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HE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

DON'T LET THE CRUST FORM.

In the tillage of the
work

FOUNDED 1%

~ HORSES.

FOALING TIME.

one hears of early floals,
thorough horsemen, satisr;u-mr‘\
results being obtained, but the rank and file

land a vast amount of
is done to poor advantage for want of a
clear idea of the objects or cultivation. It is
well to regard the soil as a natural laboratory,
where many complex changes are going on which

Occasionally

and, p
the hands of

of
result in the liberation of plant food. These i} ce breeding mares prefer to have the foals
changes are chemical and bacterial in their nature, . ..o (he latter end of seeding, or after the rush
and they take place only in the presence of heat, .

1s over. In a country where seasons-~are
and the spring rush so marked, and where the
mares are of necessity worked, it would appear ag
if the May foal would be most acceptable.

. . . 80 short
air and moisture. The supply of heat depends

chiefly on nature’s bounty, but the great objects

of cultivation are to supply the other two favor-

I'hig
able conditions, viz., air and moisture, and also point will need to bhe considered by farmers when
to combat weeds. The control of weeds. how- returning mares this season, as

some catch the
ninth day after foaling, and thus gain three weekg
on the previous year

Almost invariably

ever, should be brought about as an incidental ef-
fect of cultivation. Seldom need it be the
primary object on a well-managed farm.

To provide air and moisture in the soil, the
great essential is to preserve, under all
conditions, a loose mulch of surface soil.
acts as a blanket to protect moisture below from
the evaporating influences of sun, and air
above. Investigations by the Department of
Physics of the Onturio Agricultural College show

better results are obtaine(
from working the mares right up to foaling
time.  The udder is thus kept from becoming
possible  hard and inflamed, and thus mares are lesg likely
This to be irritable with the foal, and the foals are
rarely constipated. The writer has taken mares

out of the harrows to foal, and the ofispring were
invariably strong and lively. Many people are
buzzled as to the signs of, immediate foaling, as
the record kept from the service is frequently in-

wind

; . s . accurale, addition t he increasing > E
that in the dry growing season of 1905 grain crops S In addition _O ¢ ' ) creasing pendul

= ) ) ousness of the body, two Signs are pretty re-
used two and a quarter times as much mon§tum a8  Jiable, viz., the waxing of the teats, usually
fell on them during their period of germination and

appearing within two or three days of the act,
and the drooping over the rump, due to the re-
laxation of the ligaments, one of nature’s pro-
visions for the safe outward bassage of a large
body as the result of expulsive effort on the part
ol the mare. Some

growth. 1In the wet season of 1906 they required

one and a half times as much as was supplied in
the rain that fell. This extra moisture must have
come from the subsoil, where it has been stored

mares run milk for days
up chiefly in the dormant season. We can thus before foaling, a sign not at all welcome by
perceive the great importance of conserving mois-  horse breeders, who claim that such usually

ture carefully. Much can be done in this direc- Portends bowel trouble in the™Toal. 1If the mare

tion by thorough pulverization of the soil to has been fed a Ju.\'atlvo_ d_let, a little boiled

- : ‘ flaxseed and bran, and limited amounts of hard
plow depth, thus increasing the water-holding ca- grain, as well as being worked, little trouble
pacity of the lower soil ; but far more important need be feared regarding constipation in the

it is to have the surface layer of two or
inches dry and loose—the drier and
the more eflectually will
below.

three
looser it s,
it conserve the moisture
Even a slight crust will Impair its effi-
ciency, tending to draw the soil
surface,

foal When it does occur, it needs very careful
attention. A homely practice on a stud farm,
well known to the writer, was the giving of a
teaspoonful of unsalted fresh butter to the foal
as soon after foaling as possible. Whether that
moisture to the has g beneficial influence or not. we are not pre-
where it is quickly evaporated. A pared to only constipation  troubles in
rowed or scuffled surface foals

har- say,

will

preserve moisture : were never v,\;mr‘ltj\n(';'r]. » ']hoj f()ulm;{ lvol.‘;
needs to be roomy, and should be dry and we
very much better than a rolled one, or than one { ¥y anc o Ty ;
hich ¢ 1 ) | T ! bedded. As a precautionary measure, it is wise
v which s S ‘me save s ; i5i i
aver oI crust has formed. 0 save soil 4o prepared with a disinfectant solution to
moisture, therefore, never let

a crust form when
Il crust does form, break it
up at the earliest possible moment .
delay

treat the navel string, for the prevention of na\el
or joint-ill and diarrhoea, causing the loss of hun-
dreds of foals every year.

The act of parturition in a mare comes on very
suddenly, and, all being well, is soon over. One

may leave a hox for a quarter of an hour, the

it can be avoided.

Every day’s
means serious loss of
the season should turn out to

very serious

moisture, which, if

be dry, may be a

matter, and is

regrettable in any mare seeming as quiet as possible, and come back
case. By keeping the surface soil loose, we pre-  to find her up and licking the foal Usually
vent the baking ofs clays, and thus insure a f{ree there is a little more sign, the mare often chew-

range of root growth Baking is caused by the

Ing a few mouthfuls of hay, then dozing for a
sudden drying out of a m yist,

few minutes, and waking with a slicht jerk

adhesive s . : ; S—
dhesive soil It Fhese little signs of uneasiness are familiar

starts at the surface as a crust,

very
and thickens  as to  those who have spent long night watches
the soil dries out The soil mulch prevents the A mare is the cleanest of all females, and, in or
rapid drying out, hence keeps the lower

soil moist  dinary cases, one cannot soil the hands Slight
matters may be put right by anyone at all rfa-

miliar with the work It is a great relief to sce

and mellow. Even in a prolonged period of

this under soil wil] remain friable, and

n—_— ) . . the fore feet and the nose, and know that all is
Sud as PWE apers r € £

uch as newspapers ncase the dry weather lasted long cnough that straight Il there is any doubt. one should

and the like, coming into Canada from one to the lower soil actually did dry out, it would still  feel at once, and if there is any work to be Jdone,
four cents per pound, and has induced the British e much less hard than if it ha quickly dried one should strip to the wauist In malpresenta-
- 2 . t S, ¢ ‘eterinaris 5 i > wure as Ssoo

authorities to reduce the rates on second-class out hy thickening of a crust above Ii the value 'ons, a veterinarian shouid be secured as soon
: ) ) _— oil lel ) ! ) ) as possible, as the work is extremely hard, and

matter destined for Canada from cight cents to  of the soil mulch were 1"‘”".' understood,  there oftentimes  requires  the e ol instruments.
two cents per pound—all of which is designed to would he more general use of the harrows to run The intervention of professional aid s for =
trict th ) it ] - I ; over clay spots in the spring, instead of waiting purpose of saving the mare FFoals, unless de
resiric € circulation ol an unc esira ¢ class . = Q = 3
. ’ o i till the whole field was ready, and then trying 1), livered quickly and easily, are usually dead on

periodicals in this country and cultivate ties of roller, harrows and disk, to break up the (ry, arrival A sequel  of  diflicult foaling is >ln*
. fle atio ) f s - alg e -
sentiment and business with the motherland, by caked Turrows lammation of th womb, which  also ma o
) ) ) ' ; . i caused hy the afterbirth being retained. Re
encouraging the circulation or British periodicals \ soil muleh also provides for the acration of  4untion of the membranes (afterbirth) in mares
As another move in the direction of improving the soil, which s just -u‘x indispensable  as  the is very dangerous, I»I()u(i—pnisumng and death
the O i . l I ventilation of a stable, for the processes by which  oftentimes resulting in a couple of days. In nor
e Uanadian post: senvice, a sUpplementary ) . . =2 s ; o

“ 2 POSLH Sibplementary plant food is liberated will not take place with- mal foalings the afterhirth should come away

item of $50,000 has been placed in the estimates

(
to extend free delivery of mail matter Lo the smallep

change or

alf - " - g : T e
ut o air in the soil, and there must be ' hall “an hour or so, and ir not expelled then,

should he removed, care heinoe

continued

T taken that no por
air, too. I'ne conditions under  which tion of it is left { { L . M(')mi
*itl 'here » P eve N NCeEe & . B Tion « < (&2 O cause s raming or
citles where the P. O. revenue exceeds ®LO000  wrgtion or seil ventilation is accomplished most poisonine Unless  present  at the foaling, the
i rcaches 0, 00( g 2 00 ) . . ) ; ) = ) ‘ S
and the population reaches 1 D00 or 12,000 readily are g moderately mellow soil beneath and navel cord will likely have hesn broken, hHbut in
Several official tours are to be made this season, loose, dry mulch  above A hard, caked or case 1t is not, it should he tied about an inch
including the West, with a view to Improving the soggy, wet surface does not conduce to the free and a hall from the foal's body and dressed twice
service. Whether or not these will include an  soil ventilation, and is very undesirahle on every  daily with g strong carbolic solution : even the
; ¢ e 1 Nor will the cracks that rorm in a drie g 2y s AR RRE g N i
inquiry into the postal needs of the agriculturyl ‘our 2 o ] hoa dried- acid. as procured at the average drug store, Tebely
J h D O . luditie [roe e | up field hwl[) much to ventilate  the Soil, ltor, he used. or formalin. Many people (‘S[J('('H\“‘\'
areas of the arniTien, 1m‘ nE B though they may let the air down, they do not novices, are worried hecause the foal seems to
delivery, or a betterment of the service in other

ways, no hint is given up to this time.

distribute it through the soil hody

Lick control in the use of its limbs, or is crooked
Minally, the cultivation which aims t,

Y brevent  on itg lees Draft foals, especially out of under

— crustorom forming, or destroy it PrOmptly il it hred mares, are frequently this way, but in

- does. will also kill germinating weed seedy, With  time (4 month) straighten up all right, although

no o particular pains or efiort it all A weeder the fo; i Tt ke i te toints of

A WELCOME ARRIVAL. wslin this way will do more (o Keep down weeds b _lt;,‘,{[ may hax walked right on its jo

I think your paper a very fine farm journal, than a broad share cultivator can accomplish  in There is often trouble to get the foal to suck

and we all welcome it on its arrival each m-gl‘ liv'alruv\'lng them . ‘ Ah overfond mare will l\w“x burnine  ropcd o

Every progressive farmer ought to read “"l(lu» In fact, m””,]" mnntvnl‘hs ol the gospel of soijl touch the foal with her nose, and give him no

I'armer’s Advocate.’’ W. A. WALLACI:, wwthl1\zlllur‘l :rym’\ e ‘sn‘r‘muul up in the simple in chance to get to the teat With a bridle on, she
Carleton Co., Ont. junction, O ¢ " Lo

can be held to give him a chance. Providing the
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