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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

may have Mb individual vocation and 
on his correspondence with it depend 
bis own happiness, his own success 
in life, and his own salvation alter 
death, as a body the combination of 
all those individuals, in one 
phalanx, has a great general voca­
tion, on the performance of the dut­
ies of which depend the progress of 
society, the propagation of the faith 
the triumphs of the Church and the 
glory of God upon earth. It is 
this vocation that Rev. Dr. 
refers, and,

LAY ADMINISTRATOR. — The 
-Catholic Times," of Liverpool, 
says:—

The Pope has reorganized the ad­
ministration of the Peter Pence Fund, 
placing it under a lay director of 
known financial ability, who has had 
experience in the Bank of Italy.

OUR YOUNG MEN.—At the twen­
ty-ninth annual convention of the 
Catholic Young Men's National 
Union, held in Boston, two weeks 
ago, Rev. P. J. Supple, D.D., 
Cambridge, delivered a most timely 
and powerful sermon. We have only 
been* privileged to see some extracts 
from that masterly address to Gath 
olic young men, but these extracts 
suffice to give us an Idea of the mag­
nificent scope of the whole address 
The subject was the vocation 
Catholic young men, and how to 
attain it. Not any particular, or in­
dividual vocation, such as that 
the priesthood, or of married life, or 
of a certain profession; but the grand 
general vocation of a people as re­
presented in the young men of the 
country. And, above all, the great 
vocation of a Catholic people through 
Catholic young men of this rising 
generation. The text of the sermon 
explains its purport: "But you arc 
a chosen generation, a kingly priest­
hood, a holy nation, a purchased 
people; that you may declare his vir­
tues who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light 

He explained that never in the his­
tory of the world was a greater 
cause committed to the hands of 
men, than that which the Church 
commits to the hands of the young 
men of1-to-day. The cause of God 
and that of man are bound up 
one. The vocation then of the young 
Catholic is to advance the cause of 
God, that of faith, that of the 
Church; to safeguard it in others 
and to communicate its sacred fires 
to all who arc cold, or in need of 
them. We take, then, the following 
extracts which we ask our young 
men, and especially those amongst 
them who are members of Catholic 
societies, to ponder over and to put 
into practice. Rev. Dr. Supple says:

"If in every community in the 
United States the young men would 
gather round the Church, join her 
societies, catch enthusiasm from the 
power of numbers and present to this 
American world a solid front of 
earnest, active, eager Catholics, thor­
oughly imbued with the necessity of 
making public profession of their 
'aith and living up to its principles. 
«Very community in the land would 
,M| the influence, and the public im­
agination would be so impressed that 
«nous minds would take up the 
etudy oi a religion that in these 
flays oi indifference can so mould 
«ad influence young men. Once men 
“ag"! to study Catholicity with a 
"«ptive mind, the victory is won."

Th>s is not to be limited to the 
nited States. These words Apply 

a a very special manner to Canada, 
our own province, to our own 

'T. for that matter. We have all 
atPerlenced the great benefits that 
ave come from our various organiz­
es Of Catholic young men. In 

^ our Patidhes we have Catholic 
Men 8 Societies, and the only 

r oi criticism we have is that 
£ mmbership is far too sm.i, ,n
«to L ?’ could> » extended 
“ to include all the young men oi
^ Parish the result wou 

our Catholic young n 
"•1 would present . .

representative of

imitation. And no truer words were 
ever spoken or written than those in 
the last quoted sentence: "Once men 
begin to study Catholicity with a 
receptive mind, the victory is won.” 
Once the stage of imitation is reach­
ed that of conversion is at hand.

In the next paragraph the learned 
preacher says:—

"There is great work to be done 
and room enough for all in the do­
ing. The saving of the faith of 
tameless and abandoned children, the 
securing of a religious education and 
Christian training for every Catholic 
child, the support of the Catholic 
press, upon which falls the great 
duty of rebutt-ing false charges and 
putting before the great public the 
legitimate claims of Catholicity, the 
sympathy and support due to Cath­
olic interests in other parts of the 
world, the purification of public and 
private life—all these works are at 
hand; the interests of your faith are 
included in every one of them; the 
work of your apostolate extends to 
all."

Happily chosen words. The effects 
of that great general Catholic voca­
tion is to be felt in all these works. 
The apostolate of rising generations 
is found illustrated in these various 
and practical ways. One there is 
mentioned that cannot be too strong­
ly insisted upon—the duty of sup­
porting "the Catholic press upon 
which falls the great duty of rebut­
ting false charges and putting before 
the public the legitimate claims of 
Catholicity." This broad, long, deep 
field of Catholic journalism is one in 
which there is unending labor to be 
performed. The Journalist must 
clear the ground, fell the trees, root 
up the stumps, prepare the soli—and 
all this without any expectation of 
immediate results or profits. Ho must 
then plough that soil. The Church 
furnishes, after selecting, the seed; 
but he must sow it, and harrow it 

and water and cultivate the field. 
And in God’s good time, when the 
crop sprouts, and grows, and ripens, 
he needs help, ho wants the aid of 
willing hands to harvest it. Then 
does the work of the Catholic young 
men come in. They assist to cut 
that grain, to bind it, to place it in 
stooks, to load it on the wains, to 
carry it to the great barns, the 
granariès of the Church, whence it is 
distributed as food to the millions 

the faithful hungering for instruct­
ion and truth.

And thus does the preacher close:— 
"When you are thoroughly con­

vinced of your high vocation to the 
lay apostolate, when you place its 
interests above all others, when 
your own hearts are on fire for the 
work of that apostolate and you 
communicate the sacred spark in 
others in ever-increasing numbers, 
when you speak with a voice whose 
volume and authority impress the 
whole community, when by your or­
ganized action you make the great 
moral principles of Catholicity felt 
in the private life of individuals and 
in the public life of the community— 
when you do all these things you are 
living up to your high vocation, you 
are in fact, as in name, ‘a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation of purchased people,’ 
purchased by the blood of Christ 
and irrevocably devoted to His di­
vine Interests in this world."

What a beautiful application of a 
beautiful text.

It is, then, after the young men, 
banded together in strong bonds of 

such association, take upon themselves the 
it of those duties so admir- 

out, that they are liv- 
wlth their higji voca-

.......■HH!

to
Supple

in so doing, he points 
out how much depends for the future 
of the Church, amidst the thousand 
conflicting sects of error, upon the 
united action of the young men am­
ongst her faithful. Let the perusal 
of these sage remarks act as a stim­
ulus for all our young Catholics 
bringing them, as a body, into the

ponsible for having the nuns em­
ployed, and advocated the change to 
keep up the standard of the schools. ' 

Here is a sample of the extreme 
I prejudice that prevails in regard to 

solid j the Catholic Churcji and her teach­
ers. It is not, with the advocates of 
the anti-Catholic system, so much 
a matter of capability on the part 
of the teacher as it is one of the par­
ticular tenets of that teacher’s faith. 
In fine, here as elsewhere, in Amer­
ica, in England, in Australia, in New 
Zealand, in every land nntlrr tin< buTT*^ 
it has become an admitte</principle 
that the future depends uphn the 
rising generation, and the fk>wer 
that possesses the heart and the 
mind of the young must necessarily 
be the power,to wield the destines of 
the years to come. Tims it is that

, , I school-room has become in real-
service of the Church and the friend- | ity the battle-field for
ship of Christ.

EDUCATION.—In all sections of 
the civilized world to-day the educa­
tional question appears to be occu­
pying the most prominent place 
the attention of the people. In !■ 
land it has become one of the great 
political issues whereon the fates of 
parties of governments, depends 
the United States it has long since 
nvetted the attention of legislators 
and is the fruitful source of untold 
controversies; here in Canada it has 
always been in the foreground, and 
never more than since the famous 
difficulty over the Manitoba schools 
created a political revolution in the 
land. Not only is it being studied 
all its j,hases by the representatives 
of public thought in. each particular 
land, but even the people of one 
country go abroad to study the cdu 
cational systems amongst the peo­
ples of other lands.

But in all this deep interest in edu­
cation there is an ever-present under­
current of struggle between. two 
great systems—that which has for 
parent the Catholic Church and that 
which has for perpetual object the 
effacing of all that fs Catholic. This 
latter we find exemplified in what 
generally known as the Publi, 
School system, in contradistinction 
to the Separate School, or the Do- 
nominational School, as the Catholic 
system is variously called in differ­
ent lands. The other day we saw an 
account of a semi-representative of 
the Public School system coming to 
America from England to study up 
the methods in public schools oil thi 
side of the Atlantic, with a view to 
putting into practice in the old 
country aught that might be found 
to suit their purpose in this coun­
try. Jt is thus that this agent’s ad 
vent is heralded:—

"Alfred Mosely, the investigator of 
social and economic questions, arriv 
ed to-day on the American line 
steamship Philadelphia. He comes 
here as the advance guard of a com­
mittee of prominent Englishmen who 
are to look into the school question 
in this country. They will personal­
ly visit schools and universities and 
examine into every detail of their 
conduct and system. Especially will 
they look into the public school sys-

contcnding 
forces, that in other spheres have 
long wrestled for supremacy. And in 
all this mighty struggle the Catholic 
Church has never once deviated for a 
moment from her course, has n- 
consented lo any compromise, has 
never abandoned one iota of her fun­
damental principles. And it is this 
stability that tell for her in the end, 
that will eventually carry the day. 
For, no matter what wealth may be 
poured into the coffers of any oilier 
system, no matter what zeal and en­
ergies are displayed in its cous-, by 
virtue of the unstable character of 
its foundations it Is destined to in­
evitably fail.

If, therefore, behooves Catholics, in 
every sphere of life, to exert them­
selves in the grand cause of Catho­
lic education, to be neither stingy 
nor backward, but to put forth their 
every endeavor that the cause of 
'Truth, oi Catholic Education, may 
prove the salvation of the 
generation.

rising

Protestant writers one would be forc­
ed to the conclusion that the Church 
placed implicit faith in all manner of 
relics; good, bad, and indifferent, and 
held them up for the veneration (and 
as the very perverse say, the adora­
tion) of the faithful. The truth is 
that the Church is Infinitely more 
strict, more exact, more searching in 
regard to relics than is any institu­
tion, or organization, or individual 
on earth in matters that concern 
mere profane history. It is only win-, 
she possesses positive proof of the 
authenticity of a relic that she de­
clares it to be such; when she hu« 
any misgivings, or uncertainty in 
that regard, shd makes it Lc clenriy 
understood that such is the case. And 
whenever she finds’ a reasonable 
ground for concluding that a relic is 
not genuine, no power, no influence 
in the world could induce her to do 
otherwise than to declare it spuri­
ous. If you go into, the British Mu­
seum you will find scores of relics, 
of former kings, warriors, etc., that 
arc not, and cannot be, perfectly au­
thenticated, yet the very people who 
will declare their positive disbelief 
Catholic relics, wi\l take these othe 
for granted and venerate them 
accordance. If our Protestant friends 
would only apply to the matter of 
Catholic relics the same rules as they 
do to profane mementoes they would 
learn to judge less rashly.

AUTHENTICITY OF RELICS.— A 
couple oi weeks ago wo gave our 
readers a futl account of the impos- 
ng ceremonials and of the resolu­

tions adapted at the fiftieth annual 
Catholic Congress held at Cologne. 
Amongst those who figured conspicu­
ously on that occasion was Cardinal 
Ferrari. It .was also mentioned, in­
cidentally that Cologne enjoys the 
privilege of possessing one of the, 
great cathedrals of Europe and some 
of the most precious relics on the 
continent, amongst others some that 
were associated with the Three Kings 
of Cologne—who were none other 
than the Magi, or Wise Men, who 
had travelled over the desert to 
Bethlehem to adore the new-born 
Christ. It would seem that Cardinal 
Ferrari, very naturally, desired to 
carry home with himf some relics of 
the Three Kings and obtained cer­
tain precious objects that he tre 
ures most highly. The non-Catholic 
press of England, through its corres­
pondents, and notably the London 
'Daily Chronicle," found in this 

subject for ridicule and fun. That 
organ says that the Cardinal's ac­
tion "recalls the credulity of the 
Middle Ages." In referring to this 
subject the Liverpool " Catholic 
Times" has a very sensible comment, 
which runs thus:—

Now while Mr. Mosely is taking a 
special interest in the public school 
question in America, if e\'er he should 
happen to come upon these few lines, 
we would ask him to note down the 
following example:— At Arlington, 
Ill., trouble exists because four Sis­
ters of the Order of St. Benedict 
have been employed, after passing due 
examinations, as teachers in the pub­
lic school of that place. The case is 
thus set forth by a Catholic contem­
porary:—

"Patrons of strong anti-Catholfc

Doubtless there were plenty of 
credulous people in those days, as 
there are in ours. But that argu­
ment is not valid against all relics 
ndiscriminately, nor even against 

any single relic. The authenticity 
and genuineness of such venerated 
memorials must be settled on grave 
historical testimony, which may or 
may not be forthcoming. And if it 
is nqt forthcoming, or is of compar­
atively late date, then tradition, the 
fact of an ascription of. name and or­
igin must weigh for its worth. Not

should

tendencies are agitating against nuns | everything has actual historical ree- 
as teachers in the public schools and 
threaten to resort to legal means.
As it is alleged that Sisters devote 
their earnings to the work of their 
Order it is claimed the payment of 
money taken in the matter of salar­
ies will amount to an appropriation 
of public funds to the Order. One of 
the chief objections to the employ­
ment of nuns is their alleged secta^- 
rian influence on the school. Super­
intendent Bayliss has decided that 
anyone who possesses the necessary 
educational qualifications and is of 
good moral character is entitled to a 
certificate to teach. The case was 
carried to the county superintendent, 
who decided that he had no author-

ords in proof of it for the student to 
handle and sift. Some things must 
1)0 their own testimony, as, say, 
Xenophon'a story of the retreat of 
the Ten Tnousand Greeks. You can't 
find records for everything that hap­
pened or existed on earth. The critics 
historical method ds sometimes as sil­
ly as the traditional method is su­
perstitious and credulous, and that 
no contemporary dodhments prove 
the genuineness of the relics of the 
Three Kings neither militates against 
Cardinal Ferrari'a right to believe 
nor sustains the correspondent’s 
right to deny."

is scarcely a subject upon

GERMAN SECTS,—Of Inin Ger­
many and the progmss that is being 
made therein by the Catholic Church, 
the great German Catholic conven­
tion that has just met. for the fif­
tieth time, and the mark changes 
that have recently taken place was 
fur as concerns the attitude of the 
German Government, and even of the 
Emperor, towards Catholicity have 
formed the subject matter of many 
columns in this paper. Germany was 
the cradle of Protestantism. It wn 
from the walls of Worms that the 
thunder blast of the great revoir was 
blown and that Luther inaugurated 
the so-called Reformation. As a r< 
suit of that mighty movement, which 
swept like a fresh tidal-wave over 
the country and out over all Hu 
rope, wo find that, as soon ns tli 
initial, rush was over, the wave ex 
hausted its spasmodic strength and 
become shattered into unnumbered 
fragments. In Germany there 
constant contention for the union 
of State and Church, and for reli­
gious union between the multiplying 
elements of Protestantism. Germany 
seems to speak with contempt of the 
American divisions of Christianity 
and does so in a tone that would al­
most make it seem that she had 
harmony in every part of the land. 
But in no country in the world an­
thère os many divisions and sub-divi­
sions of what is called Christianity 
as in Germany. And properly so. 
For being ,the cradle of Protestant­
ism it is only natural that it should' 
also be the first land tc gather the 
evil-fruits of that system. The si 
tistical reports, the official ‘Statistik 
des Deutschen Reiches," give us a 
wonderful story of the terrible havoc 
that the fundamental principle of 
Protestantism has played with Chris­
tianity in that land. Here is an 
extract from the 150th number of 
that otfKial report:—

called religions only by a stretch of 
charily, such as Atheism and Materi­
alism, and these should properly be 
excluded. But even so, the dimen­
sions of the list are sufficiently for­
midable, and Germans themselves are 
surprised to know that their coun­
try harbors so many different kinds 
of religious belief."

It may bo surprising to the Ger­
mans that they have so many reli­
gious sects, but it is gradually dawn­
ing upon them that such is the case. 
Thu same may also be said of Pro­
testant ism the world over. That 
grunt and muny-hoadvd system does 
not appear to grasp the enormity of 
its own internal weakness. 
On nil other subjects, and 

all other domains, the edu­
cated Protestant admits the principle 
that disunion is the forerunner of 
decay and ruin; hut as far ns his reli­
gious ' organization is concerned, he 
does not see that, the- principle ap­
plies; or else he wilfuÜy refuses to 
see; or else he is blinded to the facts 
through luck of the grace of faith. 
But whether lie sees it or not, that 
worm is «-ating -away the founda­
tions. and inevitab.y the fabric must 
fall.

St. Patrick’s 
T. A. & B. Society

The

winter, wei 
this season 
»g.

gular weekly euchre 
by the above Society last 
wt-re once more opened for 

last Tuesday even-

These weekly euchres which are free 
open to gentlemen only, ami are well 
attended by young and old. The so­
ciety offers special prizes to the part­
ies winning highest number of games.

1 hroughout Inst season a series oi 
ten or twelve euchres were held, at 
each euchre some 50 to 00 gentle- 
men took part. In addition to who 
special prizes given every Tuesday 
evening, aggregate prizes were also 
awarded for the most ganus won 
during the series.

Tne society intends to carry 
the same plan for this season 
the executive hope that these euchres 
wiV be more popular than even last 
year. The next euchre will be held 
on Tuesday evening, and the veteran 
temperance organization of St. Pat­
rick's parish extends n hearty invit­
ation to all to attend.

PLANTING THE CROSS

jty to prevent the employment of the | which we find niiore illogical state- 
nuns as teacher!. Mrs. Anna Norris ments advanced against Catholic 
Kendall, ah active leader in educa-p practices than 
tional movements, says she is ......

The returns of the recent census 
show that in Germany no fewer than 
222 different kinds of religion arc 
to be found. They are arranged in 
five large groups, namely Protestant 
Christians, adherents of other con­
fessions, Jews, adherents of other 
non-Christians creeds and members 
of no religious communion. In the 
first group there are no fewer than 
forty-nine different sects. In the 
group of Christians that do not be­
long to the two great communions of 
Protestantism and Roman Catholi­
cism there are 107 creeds represent­
ed. There arc eight kinds of Bap­
tists and Apostolic Christians, twen 
ty-nine sects that were * imported 
from England, nine kinds of Method­
ists and Quakes, seven kinds of 
Free Religionists and twenty-five 
'other' kinds of Christians, making 
a total of 185 different Christian con­
fessions in the Fatherland. Then 
there are the Jews; and, in addition 
to these, fourteen other groups of 
believers in non-Christian creeds, in­
cluding Mohammedans, Buddhists, 
Brahmans, Tiré Worshippers, Sun 
Worshippers, 
kinds pf

|Tho parish of Saint Viatcur, at 
lOutmnont, was the scene of a very 
interesting ceremony last Sunday af­
ternoon. This is a new parish, nafr'' 
t is destined soon to have a Church 

of its own. A huge cross, intended 
to mark the site of the future Church 

planted and blessed on Sunday 
pternoon. At four o'clock the Bene­
diction of the Blessed Sacrament 
took place in the chapel of the Insti­
tute, under the Clercs do Saint Vio- 
teur, after which the ceremony of the 
blessing of the cross took place. 
Mgr. Z. Racicot, Vicar-General, pre­
sided, assisted by Rev. Father Chav- 
lebois, C.S.V., assistant Provincial, 
and Rev. Father Leveille, C.3.V., 
vicar, ns deacon and sub-deacon re­
spectively. The sermon of the occa­
sion was delivered by Rev. Father 
Ducharme, Superior-Provincial of the 
Order. A large gathering of the 1 
clergy from different parts of the 
city was noticed; all the pupils at­
tending the different institutions un­
der the Order; and a numerous con- ' 
course of citizens. The site of the 
future Ôhurch is superb. It is yet t 
open field, but the time is rapidly 
approaching when houses will 
built 011 around the spot, and 
spire of the new Church *111 cast j 
shadow upon the nucleus of i 
parish. This fall the work of . 
struction will be coi 
wonderful how the c 
Montreal seems to b<
giant arms around t 

'
own.


