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“mercy and that every church ought to as-
“ semble themselves together on that day to
“ worship God, and show by their pl
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| by the grace of God, through faith in Christ
Jesus, here called “ Light in the Lord” He
then p ded, in the simpl 1

“ that they este~m the day according to the
“command, ‘ Remember, &c.’ we be-
“ liewe that every church ought to set apart
“one day 1n ever; month to acknowledge their
“ Covenant.”

Two weeks afterwards | was again at the
same place of worship, for we were to have
preaching: not by the same Elder, but by
another with whom, as yet | had never met.
We may call him Elder Hatley. Not only
the whole church, but the whole settlement
was assembled. The house was filled, and
without, on the shaded sides of the building
numbers of men, who had found seats within
for their wives, were waiting ; but as yet
there was no Elder,  Within a few m.nutes
after the hour (11 am,) however, a stranger
is seen by those outside to dismount and tie
his horse to a sappling near the door ard
walk demurely in. A few knew, and most
suspected that this was the Elder. He pa-
tiently edged his way along through the
crowd to lﬁe chair which had been left va-
cant for him behind the little table. Hitherto
he had seemed to notice no ene. But now
he cast an anxious ¥lance around upon the
almost solid mass of upturned faces before
him and the rows of heads peeriug in at ihe
windows and door. For- a moment he
buried his face in both his hands above the
table, and then he arose and gave out the
hymn from Watts, (the only hymn book in
use in that day, and I sometimes heartily
wish we could have it restored to our con-
gregations) “ Sweet is the work my God, my
King” He then prayed. His manner
throughout was very solemn. His prayer
was short, delives in a moderately low
voice, his language very reverent, and yet it
carried with it the seeming that it was ad-
dressed to a willing, present auditor. After
the prayer another hznm was sung. And 1
may as well remark here that the reading of
a portion of Scripture as a part of public
worship was entirely unknown in our early
churches ; and the same is true of our Meth-
odist brethren of the period. After the hymn
he gave out his text ;—“ Ye were sometimes
d ess, but now are ye light in the Lord.”
Darkness, he said, might arise from either
of two causes ; the obscuration of the source
of light, or the injury or destruction of the
organs of sight. Every night when the sun
sats it is dark ; butif sky is overcast with
clouds and mist, or fog lies upon the earth,
then it is darkness. unfortunate neigh-
bor who is belated on such a night finds it
impossible to proceed with safety. Now he

lu into a bog hole; the next step, per-

apm stumbles over a log; and then
himself against a tree or a stump. [Illustra-
tions very suitable to the state of the coun-
try,] But the darkness mentioned in the text

v
language, and in a modest colloquial style to
illustrate these two great points of evangel-

lical truth.  He spoke for more than an hour,
but no one lhmng t it long. Upon taking his
seat he said, ‘“ there is now liberty for all the

| brethren and sisters, and | hope every one

will have something to say for the Lord, if it
is no more than the psalmist said,—* The
| Lord is my light and my salvation.” Nor
| were the brethren and sisters slow to avail
themselves of the lil thus given, Nearly
every member of the church, together wit

you a faithful picture of early times. I am
aware that | have omitted many things, the
memory of which it might be well to pre-
serve, and there remain many others which
we have not been able to reach. If, at some
future time, we shall be perlniuet{, in the
Yro\ idence of God, to renew these interviews,

may perhaps resume the subject and bring
my narrative down to the time when lix:‘rut
be‘fimrislbly to melt into the present,and the
old gradually gives place to the new. For the
present, however, our J)leaam interviews
must be suspended ; and it only remains for
me, al’l,:r gmnk_ing you for so long and so

| several Methodist brethren who were pre-
| sent, avosc and spoke; some of them with
| very great earnestness and fervor, and at
| considerable length. The meeting continued
through about three of the hottest hours of a
very hot day, yet none seemed weary, but all,
—even outsiders seemed to regard it as a
vcrg solemn, profitable, and pleasant time.
‘This manner of conducting public worship,
strange as it may seem t7 you, was not an
exce?tion, but the general rule.—Yet, as you
rightly observe, the practice was attended
vith some inconveniences even then. Now
it would of course be altogether intolerable.
| But before deciding upon the propriety or
| otherwise of the order of these early churches
| we must take into consideration the circum-
stances of the time. It weuld be very un-
fair to judge them by our standards. The
| circumstances are greatly changed. The
| churches of the present day are duly and
fuly organized with all necessary officers
an ied with an abund

pal y to the well meant but im-
perfect, -perhaps incoherent narrations of a
g:mllnus old man; to bid you an affectionate
adieu,

§uﬁz{g Srhbol gwartm—m:t.

STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF Jupan,
SECOND QUARTER,

SUBJECT
carly Piety, 3 Chron.

GOLDEN TEXT,

XXl

Eecl xfi, 1.
2 The Seri)
Seart

res Found and
3 Chron. xxxiv, 422, Joha v, 43
3 feremia in Prisom, Jer. vxxl, vo.  Jor.axil, 3
4 The Rechabites, Ji. xixv. 1o er, xxxv, 13.
The Capsivity of Judah, Jer. n? I i, 8

# The G '..inn.whn,L-. {, B4z Pralm cxi, 10,
7 Nebuchadneszar's Dream, Dan, fi,

ﬁ;& Dan. il, 58
8 The Fiery Fumace, Dan. i, at37.  Dan. iil, 17.
9 The ing oo U v

Christian literature and all suitable means of
instruction and advancement; and especial
with efficient pastoral oversight. Nearly all
these were wanting fifty years ago. Our
only Christian literature was the Biblc;
while the postoral relation was unknown
among us. We had Elders, but not pastors.
Our Eldeis were ordained to the work of the
ministry, but to no particular charge.

were in the receipt of no stipend, or salary.
They were generally farmers, cultivating
their own lands, and depending thereon for
their support, and the support of their fam-
ilies. ordinarily wrought in the field
as many days in the week, and as many
hours in the day, as any of their members.
During slack seasons; between crops, or in
winter, when farin duties were not pressing;
or when their sons were grown up so as to
be able to suj K“t‘heir laces at home, these
men often t. g journeys to supply little
destitute churches, or to plant the gospel in
new settlements where it had not re
been established. Whea at home, the Elder
was expected, as a matter of course, to
whether for umhir or business, and to
preach once on Sunday. But to undertake
pastoral duties in the ordinary meaning of the
:le:m' you must Beneive was entirely out of

e

—the fields,—the highway, but yourselves.
Not for want of sun, moon, or stars, but for
want of eyes. [f the light that is in you be
darkness, how great is that

of
&e. ﬁ“n\‘\'leml:um fro;‘n the text,” he mﬁ;
state of man by nature, [so
b (e e P
second, the state to which we are translated

q nder these ¢
the practice we have alluded to was not only

useful. Persons who thus so ﬂ'equemlg and
became committed to a Christian

50 openly
ey life, could not fail to feel themselves under a

constant obligation to observe its rules, and
would be more likely, on that account, to in-
crease in piety and grow in grace.

Thus far I have endeavoured to present to
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“Call wato Me, and I will ansiwer thee, and sheto theo

great and wighty things which thow kuowest not.” - Jer,
Xxxii. 3.

INTRODUCTORY.

An interval of about 34 or 35 years intervenes
vetween the date of our last lesson and this : and
the history of this intermediate period should re-
ceive sume brief attention.

After renewing the Covenant between God and
His people (2 Chron, xxxiv. 29-33), and cele-
brating a solemn Passover such as not_been
held since the days of iis first institution (2 Kings
xxiii. 21-23; 2 Chron, xxxv. 1- o0od king Jo-

not seem to have his work of
refirmation any further ;—and bis reforms cer-
tainly did not t the heart of the nation, which

continued utterly corrupt.

The circumstances of the death of Josiali are
recorded in 2 K xxiii, 2;30, and 2 Chron,
r afterwards

within
ndal hadnezzar

{B.C. 606), though the final destruction of Jeru-

-xltn # :‘h w. did not occur till (,;..
bt 1 ate seventy years'

zu’nlly placed at B.C. 606, when D.wth

companions were among those carried away to
Babylon (Dan. i, 2; Jer. xxv, 1, 11, 12; nCh{u.
xxxvi, 6, ete,

: “Josiah was the last

Dean
 hero of Tsmel, h his death the histary of

.




