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interesting as are the descrip-

_ various special monuments

ﬁiiqulw. we cannot pre-

ume upon our space to the extent

of giving them in these columns. But

what we @b select must give our

readers a fair idea of the wealth of

{nteresting matter that the whole

contribution contains. Father Mc-
Polin writes thus :—

“Few countries in the world pos-
sess 80 many relics and memorials of
by-gone days as Ireland. These an-
cient monuments are living witnesses
to the civilization, the enlighten-
ment, and, most of all, to the reli-
gious faith, zeal, and fervor of our
ancestors at a time when most coun-
tries in Burope were still sunk in the
depths of barbarism and ignorance:
They testify beyond the possibility
of doubt or controversy to the pro-
ficiency attained by ancient Irgland
and her people in architecture, sculp-
ture, building, carving, illuminating,
and various other branches of Chris-
tian art and sciences,’ centuries be-
fore the coming of the Norman in-
vaders—

“Ere Norman foot had dared pollute
her indepéendent shore.’’

Amongst the numerous evidences
still existing and clearly establishing
this state of things in Ireland up-
wards of a thousand years ago, [
have selected, as the subject of this
sketch, two well-known classes of an-
cient. monuments—true historic land-
marks—namely, the Round Towers
and Irish Crosses, which ‘are still
found in many parts of Ireland.

Much uncertainty, and not a little
controversy, prevailed for a long
time amongst antiquarians regarding
the origin and uses of Irish Round
Towers, until the researches of the
late Dr. Petrie practically = set _thc
question at rest vy the publication
of his work on this subject ,n the
year 1845. This work contaihed the
results and conclusions of about
thirty years’ careful and patient re-
search, and gained the prize offered
by the Royal Irish Academy for the
best essay on the much controverted
subject of the Round Towers of Ire-
land. Petrie's labors.  have estab-
lished, by the most convincing proofs
that the Irish Round Towers were of
Christian origin; that they were
mainly, though not exclusively, used
for ecclesiastical purposes; and that
they were constructed by - Christian
architects and builders between the
fifth and tenth centuries, whilst some
few of them date from the twelfth
century.

That the Irish Round Towers are
of Christian and not of pagan origin
is clearly established on the follow-
ing grounds :—

1. The Irish were totally ignorant
of the mode of constructing an arch,
or of building with lime cement
(mortar) in pre-Christian times, and
in no building of pre-Christian times
are either arches or lime cement
found, whilst both these features are
found in the round towers.

2. No building in Ireland assigned
to Pagan times possesses the form
or. features usually found in the
round towers, or indications that
the builders possessed the necessary
ekill for the erection of such edifices.

8. The round towers . are in all
cases found in conmection with an-
cient ecclesiastical foundations,
whilst their architectural styles ‘ex-
hibit features and peculiarities of the
same kind as the original churches
with which they are locally connect-
ed, wherever these churches or any
portion of them exist.

4, On many of these towers Chris-
tian emblems are observable, and

lay, in- their details,

connection  with

an age anterior to the

tury, with one single ex-

: the square belfry attached

urch on Inis-Cliothran, an is-

i in Louch Ree, County Roscom-

mon, and which seems,to be of an
lier date. ’

That the Round Towers had a sec-
‘ondary use as ecclesiastical keeps,
®anctuaries, and watch-towers, must
be inferred from peculiarities univer-
sally found in their construction, and
particularly in their small doorways
placed at 80 great a height from the
ground. This mode of securing safety
is a common one in ancient castles,
and the most angient military tow-
ers ~ subsequent to Roman times,
found in Great Britain, are invaria-
bly of this round and lofty charac-
ter, having their ' doorways - small
and considerably elevated from the
ground. Such were the English cas-
tles of Launcetown, Conisborough,
and Brunless, the last-named of
which bears a striking resemblance,
in its ariginal outlines and features,
to several Irish round towers. 'This
secondary use, as strongholds against
predatory attacks, may be inferred
also from the fact that many of the
remaining doorways exhibit abund-
ant evidence of their having been
provided with double doors, and this
fact  convinced a gentleman whom
Petrie describes as one of the most
scientific architects ever born in
Ireland, Mr. William Morrison, that
this was one of the purposes for
which they were designed, and he
recorded his conviction, ‘‘that the
means resorted to for the purpose of
preventing forcible entry, namely, by
means of double doors, fully estab-
lishes their design for places of safe-
ty and defence.”

The Round Towers were likewise,
on account of their close connection
with the churches, used as sanctuar-
ies, or places of safety, which on no
account could be violated. Any one
taking refuge in them could claim
immunity and security against seiz-
ure even at the hands of the mon-
arch himself. This is clear from a
Passage in a poem addressed to
Aedh Oirdnighe, Monarch of Ireland
from 799 to 819, on his inaugura-
tion, by the celebrated poet Fot-
hadh, wusually called Fothadh na
Canoine, or of the Canon, and who
obtained from that monarch the ex-
emption of the clergy from military
service. The passage, as found in
Irish in the ‘‘Book of Leinster,”
reads as follows :—

‘“He who commits a theft,

It will be grievous to thee,

If he obtains his protection

In the house of a king or of a
bell.’’

Another question in connection
with the Round towers of much in-
terest, and presenting not a little
difficulty, is the period or epoch of
their erection. There is good ground
for believing that some round towers
existed and were used as belfries as
early as St. Patrick’s time in the
fifth century; that they were pretty
common in the sixth and seventh cen-
turies, and that the greater number
of them were erected or re-erected
and repaired during the ninth and
tenth centuries, whilst some few of
them were built in the. twelfth cen-
tury. It is generally believed that
St. Patrick himself distributed bells
which must have been far too large
to be used as hand-bells, and which
must, therefore, have been placed in
belfries. In a tract of the Breton
Laws, called Seaucnus beag, treating
of the duties and rewards of the
seven Canonical Orders, those of the
“‘aistreoir’’ or ‘‘aistire” are thus
spoken of-—noble his work when = it
is the bell of a“‘‘cloictheach’ (Round
Tower)—humble or low his work
When it is that of a hand-bell.”’ The
office of ‘‘aistire’’ was identical with
that of the order of office of ‘'Ostia-
rius’’~——from which Latin word it 'is
obviously formed, and one . of the
principal duties of the ‘‘aistire’’ was
to ring the bell in the ‘‘cloictheach,’’
or Round Tower. Now, if it can be
shown that the office of “‘aistire’” ex-
isted in the Irish Church, under St.
Patrick, in the fifth century, it may

correctly inferred that bell-towers
were then in existence, as otherwise
this duty could not have been per-
formed. It is certain, however, that
the office of “‘aistire’’ existed in St.
Patrick’s time, and the very name of
the person. who held this office Is
preserved. Thus, in the ‘‘Tripartile
Life of St. Patrick,” written in the
sixth century, we find in the list of
Various persons who composed the
hold  of St. Patrick at Armagh

e ' of ‘“‘Sanctus Benéllus de

y

tradition does not exist in co
tion ‘with any towers but those
‘Which the architecture is in perf
‘harmiony with the chiurches of that
‘period; as in the towers of Kilmae~

duagh, Killala, .and Antrim; and the

age assigned to the first buildings af

Kilmacduagh (620) is exactly the|
time in’ which he fourished. On the |
other hand, the erection of the old-|
est buildings in certain districts .in

the BSouth and West of Ireland is
never ascribed to him, the tradition
of those districts being that he never
visited, or worked in, places south-
west of Galway and Tipperary. The
Gobban Saer was, therefore, no im-
aginary creation, and from a passage
found in the Books of Iocan and.
Ballymote, of very ancient date, it
appears that he was the son of a
skilful = artisan in wood and stone,
who was either a foreigner or of for-
eign extraction, and that the famous
builder himself was born at a place
called Turvy on the north coast of
County Dublin. A clear proof of the
existence of at least one round tow-
er, in the sixth century, is found in
St. Adamnan’s life of St. Columba,
where it is related that an angel
saved the life of a brother who fell
from the ‘‘round top of a monas-
tery’’ (monasterii culmine rotunda),
where he was working. Now this
must have been a round tower, as
the usual height of monasteries and
abbey churches at that time was
about twelve feet, and wunless the
height was far greater and such as
that of round towers, no room for a
miraculous preservation could be con-
ceived. Again, several passages ‘in
the lives of St. Columba, by both St.
Cumian and 8t. Adamnan, allude in
such a manner to the use of bells in
summoning the brethren to religious
worship as would fully justify the
inference that belfries, that is, round
towers, existed in the time of St.
Columba.

But the great number of round
towers were erected in the ninth and
tenth centuries, as their ornamentai
architecture indicates. The ravages
of the Danes rendered the re-erection
and restoration of these towers ne-~
cessary in the tenth century. Thus
from an ancient fragment, supposed
to be part of MacLiag’s Life of King
Brian Boru, it appears that that
powerful monarch erected, or
stored for the clergy,
thirty-two Round 'rs, amongsti
which was the Round Tower of Tom-
graney, County Clare, in the year
964, which no longer exists, whilst
many of the original towers must
have stood in need of repair and re-
storation by reason of storms and
similar causes. Some towers werce
erected as late as the twelfth , cen-
tury, as their architectural charac-
teristics demonstrate. Of these the
great Round Tower of Clonmacnoisc
-—s0 remarkable for the beauty of its
masonry— is probably of that pe-
riod, and this tower was used as a
belfry so late as the year 1552, when
Clonmacnoise was plundered by the
English garrison of Athlone, as rec-
orded in the ‘‘Annals of the Four
Masters,”” where the erection of the
round tower of Annadown, County
Galway, in 1238, is also recorded. T
quote here the late Mr. D. F. McCar-
thy’s well-known lines :—

‘“The pillar towers of Ireland, how
wondrously they stand,

By the lakes and rushing rivers
through the valleys of our land;

In mystic file through the isle, they
lift their heads sublime,

These gray old pillar towers, those
conquerors of time!

Here was placed the holy chalice that
held the sacred wine

And the gold cross from the altar
and the relics from the shrine,

And the mitre shinine brighter with
its diamonds than the east,

And the crozier of the pontiffi and
the vestments of the priest!

Where blazed the. sacred fire, rung
out the vesper bell,

Where the fugitive found shelter be-
came the hermit’s cell,

And hope hung out its symbol to the
innocent and good,

For the cross o’er the moss of the
pointed summit stood,

There may it stand for ever whilst
this symbol doth impart

To the mind one glorious vision or
one proud throb to the heart.

While the breast needeth rest may
these grey old temples last,

Bright prophets of the future, as
preachers of the past!”

There are altogether about one
hundred and twenty round towers in
Ireland, some of which are in a good
state of preservation, whilst a large
number of them are in a very imper-
fect condition. I can @ notice only
very few of them in this sketch, and
such as possess a special interest,

| namely, the towers at Antrim, Mon-

-asterboice, Swords, Devenish, Innis-
cattery, Ardmore, Ratoo, and Clon-

“attended the Duke of

Xork's levee, Mr. Hawksley is Mr.

thodes” solicitor, and a confident of
; berlain.’’

Uk CURBSTONE DOSERYER

ON TORTURES-

>
¥

The poet. who wrote of ‘‘man’s in-
humanity to man’’ deserves an un-

| ending place in the temple of immor-

tality. I have observed, on my
rounds, so many instances of the bar-
baric spirit that still lives, even
amongst so-called Christians, that 1
have frequently felt an inclination to
despair of my kind. Without at all
referring to the countless petty tor-
tures inflicted by some of our species
upon those dependent on them, and
much more feeble than they, I can-
not but wonder at the existence to-
day of public tortures that the world
has long since regarded as the evi-
den of the basest savagery. When
the French general beheld the charge
of the Light Brigade, at Balaklava,
he cried out, “‘it is magnificent, but
it is not warfare.”” Great civilized
nations make war, to-day, in a man-
ner that brings the blush of shame to
of their most loyal sub-
Take England, as an example;
decidedly ¢ must have been ambi-
tious to parade as a section of the
Church Militant, when she advanced
upon the heathens with a Bible in
one hand and a sword in the other,
when she drove the opium at the
point of the bayonet down the
throats of the Chinese, forty odd
years ago. If all we hear concerning
the situation in China to-day be
true, our boasted civilization has
little to be proud of, in the land of
the Celestials.

But I set out to speak about ‘‘tor-
tures.”” 1 had long believed that the
sufferings of certain criminals and
political sinners, in various
tries of Europe were mere imaginar)
ord . I knew that the Russian
Nihili who paid a forced vi
Siberia, had not What we would call
a picnic. But I did not know that
such a nation as Italy conserved, un-
%o this day, tho abominable, inhu-
man and unchristian modes of pun-
ishment which force humanity to re-
coil in disgust from the ve recital
of their details. The pain of capital
Punishment has been abolished ; but
imprisonment with unheard of tor-
tures, has been diabolically substi-
tuted for the more merciful form of
death. Take for example the case of
the Anarchist Br who murdered
King Humbert. For t?n years he will
be closed up in a cell of a few feet
square, where he can scarcely stand
erect. ‘He will not even 2 his
guards, for they will pass his small
amount of food in through a wicket,
and will never ask a question of him
nor answer any that he might ask

If he should protest his lot will be

much severe: he will be chained hand
and foot and left to be eaten by the
vermin that infest all the old build-
ings of southern Italy. Horrible as
his crime was, the mere thought of
the tortures awaiting him would
make one shudder

He will be imprisoned under the
old castle of Frederick II. That pri-
son is over five hundred years in ex-
istence. It contains hundreds of cells,
each furnished with the most hor-
rible instruments of torture. Here is
an account of the central hall of that
infernal chateau; I translate it from
the French :

There is an iron bed upon Wwhich
the prisoner is extended while a
heavy iron roller is passed over his
body; the roller is covered with
sharp teeth that tear the flesh in all
directions. Further on is a rack for
the purpose of stretching the prison-
er's body and limbs. There is the
iron cage in which he is locked up,
the moment madness comes on. There
is an iron mask containing a sharp
instrument that penetrates the tongue
and keeps the prisoner from crying
out when in extreme sufferings. The
implements for breaking the fingers,
and the chains specially arranged Lo
suspend him by arms and legs are
portions of the frightful collection.
There are screws to suspend him by
the thumbs, and a collar and chain
to keep him for whole days and
nights upon his feet. Finally comes
an iron cage into which his body is
placed after his death.

In summer time the greatest crimi-
nals ‘are sent to work, stark naked,
in deep pits, or ditches, Few of them
escape the terrible death that awaits
them from the bites of live vipers
that infest the bottoms of these
pits, = Passanante,  the murderer,
thanks to a pardon from King Hum-
bert, escaped the viper torture. If
Bressi has the misfortune to  live
longer than suits his slow execution-
ers,
the vipers. The viper that makes a

these torturcs after several years of
imprisonment, 1  Have . recorded
enough to show that there is a hell-
ish sentiment latent in the human
breast, and that the Bengal tiger is
an angel of humanity compared to
certain members of the great human
race. It seems to me that it would
be more ('hr"istian to put a stop to
such infamous practices than to be
squandering lives and means  in
fighting Boxers in the far Fast, Cap-
ital punishment would be a boon for
many thousands in Italy; moreover,
it would be just—leave the punish-
ment to God, and then we will no
longer have to complain of ‘“‘man’s
inhumanity to man.”’
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NEW...

LINENS !

Just re ing an extensive ship-
ment of -Fancy Linen Goods, includ-
ing all the latest novelties in Doyl-
ies, Tray Cloths, 5 O’Clock
Cloths, Sideboara
Waggon Scarfs.

Scarfs, Dinner

GOODS ALL SOUND LINEN.
VALUES AS TS » THE BEST.

ROT ) DAMASK DOYLI Tied
Fringe with Drawn Work, 6, 9 and
12 inches diameter, 10c, 12145¢ and
15c¢ each.

AMASK' DOYLIF
ringe with Drawn Work,
12 inch sizes, 10c,
each.

'ITCHED and DAMASK DOY-
5—6, 9 and 12 inch sizes, 10c,
and 15¢ each.

HEMSTITCHED
All Hand Work

$2, $2.50, $3,

OGILVY'S,

St. Catherine and Mountain sts.

New
Publications.

FOR SALE BY

17 8. Broadway,

BECKER, REV. WM., 8.J.-—Christian
Education, or the Duties of Par-
ents. Rendered from the German in-
to English by a Priest of the Dio-
cese of Cleveland, 12mo. 424 nages,
Cloth, $1:25 net.

BELLORD, RT. REV. JAMES, D.D.
—Titular Bishop of Melevis, Vicar
Apostolic ot Giuraltar. Owtlines qf
Meditations. Extracted from tie
Meditations of Dr. John Michael
Kroust, S.J 18 mo. 1€ and 180
pages. Cloth— .40 net.

B
KUEMMEL KONRAD.—In the Turk-
ish Camp and Other Stories. From
the German by Mary Richards
Gray. 18mo. 136 pages. - Cloth, spe-
cial cover design.— .50.

HAMON, E, 8J., BEYOND THE
GRAVE.— From the French. By
Anna T. Sadlier. With the ‘‘Impri-
matur’ of the Rt. Rev. John Jos-
eph Kain, Archbishop of 8t. Louis.
12mo. (810 pages)! Fine cloth, wilt
title on cover and back, net $1.
‘“. . . This book is a treasure of
spiritual truths—the most consol-
ing ones. A few moments given tr
the reading of the work wWoule
lighten our crosses econsiderably.’
(The Carmelite Review, Niagars
Falls. Ont., 1898, No. 6.)

——

'WALTER KENNEDY,
...Dexitist...

No. 758 PALACE STREE,

Twe Deers West of Beaver
Hall BN,

m

Society Durectory.
b Aot i i 7 T

ST. PATRICK'S SOCIETY.—FEstabe
lished March 6th, 1856, incorporate
ed 1863, revised 1864, Meets im
8t. Patrick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexan~
der street, first Monday of the

month. Committee meets last Weds

nesday. Officers: Rev, Director,
Rev. J. Quinlivan, P.P, President,
Wm. E. Doran; 1st Vice, P, O,
Shannon; 2nd Vice, T. J. O’Neill 3
Treasurer, John O'Leary; (
pPonding-Secretary, F. J. Curran,
B.C.L.; Recording-Secretary, L
Cross, residence 55 Cathcart street,

—_—

LADIES’ AUXILIARY to the Ag-
cient Order of Hibernians, Divisiom
No. 1.— Meets in St. Patrick’s
Hall, 92 St. Alexander Street, om
the first Sunday, at 4 p.m., and
third Thursday, at 8 p.m., of eachl
month. President Sarah Allen; Vice-
President, Statia Mack; Financial
Secretary, Mary McMahan; treasur
er, Mary O’Brien; Recording Secre<
tary, Lizzie Howlatt, 383 Welling«
ton street.—Application ferms can
be had from members, or at the
hall before meetings.

A.OH. — DIVISION NO. —DMeets
in lower vestry of St. Gal 1 New
(%}mrvh corner Centre and Laprairie
stregts, on the 2nd and 4th Friday
of each month, at 8 President,
John Cavanagh, St. Catherine
street; dical. Adviser, Dr. Hj,
Lennon, & Centre street; Record-
ing Secretary, Thomas Donohue,
312 Hibernian street,—to whom
all communications should be ad-

Financial Se-
Colfer, T
€ St. Patrick’ :
Cavanagh, D. S. McCarthy
‘avanagh.

A. O. H., DIVISION NO.

on the first and third Wednesday of
each month, at No. 1868 Notre
Dame street, near McGill. Officers 7
Ald. D. Gallery, president; T. Mo«
Carthy, vice-president; BE. J. Devlin,
recording-secretary, 1635 Ontaria
street; John Hughes, financial-se<
cretary; L. Brophy, treasurer : M,
Fennel, chairman of Standing Com~
mittee; marshal, M. Stafford.

A.0.H.—DIVISION NO. 9.—Presi-
dent, Wm. J. Clarke, 208 St. Ane
toine  street: Rec.-Secretary, Jno.
F. Hogan, 86 St. George street, (to
whom all communications should
be addressed) in.-Secretary, M,
J. Doyle, 12 unt St. Mary Ave.;
Treasurer, A. J. Hanley, 796 Pal«
ace street; Chairman of Standing
Committee, R. Diamond ;: Sentinel,
M. Clarke; Marshal, J. Tivnan. Di-
vision meets on the second and
fourth Wednesday of every month,
in the York Chambers, 2444a St,
Catherine street, at 8 p.m.

S—

ST. ANN'S YOUNG MEN'S SOCIETY
organized 1885.—Meets in its hall,
157 Ottawa street, on the firs§
Sunday of each month, st 2.80 p.
m.Spiritual Adviser,Rev. E. Strubbe
C.8S.R.; President, D. J. O'Neill;
Secretary, J. Murray; Delegates
to St. Patrick’s League: J. Whitty,
D. J. O’Neill and M. Casey.

ST. PATRICK'S T. A. & B. SOCIETW
Meets on the second Sunday ef
every month in St. Patrick’s Hall,
92 St. Alexander street, immediate~
ly after Vespers. Committee of Man~
agement meets in same hall the first

Tuesday of every month, at 8 p.my *

Rev. 8. C. Hallissey, Rev. Presis
dent; James J. Costiran, 1st Vice-
President; W. P. Doyle. Secretary,
220 St. Martin street.

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH 26,
—({Organized, 13th November;
1883.)—Branch 26 meets at B8t,
Patrick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexandem
Street, on every Monday of each
month. The regular meetings for
the transaction of business are held
on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of
each month, at 8 p.m. Applicants
for membership or any one desirous
of information regarding the Sranch
may communicate with the follow:
ing = officers :—Jas. J. Costigans
President; P. J. McDonagh, Record=
ing Secretary; Robt. Warren,
ancial Secretary; Jas. H. Maiden,
Treasurer. 3

YOUNG IRISHMEN'S L. & B. ' AS-
SOCIATION, organized April
Incorporated, Dec. 1875.—
monthly meeting held in

.19 Dupre street, ﬂ‘rl; |
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