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Taking the Back-ache

Any farm boy or farmer himself who has had
experience with harvesting the root crop will not
statement that turnips,
8 put the ache in back-
contrive to.get the roots
he owes it to his fellow

The novice must
hat he may have
t hard work. It

itions.

jured by sharp frosts
be lifted.
enough that the roots are
otherwise rot may ensue
It is always

work

11 the

d, as they
if pulled and

cover-

ng up
e boy

when his

end and quit at six o’clock
He held to the belief
pair of overalls, but

longer
eason.

arrangement

con-
1ber.

boards

form
aced
the

Straight back from the

; scantling are two pieces of plank set on edge to
form ‘“runners’ and about six feet long. From
.‘-k thosg SC{IHl.Iin;.': two boards extend out as wings
] ’ on eitheer side back of the V-shaped front. Rough

B boards are nailed on the top of the frame go
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! just back of the V to keep the front end down,.
The driver stands on the back end to give added
weight . This is drawn along hetween two rows
of mangels, The V-shaped front forces  the
mangels from the ground and g little tq one
side, Any not so forced out are pulled 1y the
wings of the implement . As the puller iIs hauled
back hetween the next two rows the same Process
is repeated, throwing two rows into
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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the farmers of Ontario would th

them so that evefy farmer will be able
to take advantage of them. 'On the other hand
there is the Government agitation, the surveys,
and the bulletins that have done much towards
Wili all this be thrown

to the wind ? 1Is it policy to do so‘f" I say
again it would bé a breach of good falth: Bpt
after all I am not so much alarmed, it will

come out all right yet. Tt is only another case
of the old battle cry, the farmer will have to
fight for himself or he will be left out of the
race. We farmers have a battle on at home
which is almost as essential in its outcome as

that at the front, and I believe we are just wak-
machimes, and the men who are think-  ing up to the fact that we are capable of fight-
ing of purchasing machines, They neec ing for ourselves.
to be encouraged to bring in more of Kent Co., Ont. CHAS. WHITMAN.

Out of Root Harvest.

mangels are topped with a hoe before pulling
commences. We have never tried this puller, but
Some may like to see what it will do. Some
who have trie¢ it speak well of the method.

In pulling by hand the best method is to pull
two rows each time across the field, going down
two and back two, putting four rows into one.
There is then room for the horses and wagon be-
tween the pulled rows, and it is very handy to
load the wagons. Some load with the fork.
For ease it is all right, but for speed the hands
win.

TURNIPS.

Later on just before freezing-up time comes the
turnip harvest. Swede turnips being much
harder than mangels are not injured by knife or
harrow, and so it is not imperative that they be
hand-pulled. Many, however, still pull by hand,
and top with a heavy knife with a hook on the
end and made expressly for the purpose. The

weather is wet there is danger of too m
going in the cellar. A good man can
out big roots as fast as another can top ¢

with a hoe, and it is certainly more easily dopg
than hand pulling. y

Some plow out the roots. The moldboard ‘jg

taken off the plow, and g Projecting share cutg
the roots: Two rows are turned into one, and
afterwards the harrow is run
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lengthwise to rattle off any dirt which may

adhere to the fibrous roots.

Those having a potato digger with g revoly-
ing wheel behind can often use this im
advantage in taking up the turnips.
is run under the row and cuts the r
have nearly all the dirt removed by
ing wheel which gives them quite a toss out be-
hind.

Picking up must be done by hand or with g
fork. We have seen very good time made where
the roots were in rows with g large ensilage
fork. Some use the common manure fork, “anqd
others, not inclined to bend their backs, gn
ordinary pitch fork. Hand picking is the most
common practice, but in big rows the ensilage
fork is just as fast and takes the back-ache out
of the work.

In pulling white, grey-stone
the harrow is injurious, by
the plow being preferred. .

Where at all possible unleading should be done
with dump boxes down a trap door  imto the
cellar. These boxes should have slat bottoms to
allow the dirt to screen out, and the roots
should be run down a slat-bottom spout to the
cellar. Tt is well to throw all roots back from
immediately under the trap or window through.
which they are dropped. This gets them out of
the dirt and prevents loss from heating and
decay. Where it is impossible to use dump boxes
and the roots must be unloaded from an ordinary
box, a long spout with slat bottom should be
used. The scoop shove} hastens the unloading,
but it is heavy

or soft turnips
hand, the mattock or

roots are thrown four rows
tops kept Separate,
ing up the crop.
the bottom of the
another clip takes off the top and the turnip
drops. Good pullers lift gn acre a day, but many
work hard at half the quantity.

) Most growers nowadays prefer to top the tur-
nips with ga heavy and good sharp hoe, after
which they are pulled either with g mattock or
the harrow, or may be lifted with the plow or
other implement rigged to suit the purpose. A
good man if he works can knock the tops off two
acres of turnips per day, and with the harrow
pulling is a short job. It is much easier and
1s done in shorter time, but it takes longer to
pPick up the roots. Two strokes Crosswise

into one, and

r the
This is a clean way <

A Comfortable Farm Home in Prince Edwar

work. A holeis
picked in one cor-
ner of the load and
the shovel started. -,
Some use the en-
silage fork for this,
and it works very
well and is not so
heavy to hancle as
i5 the shovel.
Throwing back in
the cellar is gener-
ally done on rainy
days. Be careful
to give 'the roots
Plenty of air

Leave all inlets
open until sevef’e
frosts come. If it

is necessary to pit
any, pilow out a
pit bottom and
clean it off about
eight or nine inches
deep. Pile the
roots to a dep.th of
44 or 5 feet in a
long conical pile.

. Cover with straw
d County, Ont. only until hard
frosts come, then

put six or seven inches of dirt
Place a few three or four-inch tile on end along
the top to let in air, and the roots should keep
well.  Harvesting roots is work from start to
finish, and aj] the ache will not be out of the
backs of those éngaged therein until after the

last turnip or mangel has gone down the hole to
the cellar.

THE DAIRY.

What is the Matter With Western
Ontario Creamery Butter?
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roots. It may be done to <0e,s! ‘I”]‘vl\,l"ﬂ up the another set will place a similar lot (‘Ullll'“f“t"'&
the roots are .SIIHI”' where ,t:rl (\)(- (.14”\;mt‘:1‘m‘ whgy Ly ln\\',. because of the tifforence: in jn(l‘ut‘:\' e
miich time i an ol 16V are large not sq cards, if there is such a thing. In judging but-
\n implement \\ihin‘h IS much ugeq ; : ter and (‘hw‘s.()' every judge is largely a law unto
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