with
crime, he would ask what had been the
cause of the crime that had unfortunately
stained Ireland?  The fact that they had
balf & million of cultivators of the sil,
and 10,000 owners who took money from
the people, wh) fixed the rent at what
figure they liked, who spent the money
outside the country
WITHOUT A CARE OR THOUGHT
of the people from whom they arew it,
except tha: the momeut that they fell
shurt of it they were ordered to be
expelled from their Kouees. They had
armed thelaudlords with all the power of
the law, had placed an alien chusch, police
men by the thousands, and solaiers by
tens of thousands over the people; they
crushed out every manufacture aud indus-
try in the couutry, so that the country
was reduced to nothing but the work of
agriculture ; and when he stated these
facts could they wonder at crime, when
for more than one huudred years men
weredriven out of the country to America
Jike vermin, or hunted to Scotlaid and
Eogland to reduce the wages in these
countiies. He desired to state that he
was presenting matters to the audieuce in
the miidest form,  Then the magistrates
on the berch and the members of the
grand juries were of the landlord party.
When they had such a t5:iem of govern-
ment as existed in Ireland, the wonder
was, not that there was crime, the wonder
would be that there would be ro crime,
Bat it was said the Irish people were idle
and would not work, aud that when they
had a fair tribunal to fix tieir rents they
now adopted the Plan of Cawmpaign.
Whatever attempts they made to red ess
the grievances of the Irish people, the
landiord party ra‘sed the cry of the people
being dishonest, and that thei: being die-
honest was a reason for refusing home
rule, as heing outside the pale of civilizi-
tion. Those who eaw Irishmen in Eug-
land and Scotlend working in fouadries,
in the brickfields, the barvest fizids, or on
the railways would not call therm idle; end
those who saw the Irish at home, saw the
mountaioe cultivated on top four or five
thousand feet absve the level of the ses,
would not call them idle. Up till
THE LAND ACT oF 1881,

the peasant was liable to be evicted and
his improvements confiscated at the beck
of the landlord. By the Jand act the
people were not, however, even then pro-
tected from the exactions of the landlords,
and it gave them no “fair tribunal” for
fixing fair rents. Oat of the 600,000
holders of Jand in Ireland there had been
fair rents fixed in only 90,000 instances,
and there had been 80,000 agreements.
The 5000 leaseholders were not admitted
to the benefit of the act as to the renmts
fixed by the court, The court nullified
the act as to the tenants’ improvements
and the agreement cases were those of ten-
ants who counld not manage to pay a whole
year’s rent at one time, and bad to come
to sgree with their landlords as those

stopped on the bighway by robbers with a

blunderbuss over their heads had to agree,
As t) the plan of campaign, it was .aid
that it was invented for the purpee of
taking away the teuants’ money, who
would otherwise pay to the landlords,
That was lie number one, because what
the plan of campaign did was this, it
saved the landlord the troubleof collection
and the cost of the agent's fees, After
all the mouey was collected the lundlord
was quite free to take it, but he would
not take it. That was what they (the
peop'e) complained of, It was because he
refusca it they were obliged to invest the
mouey abroad, If the landlord would
take the woaey it was there for him at
any time, all they wanted from him wasa
clear reccipt,  But it was said
“YoU FIX THE RENT YOURSELP "
They did pot want to do anytinng of the
kiod, They were willing to leave it to
any honest tribunal, but not to the land
lord—they aid not thivk he was on honest |
tribuval.  John Bright oncs said, “Take |
away the improvements the Irish tenants
has made in the soil and it would be as
poor end naked as an American prairis,”
The Iri:h tenants were willivg to give the
Irish landlcrds a3 much as Jotn Bright
eaid they ought to bave, and when the
landlord claimed to fix rent on his pro
perty, they said, “It is not your property
—it is our property,” aud the tenants of
Ireland, with legislative sanction, declared
that these improvements were their own,
and that rent was not to be puton the
lsnd without their baving a say on it.
Let the writers in Unionist and landlord
papers and the authors of such phrases as
“organized embezzlement” be good
enough to recollect that the land act
makes the tenants practically the owners
of the soil. When the Irish leaders saw
their people being driven out of their
bomes without a refuge were they to
stand by for fear of incurring the criticisms
of the ignoramuses of England and Scot-
Iagd who wrote against them? Besides
the landlord there was another minority
against home rule—the Orangemen.
Lheir objection was a religious one, but,
a8 facts showed,
THEY HAD NOTHING TO FEAR

from their Catholic fellow countrymen. It
was only in Belfast courches were racked,
ard they were Catholic charches, 1f ever
they got Home Rule one of the fi st things
they would do was to emnesty and
release the Belfast Orange rioters,
alcbough, uafortunately, at the time they
would uot bave the jarisdiction to putin
the original authors of the riots, Lud
Randolph Churchill, Nearly every one of
the Liish leaders bad been Protestants, As
to the fear of separation, the speaker said
the ‘Irich people wanted no separation,
The Irish people bad helped to wake the
:Spire, and they wanted eome of the good

nge of it.  In conclusion, the speaker
referred to the assistance the S:otch conld
gi%e the Irish peopls in their struggle.
The ballot paper, & vote muked in Gis
gow aff:cted ths lives and fortunes of 1he
pessants in Connaught,  The cross they
made might be the salvation of the eatire
people. The democracy had now the
power of the aristocracy of old, The Irish
were & forgiving people. Hitherto
the world bal been agaiost them, They
had now a statesman pleading for them,
for conciliation and cousidera‘ion,
Unbecitatingly they had re:poaded on
their part to his demaad, and they asked
that in the future these two nations may
be reconciled and strife banished from
amongst them, and where in the past
there were only passion and bloodshed,
wrath and division, there may shine the
cun of prosperity and peace,

THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGN,

BPEECH (F MR. O'BRIEN,

At Fairymouunt, between Ros:ommon
and Mayo, on Sunday, Mr, O B:ien ad-
dressed a meeting of the tenautry of Lord
de F.eyne, Lord Diilon, end Mr, J. C.
Murphy. Ia the course of his speech he
said: [ do not shirk speaking of the plan
of campaiga, even after the preclamation
of His Most Serene Highness the German
bandsman (cheers and laughter) 'The
plan of campaign has now been over t vo
mouths in full workiog crder through the
country, It has been assailed by the Jand.
lords, and by the Governmernt who have
done their worst, and I ask you, has the

lan of campaign stood the tesi? (cries
“It has.”) '"There never was a moment
when [ tor one felt more confident than
1 do at this hour that the plan of crmpaign
has & power within it which will smash
every.rack renter; aye, and
SMASH EVERY GOVERNMENT THAT TRIES
a fall with it (cheers). When the liud.
lords talk about putting the tenants into
bankruptey I tell them here to day that
if they waut to make a Bankruptey Court
the battlefield we will meet them there
too. I warn these Irish rack reaters that
if once they enter iuto the Bankruptcy
Coutt they will never leave it cxcept as
paupers and bainkrupts themselves—
(cheers)—and that their estates will be
gold off in the public market for whatever
their tenants choose to bid for them
(cheers), It is because they are baffled
and because their spirit is brokea that the
Government bas come to the rescue and is
trying to wrestle with us itself, I wantto
know how the Government like the
wrestle up to the present. Have they
crushed the plaa of campaizn? (No).
The Government are suffering at the
present moment from & very dangerous
internal disorder. They have got what L
may call a rush of Lord Randolph Church-
ill to the head (laughter). I do notthink
they are long tor this world (!aughter).
The Chief Secretary made a speech at
Dublin Qastle the other day which sounded
for all the world
LIKE A LITANY FOR THE DYING

(loud lsughter). I would just like to ack
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach how or in what
fashion be thinks to cripple us and the
plan of campaign. Was it by the procla-
mation of the Sligo meeting! Was it by

the liitle bit of thievery down at Lough-
rea ? Or is it by sending policemen fool.
iog all over the country on outside cars

playing & game of hide-and seck after us}
Have they prevented us from eollecting
estate funds whenever wa wanted to do
it? Have they succeeded in preventing
us keepioga firm grip on the money when
we gotit? (Checrs). They are going to
bring us to trial some time in February,
and they are going to eend us to jail for
the Lord knows how long if they can fiad
an Irish juy who will szy that we have
done asmgle act or siid a single word
that was wrong or illegal, and when they
have found twelve sach men in all this
lani we will begin to consiler our pesition
(cheers and lauguter).  But between this
and next Feb uary we asenot going to be
idle, We are conspiring bere to day jast
as usual, Ve mean to go on eonspiring
in the same way (cheerr) We have not
the least notion of leay g the ten mtry of
Lceland defevecless until whatever time it
may suit the Goverumeunt to bring us to
trial (cheers)
———o
POETRY OF PURGATORY., [
T |
THE BEAUTIFUL COMMENTS OF THE GREAT
FRENCH WRITER, CHATEAUBKIAND,

Toat the doctrine of Purgatory opens
to the Christian poet a source of the mar-
velous, which was unkoown to antiquity,
will be reacily aimiued.

Nothing, psrbaps, is mora favorabla to
the ivsp'Pation of the muse than the mid.
dle state of expiation between the region
of blies and that of pain, suggesting the
idea of a confused mixture of happiness
and suffering, The gradation of the pun-
ishment iuflicted on those eouls that are
more or less brilliant, according to their
degree of proximity to an eternity of j wy f
or woe, affords au expressive subject for
poetic description, 1In this respect it eur-
passes the suljacts of heaven and bell,
because it possesses a future which they
do not,

The river Lethe was a graceful append-
age of ancient Elpsium; but it cannot be
said that the shades which came to life
again, on its banks, exhibited the same
poetical progress, in the way to happinees,
that we behold in the sou's in purgatory.
When thay left the abode of bliss to re-
appear amoug men, they jased from a
perfect to an imperfict state, They re-
vntered thering tur the fight. They were
born sgain to undergo aeecond death, In
short, they come forth to see what they
bad, already seen before, Whatever
can be mweasured by the hawan
mind i8  necessarily  circomseribed.
We  may admit,  indecd, that
there was something striking and true in
the circle by which the ancients symbol-
iz 'd eternity; but it seems to us that it
begeared ths imagination by confiaing it
always in a dreadful enclosure, The
straight line extanded ad w/fiaitum wonld,
perhaps, be more expressive; because it
would carcy our thoughts into a world of
undefined realitic®, and would b:ing
together three things which appear to
exclude each other—hope, nobility ard
eteroity, The apportionment of the
punishment of the sin isanother syurce of
invention which is found ia the purzator-
ial state, and is highly fuvorable to the
sentimental,

What ingenuity might be displayed in
determining the pains of a mother who
has been too indulgent, of & maiden who
has been too credulouns, of a youug man
who has become the vic im of a tooardent
tempe:ament ! If violent wiuds. raging
fires, and icy cold lend their influences
to the torments of hell, why not milder
suffeiings be derived from the rong of
the nightingale, from the frazrance of
fl .wers, from the murmuring of the
brook, or from ths moral affsc'ions
therueelves? Homer and Osirn tell ue
of the jy of grief. Poetry finds its ad-
vautage alzo in th- doctrine of pargatory,
which teaches us that the prayers
and the good works of the taithful may
obtain the deliverance of sou's from their
temporal pains  How adwirahle is the
interccurse between the living son and
deceased {ather, between the mother and
the daughier, between hunstand and
wife, between lifo and death! What
affecting cousiderations are suggested by
thir tenet of rehgion?

My virtue, insguificant being o8 I am,
hecomes the common property of Cnris-
tians; aud ae I participate in the gui't of
Adawm, s> also the good that 1| possess
passes to the account of others. Christian
pocts, the prayers of your Nisus will be
felt in their happy ¢ff.cts by eome Bury-
alus beyond the grave

The rich, whose chatity yov d seribe,
may well ehare their abusdancs with the
poor, for the pleasure which they take m
performing this 'mple aud gravefal act
will receive its reward from the A'migh-y
in the release of their parent« feam the
expiatory flimes  'What a benut:ful fra-
ture in our religion to imje! the heart of |
man hy the power of love and make him
feel that the very corn which givas hread
for the moment tc en wmoigent fellow. |
being entitles, perhaps, soma yeseved |
soul 10 an eterual porition at the table of |
the Lord, wl

SSUNION OF THE CHURCHES.”

Cleveland Universe

In there days in which dogmae are not
retained fiemly aud distivetly amony non-
Catholics, and indeed not even taught, we
do not wonder that they express ru
at the lines that divide toe diffsrent
denominations. Nor are we surprised to
find Protestants express a louging for
union among profesting Coristiaue  We
may add in rather trite Jangnage that this
union i3 a “long felt want” From the
duys of the “Coufession' of Augsbury,”
when Protestantism was ktill ia its intancy,
those who separated fiom the Catholic
Church fourd a scandalous luck of cote
sion among themselves,

Among thore who adhere to the E is
copal or Anglican denomination it may he
said that there are many who reaily desire
a more rubstantial union than that to
which the rationalistic iudiffevence of
which we have j1st spoken pon's. And

irse
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is eimply iusurmountable, Those who
desire this union forget that it conld not
be formed except by ignoring that whick
absolately is the only bonl of union
among Catholics themselves, the sq-
premacy of the See of DPeter. Take
away that cardinal principle of Catholie
unity aud the Catholic body would in-.
evitably be dismembered and split up into
a thousand diff rent parts, Thus we can
¢ce that sach a woion would mean disunion
utter disruption of the organization that
now embraces far the greater part of those
who profes Christiantry at all,a di integra-
tion ten fold worse than now exists of ajl
who claim t5 be followers of Carist,

Some poreons nos of the Church exprese
gratilization at every temblanes of co-
ope ony dillerent religious Organ-.
Ziions as evinecing a tolerant spirit of
union for a common cause, The trath iy
that this “sinking of denominational ditfer.

ences” really means not the growth of
charity and 792!

but an indifference as to
18 really tastamount
atitis absolutely of uo
old any Christian beliof

ever,
stholic

(e

A may flad some comfort is
this state of things among non Catholics
when he rfleots that this ind fTerepes
wmeans an abandonment of pertinacious

error, but the comfort is lessened to the
reflocting mind by the fact that the
abandonment of error is simply an item
in the great abandonment to doubt and
indifference of all important and accer
tained truth of revelation, Catholicity
does not reccive us many acces ions from
the ranks of indiflsrentists as from the

ranks of those who adhere to one or othap
of the nun Catholic b idies, And still this
very looseness and disintegration among

non-Catholic denominations serves with
the grace of God to awaken in those who
profess Christianity a cense of the perish-
able basis of every belief that does not
rest on the Rock of Peter,
T, F. ManAR, D, D,
A PROTESTANT'S REFLECTIONS ON
CATHOLIC WORSHIP,

Ave Maria,

The Germania, of Berlin, (qunted in &
recent ar.cle a siguificaut passage from a
new work by the historian Jean Scheer,
one of the biiterest mdversaries of the
Church in Germany. Notwithstanding
hia intense hatred of our holy religion, he
can not help recogniz ng the maguificence
and utility of its exterior worship.  The
following retlections were called forth by
a visit to the famoua swmetuary of Notre-
Dame des Ecmites, at Einsisdein, S#itzar.
land, They are 1he more remackable in
being the prodoction, as we have have
already stated, of an aati-Catholic pen :

“The mwicchievousspirit of criticism wae
beginning tu exert iteelf within me, when
[ stood before the Sainte Chapelle, and
contemp'ated the faithful kuoeeling
around me. But the incontestible fact
that hundreds of thousands, even millions
of people, overwhelined with wesriness
and sorrow, come to kueel in this privil-
edged chapel to confide thelr troubles to
the Mothsr of God, and go away comfor-
ted, coneoled, and perbaps even relieved
—18 not this a great, a veritable miracle ¢

“Are mnot these poor i epirit, from a
human and moral polut of view, far
superior to the half-civ lizad and entirelg
unedacated populace of our grest cities,,
to that popnlace which his now bat one
faith, that of the brutal dogmas of mater-
ialiem,—Mau is but an anima',—aud from
which it concludes that it esn and ought
to conduc: itse!f a3 an animal ?

“The materiafists have not the elightest
ides of what passesia thesoal of the peo.
ple. They do not conecern themseives
ebout it in th2 least, They be'ieve them-
selves to be eerving the cause of progress
by trying to banisn the 1dea of Gd from
the worla ; that is to say, by takmng from
humauity 1te illasie, Aad, yet, without
gods, without ideals, without illusions,
wan is but twoslegged eattls,

“Toe prophets of the fatal materialistie
teachings are bereft of all good wense,
throngh their pride and foolish hlindnees,
when thev 4o 1ot real 2y the fact that, at

the most favordhle ecomputation, not more
than oue twentisth parg of humanity have

any aptitude {0 rcrence ; whie, oo the
otber hand, vinety five huudredibe have
au apizuds for faith, and coms qiently

can not make agod of ssience  More-
over, what is aur proud ecrence ¢ S emall
e thicg that only fools can prite them.
selves upon it, O’ tae ficst causs, of the

idesa aud ohjoct of the world and the
existeacs of humanity, we know just as
much a: dil our ancestors thonsands of
years agn—that is to say, nothing at all,

“The coremonial of the Catholic wor.
shivisad will remain one of the most

heantital conceptione of which the buman

wrud s eapeble, Tt 1 marvelionely ar-
rarge?, accordirg to this idea, that one
mwnst ofl rsometning to the senaps ; for, as
every o e Enows, men is mind only in s
restneted measura

“Toe Roformers, why did not take this
priuciple into econsideration, committed
the groes error of deepuilng the divive

of its artistic attire,  The etrength
of Carholic worship i« to animate by sym
bolization each one of 116 ncte, Witha pro-
found knowledge of man and bie needs,
the Uhureh has pressed all the arte into

her servico,  lwpartial obeervers, capable
and #incere, admit that in  Catholic
churches one feels that one ia in tha pree.
ence of a durable power; while in Protea
tant placer of worship, on the contrary,
oue perceives that oue has to do with but
a pasking opivton,”
Vo - hoesmrmmicemstoin

When Lonis NI of Franes was 2 privee
he bad mauy evemie, Upen be coming
K'ng he mate a list 0f all his enenies ana
put opposite the name of each a big black
cross,  Axpann g« hix cnemies found thia

ont they ' 1.4, fearing trag they werato
be punished, The k'ng recal ed them,
aeenred them of his pardon and sud that
he Lal puv & erose heside cach name to
remind hin of the c-om of Chyiat, that bo

still the obstacle to this substautia' u ion

wighs follow he forgiveners of hie Master,




