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Oftawa, Jan. 28,

GROWING INTERESTING, — The
political atmosphere is becoming
more and more heavy with imporyc-
ant events, Although the session is
still five or six weeks distant, there
is “a gathering of the clans’ that
indicates great preparations. Wour
correspondent hae. repeatedly dwelt
upon the probability of a very long
pession, and the. closer that event
comes to us, the more clearly does
it appear that these forecasts were
well founded. As far as the various
departments are concerned, it is cer-
tain that they are pushing forward
their work, preparatory to a me:2t-
ing of Parliament, with all possible
haste. In fact, almost all of thwun
are now ready.

P

A GLANCE AT THE HOUSE OF
COMMONS will show that the com-
ing events cast their shadows before
—at least their clouds of dust. In
the Chamber, itself, there is sweep-
ing and dusting in every corner; the
geats of the members are covered
with a good inch of grey dust swept
down from the galleries; the Speak-
er’'s chair is removed * for repairs’’
which means new upholstering and a
general var nishing. In the corridors
the matting is being put down. In
the immense vestibule, or main en-
trance, all is one chaotic mass of
plaster, chips of marble, and such
like. They are preparing the found-
ation for a magnificent new mosaic
pavement. When completed, in a
few weeks, it will be one of the most
peautiful and artistic floors on the
continent of America.

apart
times,"’

LITTLE STRAWS. — But,
from these ‘‘signs of the
there are other and more significant
as well as more important move-
ments on foot. The meeting of the
Premiers of the various provinces,
with their requests based upon the
conclusions of their Quebec confer-
ence of some weekc ago, is a matter
of no small moment. It is not pos-
gible, as yet, to give a detailed
statement of the demands of the Lo-
cal Governments, much less of the
promises made by the Federal au-
thorities; but we can safely conclude
that the local Premiers are asking
for increased subsidies for their re-
spective provinces. An apparently
well-founded rumor has it that they
will ask for something in the vicin-
ity of four million dollars addition-
al per annum, This is a subject for
/discussion when the House
and one that will demand consider-
able attention.

Then there is the matter of the
Alaskan boundary. It is now quite
evident that, as far as Canadian in-
‘terests were concerned, the entire
matter was in the hands of the Pre-
mmier. And he has stated, for pub-

meets,

'~ Jication, that the whole matter, in
Call

its details, will go before the
commission. It is needless, in this
‘correspondence, to dwell upon the
wyarious comments, Canadian, Brit-
jsh, and American, upon the ap-
this commission to
itake into consideration the entire
treaty. The daily press is full of
‘the matter, and it does not affect
the Capital any more than every
other soction of the Dominion. Con-
uq’lcntly I need say no more, at
Jeast for the present on the issue.

pg rumor afioat here to the ef-
that when the Parliament meets

'there is every reason to
the new minister will rule

of Mines. This de-
~have Its source mn the

Ryan, of 'l'urouto. Goﬂey of  Lon-
don; Cassidy, of Toronto; Coulon, of
Thorold; and G. P. Magann, of To-
ronto, As far as your correspond-
ent could glean, and he has had con-
siderable opportunity of learning the
workings of affaire in this  connec-
tion, there is a good deal of diffi-
culty in regard to’ the selection. Of
course, we must not lose sight of
the fact that a Liberal Government
is in power, and that it will, very
naturally, in the case of such an ap-
pointment look to the political an-
tecedants of the candidates. The ad-
herence to the Mowat Government
seemed to be more the expression of
a sentiment of gratitude for favors
conferred upon the Catholic ele-
ment, than any fixed political prin-
ciple. Hence, it is that a = Liberal
Government, at Ottawa, finds it no
easy matter to Select from that pro-
vince an Irish Catholic, in every
sense qualified and acceptable, and
with a complete record of adhesion
to that party. In presence of these
facts, we might safely conclude that
Mr. Peter Ryan would be the most
likely person to be selected as suc-
cessor to the late Senator O’Dona-
hue. But Mr. Ryan holds the office
of Registrar, under the Ontario Gov-
ernment, If your correspondent,
were asked to wager upon the re-
sult, he would find it difficult to do
so0; but he would be safe in saying
that the race appears to be between
Cofiey and Magann. Both have
been independent; the former has a
the latter has wealth
and prestige in the commercial
world. Were Mr. Ryan in the field
there would be no question as to the
result, but as matters how stand,
unless there De a ‘“‘black horse”
somewhere in training, it would not
to form an opinion.

newspaper,

be easy

A REMINISCENCE.—A few days
ago one of the old-timers was re-
minding a few friends of one of Sir
John Macdonald’s remarkable pro-
phesics. He said you all remember
the cartoons that were published
years ago when the North-
was first opened up for settle-
ment. John had gone over to
England and there had, what has
his historical interview

many
West
Sir

now become,

with Disraeli. He told the British
Premier that in a few years the Am-
ericans would come in droves to
take’up lands in the North-West,

and the statement struck Disraeli
very forcibly. The Opposition papers
of that day made the most of get-
ting fun out of the circumstances,
and Sir John’s humbugging Disraeli
was rehearsed in every form. The
wits had a great time of it. Now,
however, that the Americans are
coming in by tens of thousands, peo-
convinced that ‘‘Old To-
morrow’’ as he was affectionately
called, was right as usual, But said
the man who was telling the story,
“I am not so sure that the old chief
was not a little afraid that too
many United Staters were not a de-
sirable addition as regards the poli-
tic future of Canada.”
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A Snggestion Fiom Freemantle

At St. Patrick’s Church, Freeman-
tle, recently, seventy-six children at-
tending the Catholic schools made
their First rCommunion.

After Mass  a breakfast
was given them at the con-
vent by the Sisters of St.
Joseph,
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Among the countless  Americans
who visit Europe, there are compar-
atively few who think 'of extending
their tour to the delightful regions
of North Africa. And yet it is but
a short trip from Marseilles or Nice
by the boats of the Transatlantic
Company; you close your eyes in
your stateroom, tranguilly’ gliding
along the ‘‘tideless summer sea,’’
and open them next morning to a.
vision of an unknown land, so dif-
ferent in all its aspects from any-
thing you have seen before, that you
rub them and ask yourself; is this a
dream? Am I sleeping or waking.
You land amid a motley crowd of
gigantic negro porters, tall stately
Arabs, with turbaned heads, Turks,
Jews, Moors, and a large sprinkling
of French soldiers. Bona is the land-
ing place for the boats, and it pre-
gents a most attractive appearance
A broad street opens before you
with colonnades on either side, un-
der which are stores and cafes; over-
head tall palms spread their glori-
ous foliage which shields you from
the sun without veiling the deep
azure of the sky?

Mingled with the pleasure of ox-

plormg this beautiful land, comes
t,he painful memory of the days
when the Cross went down before
the Crescent; and the faith which

had flourished like a garden of roses
was trampled, crushed under the
hoofs of Moslem conquerors!

“Tn her streets, in her halls, desola-
tion hath spoken,
And while it is day yet, her sun
hath gone down.'’

jone down in a night of utter
darkness, ‘‘pierced by no star.”
Think of seven hundred bishops who
held sway in the African Church !
Think of the desert solitaries! Think
of the learned doctors, whose writ-
ings are still bulwarks of the faith!
Think of the virgins, the martyrs,
and while thinking, let us tremble at
the inscrutable judgments of the Al-
mighty!

Bona was founded in the fifth cen-
tury, after the destruction of Hippo
by Genseric, king of the Vandals.
The great St. Augustine died dur-
ing the siege of the ¢city, over which
he had held spiritual rule as priest
and bishop for thirty-five years. The
site of the buildings formed by the

convent and the home are quite
close to the church, and command a
magnificent view. A wide plain
stretches away to the sea, a plain

brilliant with the gorgeous colors of

tropical vegetation, beyond, in the
dim distance, rises a cloud like 8
range of mountains. On returning

road ard

you can take a different
pass the orphan asylum, from which
it fakes its name: ‘“Monte 1’Orpheli-
vat;’’ it is planted all the way with
shade treeg; caroubs, acacia, olives,
and the lovely tamarisk with ils
graceful feathery foliage. In the city
of Bona is the French cathedral, si
tuated, as are all French churches
in Paris, at the end of a boulevard
Here, however, besides the shrubs
and flowers, we must admire the
palm trees which are an unfailing
delight to strangers.

From Bona to Tunis you go by
train through a . lovely country,
plantations of olives border the
road for miles, and the vines cling
to every coin of vantage. The bar-
bary fig with its bristly lcaves
grows here in such abundance that
its tangled masses form  woods,
which remind you of Indian jungles
Here and there a family of wander-
ing Arabs make a little clearing 8nd
pitch their tents, making charming
pictures, as you get short glimpses
of them passing.

Souk Ahras, (the ancient Tagnrte)
is on the way to Tumis. Here Saint
Monica lived with®her  husband,
Patricius; here St. Augustine was
born: and after his education  was

nine years. Of the old town noth-
ing remains; & new one has sprung

see with pleasure the pretty c¢horch

|in the eetm'o orthe_town- wherev

| a people is here; grouped around the

finished he returned here and spent

up on its ruins. The Cathoiic will

'minwoourtyihtlounu’m in

the centre and steps leading to the
apartments above. The home life of

fountain or sitting on, the stairs
they lounge and gossip. When the
sun goes down the roof is the gen-
eral resort; no man is allowed there.

| If it is necessary at any.time that

one should go to make repairs, he
is obliged to shout, ‘“Man on i1ke
roof,”” and at once every femal dis-
appears.

The dress of the women is Veryg
pretty and graceful; long flowing
garments falling from the shoulder
to the feet, with sashes of brilliant
‘hues confining them at the waist;
the head gear is most elaborate and
the veil is always worn, only in the
house it is allowed to fall in folds
down the back. Bracelets, chains,
and ornaments of every de-

gems

scription glitten in barbaric splen-
dor on those poor prisoners. They
are not happy, however, they seem

to feel their inferiority to Christian
women, and hate the bondage in
which they are kept. They have no
religion, no intellectuality; they are
only women, and to dye their finger
tips with henna, to tattoo their
hands and arms and master all the
details of personal appearance is
all that is expected of them.

The Jewesses have much more free-
dom of action than either Turkish
or Arab women, but they are even
less attractive on account of their
corpulence.

There is no difficulty about get-
ting introductions to native houses
(for ladies) and the evenings on the
roof are delightful, the views en-
chanting. One can see from a roof
in Tunis the group of buildings
érowning Cape Carthage, of which |
the cathedral of St. Louis is the cen- i
tre.

As there is nothing especially at-~
tractive on the way from Tunis to
Carthage it is just as well to go by
train. We pass the summer palace
of Cardinal Lavigerie, and soon
reach the spot where Carthage once
stood. A white marble cross stands
on the site of the amphitheatre, in
memory of St. Perpetua and to re-
mind the passers-by that the bloud
of martyrs once irrigated that soil
A little further on ragged shepherd
tend flocks of miserable look-

boys
ing sheep and goats, which glean
but scanty herbage among the
stones. ;

The ruin of Carthage is an ‘‘oft
told tale;”” ‘‘Carthage vivificanda

est,” is the motto to-day. We raise
our eyes above the ruins and on the
heights behold the noble buildings
erected by the Apostle of Africa
The cathedral stands on the Iali,
where once stood the citadel and
temple of AEsculapius; it is dedicat-
ed to St. Louis.

In 1270 the holy King, with an
army of Crusaders, on their way to
Palestine, all burning with zeal and
the thirst of pious adventure,
thought it would be a meritorious
act, and a lasting service to {the sol-
diers of the Cross, to root out and
destroy the nest of pirates of which
Tunis was the headquarters, and
which constantly poured forth ilts
venomous swarms, decimating, snd
in every way hanassing the Chris-
tian armies. But tt pleased the
Most High to withhold success from
His faithful servant. Disease Lrcke
out among the troops; many feil
victims to its ravages. The King
went among the sufferers, consnling,
exhorting, soothing, until"he tov,
was forced eo succumb.

Feeling that his end approached,
he called his son and gave him
many wise counsels; then, having
with great fervor received lhe Holy
Viaticum and Extreme Unction,
without a murmur, rendered np his
heroic soul. Looking back through
the centuries, the sweet memory of
St. Louis and his gallant followers
is a link between the glory of the
early Church and the missions of to-

day. They came and went like Leo- |

nids flashing through the darknoss,

but, more powerful than those mate- |

| rial bodies, leaving a trail of light
that will never fade!—E. ](e.\ulm‘e,
ln nu Rosary w. AL i

No name in Irish history
occupies a warmer corner in'
the hearts of the people
than that of Gerald Griffin,
His life so pure and simple,
his manner so retiring, his
genius so elevating, his pa-
triotism so sincere, all tend
to make him a popular idol.
His writings have been the
theme of the most brilliant
orations, and many are the
older amongst our fellow-
citizens who remember the
beautiful  periods of D’Arcy
McGee when dealing with
the life and times of the
great Irish poet and novel-
ist. Some of the recent sta-
tistics published by the li-
brarians of the larger cities
inform us that there is now
a revival in the demand for
the works of Sir Walter
Scott. If the novelist poet
of Scotland evokes enthusi-
asm amongst his fellow-
countrymen the world over,
why should not the works of
Griffin be again brought to
the front, by the children of
those whose fathers’ ways
he portrayed with such fidel-
ity? There is a movement
on foot to-day for the teach-
ing of the old language of
the Gael, and another for
the promotion of the study
of Trish history in our
schools, what better supple-
ment could there be than the
study of Griffin where the
actors in that history and
the last of that line to
speak the old language, are
made to give in a life pic-
ture of the days and the do-
ings that should never be for-
gotten. He whowould realize
Ireland a century ago must
read Griffin. But beyond the
historical wealth that is to
be found in the books of
that great and gifted writer
there is the panoramic view
of the customs and habits of
the people, as well as of the
scencs in which the plots are
laid. We have been reqguest-
ed by one of our most giff-
ed priests, a subscriber out-
side of our prdovince, to do
our share towards bringing
about the much deserved re-
vival, and it is our intention
to present to the readers of
the “True Witness' Griffin’s
great work the ‘‘Collegi-
ans.”” We commend it more
specially to our young pa-
trons who are in danger of
never realizing all that is
peautiful, heroic and thrill-
ing in the glorious days
when a people suffered every
persecution and endowed
every wrong for the love of
faith and fatherland.
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The Little Orphans
And Their Care.

How few of our Catholic people
give a thought to the countless lit-
tle children who are dependent on
public bounty. The other day Mr.

it under con
speak eloguently of the evil iy
of such placing out,

““The younger the child the mor,
desirable is the placing out, and the
work done by the societies who take
infants in charge, such as the
Foundling Asylum, Joint Committen
of the 'State Charities Aid Associn.
tion, the Associatlun for Improvip,
the Condition of the Poor, the Gunlz
of the Infant Saviour and others of
the kind, present the most encour.
aging and consoling aspect of the
worj

“My experience has ied me to po.
lieve that it is unwise to send boys
regardless of their wishes, to m;
country. A boy who has had 4
taste of city life will in most cases
try to return, and it is better to
place him in the city than to force
him to go to the country. Regard-
ing girls, it always seems to me
that it is better to place them where
they are within easy reach of the
visitors, unless they are very young
or the home be an exceptionally
good one. No homes in the countr;:
for girls of 12 to 14 years, should
be consideged. The drudgery is sure
to fall upon them in most cases, and
c¢he dangers are even greater than
in the city. The boarding out idea
is, to my mind, the least attractive
of all methods of dealing with chil-
'dren. The great objections to this
system, which makes it require more
care than any other, are:

“First—The difficulty ef finding
people willing to take the children
for a higher motive than mere mo-
ney making.

effectg

“Second—The disadvantages the
children are placed at in the
schools.

““Third—The temptation to make
drudges out of them.

“For several years past we have

been obliged to go to Albany to op-
pose a bill granting to mothers the
per capita allowance given to insti-
tutions. It was considered immo-
ral, dangerous and impracticable. I
agree with the verdict, but a
less boarding out system would cre-
ate a sentiment which would force
the passage of just such a bill.

‘“There is considerable agitation
over the child labor question. The
street gnmihs, the factory child and
others are the subjects of great at-
tention, and deservedly so. Laws
are to be introduced for the purpose
of supervising the conditions or the
poor children of the city. It scems
to me that we might also remember
the waifs of the description I have
just mentioned, and add to the laws
a clause forbidding the placing of
children under the age of 12 or 14,
unless with a very near relative,
this law to have no bearing on chil-
dren piaced out for adoption or ine
denture. In this way we would
reach those who wilfully abuse chil-
dren given in their charge.

St. Patrick’s
Cadets
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The newly-organized St. Patrick’s
Cadets will make their first public
appearance in the Monument Na-
tional; on St. Lawrence street, on
Monday, February 9th, when the
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Preliminary steps in ﬂ
of the new Fducation Act
taken, and at the present
all over the country the |
jes who will have to cart
intentions of the Legislat
cupied with the"details o
tion. In many places, as
pool and Manchester,
dave been appointed to r
the provisions of the Ac
urungemcnts necessary
them out. The changes ¢
the measure are revolulti
it is needless to say that
of the members of counci
called upon to put th
{orce feel somewhat bewil
old order disappears; the
Boards pass away; the
gystem is transformed; a
.achools and denomination:
are, 50 to speak, fused ir
tional scheme of edulcatic
will be needed to make su
alterations and to lay d
lines of success in the wi
the new Act. Both know
gkill are requisite and ab
scems to us, a spirit of
To ensure such harmony t
all bodies entitled to 1
tion on -the education c
must be fairly met. There
ever, a danger lest this r
prove to be the case. Th
with whom the appointme
have been elected on issu
than educational and inte
eign to the purposes of th
to some extent determine
of members of the educa

of

mittees. This or that sect
electorate may happen to
dominant power in the cc
may claim undue represen

the committees, to the ex
others who should have ap
voice in directing educatio
gress. In Liverpool the

community was not treats
when names were adopted
City Council for a special
tee to report upon the Ac
ty-ive members of the
not more than five or six
olics, and Alderman Purc
properly declared that if -
pot a larger Catholic reprs
on the education committe
was sclected it would not
confidence of the Catholics
pool, who number a thirHi
population,

The importance of saf
the rights of the Catholic
in connection with the
committee raises a grave
for the Catholic body. As
ops pointed out in their p
the House of Lords, the
have hitherto been able t
their views known throug]
elected representatives,
School Board elections the
tive vote provided for the
ation of minorities, and i
district of England and
which there are any cot
number of Catholics they
exerted their strength at |
s to have ensured the prot
their own interests. Natuy
Catholic vote for the Sche
elections, and some of the
table victories achieved du
‘contests have been due to
forts and their legitimate’
}Are the Catholic clergy in 1
0 have a distinct part in
‘which closely concern educa
educational interests of
are now very largely undér
trol of the members of the
committees electedbyﬁa
‘Or co-opted. The desire

‘the cause of education

satisfaction to
and classes of the |
‘Hope, govern the
Committees, and



