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Some time ago, it will be remembered,
it was said lhn( Cardinal Gibbons, with
other Catholics, was about addressing
himsell to the government, against the
withdrawl of public and from the Indian
schools.

This deprecation was not supposed to
include Protestants schools, for the
very suflicient reason that the various
Protestant bodies had formally re- |
nounced their share in Federal grants
in aid of Indian schools under their car

What was the ground of this gener ll
renunciation 7 Of course it was all in
the name of carrying through more con-
sistently the separation of Chure and
state. This stereotyped [»IH.hl how-
ever, which has become a n: wional eant
of ours, means more or less, according
to the user.

There are those, and their number,
at all events their boldness, waxes, who
exclaim against any legislation in sup-
port of Christian morality. It is only
natural morality, they declare, which
eivil law onght to regard. By natural
morality they evidently mean merely
Buch.npru«h-ul balance of the instinetive
appetencies of the pure
as shall, by colleetive
the maximum of earthly enjoyment.
Not only do they rule out the instinet-
ive religious sense, which is e ssential
in developed man, but the moral sense,
which requires the subordination ol
mere desire to ideals of the good, the
beautiful and the true.

It has been said that Herbert Spen
cer's morality is a mitigated specimen
of this which some are endeavoring to
push among us. Some one describe
him as believing that the end of human
life will have been secured when every-
body is reasonably sure of a comlort-
able meal, of decent clothing, unadulter-
ated liguors, and a good hrand of cigars.,
However, being a man of unexception
able morals, he pleads for strict monog
amy.

I do not know hu\\ well this deseribes
Herbert Spencer's system, not having
read him much, but it well describes
the system of these self-proclaim ul
voeates of natural morality, except that
these are likely to protest against the
confinement of a man to one wile or in-
deed of a woman to one husband.,  Most
of them, I take it, will either plead tor
simultaneous polygamy or for successive
polygamy, in the form of unre stricted
divorce, or will plead oatright for the
abrogation of all marriage laws what-
ever. The elder Henry James contend
ed for this last, but maintained that he
lmlv \llll"lli it asa transition to a juster
order. These *natural moralists”
simply erave the vnmplv-'n slipping of
the bridle from uncontrolled appetite

Their wish also, as represented in :
Chicago professor, to let loose murde
upon the weak, is something we \\lll
consider herealter.

action, secure

Now this is not the ideal at the
bottom of American law. KEven those
who pass the loosest divoree laws com-
monly view these as an unhappy neces-
a concession to a sell-willed and
ndulgent public feeling, which will
not now accept any severer constraint,
but which it would be good to educate
up to a stricter standard of married
fidelity. The Tablet is right in saying
that at present general American feei-

S§=

sit
self

ing seems to be settling towards l¢

lation that shall decidedly curtail the
present license of our married prosti-

tutes.
The vast reform of the
lish marriaze laws alter 1

great -reason for hope.  About that
time foreign nations sometimes hesitated
welish marriages at all.  They
might hesitate over many ol ours now.

to own I

One leading religious paper, it 1

true, declares that it was all very we H

for Christ to nip rather severely rab
binical loosene ind to propose indis

soluble marriage as something at le

better than this, but that there is no

need for us Lo conce S
cularly with His ide now. In

enlightened age, it sig "
such excellent Chei \ i
for us, not for Him, to decide the b

wimal man |

reless Eng-

(0 gives us

because she admits republicans into her | we
Parliament. Nor is Ireland any less | failings
really a Catholic country because | us,

Catholicism has no advantage in law and |
is at a decided disadvantage in admin-
istration, True, Ireland’'s hands need
to be untied hy some form of loeal self-
government,

It is plain now that the dominant |
party in every state may, and must, if
it has any energy
deavor to carry through its ideals. It

only owes such deference to dissentient brethren, and we every day come across
| elements as may be dictated by pru example of it, i
dence, humanity, or belief in the edu- ing well
cating force of truth, counselling some- God and :
times a wise delay. ligious duties.
That Christianity is the law of the | as thing
land, in such a sense as that all legisla- | DOt perform their
tion is to be presumed favorable to its | they are driven to do so by something
unpleasant and hard to bear.
from John Marshall down, set forth by | & man is taken il
the Supreme Courtof the United States, priest and makes his ¢
When Daniel Webster disputed the ceives the S
validity of Stephen Girard’s will, which | ¢Ver, as he ge
bable

|:xin-I||r 5, has been again and again,

shuts out clergymen from his college,

holding this to be an insult to Chris- | Ways-

tianity, the Court did not dispute the
soundness of his prineiple, but only

way open for Christian laymen to teach

could not well be pronounced hostile to fined to ‘4'“"" whose

Christianity. Otherwise we  should
have to say that Quakers and Plymouth

Brethren are enemies of Christianity, | 0 slavery and subjection to
which no one supposes. Many
y also the Court, to the intense ex- themse

asperation of certain leading nglish
haters of Christ, has declared pol;
incapable of being legalized, as Fis
utterly at variance with the morality of
a Christian people. These 1.’,!1\!)
malignants say that they are not de-
fending polygamy, t that the nin
judges ought to be wamed of them-
selves for founding their condemnation
of it on Christianity. Unhappily for

jo- | heav
off,

to do so.

them, the judges do not seem at all
ashamed of speaking and deciding
Christian men, They have no lunat
fear that, indoing so, they are contra-

dicting any rational interpretation of
the separation of Church and State.

The Court also, in deciding that the & domina

1

law against brir o in contract laborers

do not apply to calling
from abroad, peculiarly explic
owns expre that the terms of the
law cover the se of clergymen, but,
with contemptuous sarcas pronounces
it monstrous to suppose that Congress
whatever it may have inadvertently
said, can have meant to interfere with
the natural right of Christian c¢hurches
and clergymen to eall and be called.

As the voice of the Supreme Court is
of vital significance in our land, we
will next week consider one or two

more of its decisions, and thereupon | °

draw some conclusions,
Cuarnes C. STARBUCK.
Andover, Mass.
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THE EMERALD ISLE.

Atar on the ocean a green lsie is lying.

Iuv receives at each sunrise Aurora's first
amile.

And it ansawers her greeting with bright’ st
of welecomes—

That atar of the ocean—the Kmerald I:le.

st wongs of 15in in every heart echo,
weary hours of pain to baguile ;
KFor the sweetest of songsters wasnursed ab the
bosom
| Of the fondest of mothera—the Emerald Isle.

Asyouglide down thestreams, or rove through
the greea valley,

'Midat bright scenes of beauty for many a
mile,

Noble churches. and shrines of more humbla
devotion

Mark tha Isle of the saints—the [air Emerald
Isle.

I'nough we're pining in exile, far, far from thy
meadows,

Away from the shores that we wigh for the
while,

Our sweetest of pleasures is rambling In
mem'ry

Through the loved haunts of yore in the Kmer
ald Is

O Krin! the home of the brave and the faith
ful!

I'ne love of our hearts no new charm can be
guile §

Thoukh cn m\r h we are parted, we'll all meet
n heaven

Throueh the Faith we have brought from the
Lmerald Isle

A 8SaAN Jose
QRN SSEN————

Facts About Intolerance.
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turned a Catholie me

e majority returns or has re
In- r.  Many con-

stituencies in which Catholies are in

the majority have |-~l11';u-1l, and some
still return Protestants. Y the Cath
ic Irish are branded throughout the

have offended them with our
and yet expect them to forgive
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and satisfactory ; but

all feel the force.
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Praying with such a spirit we
fidently expect our prayer t )
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