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NOTE AND COMMENT

The ceremony of placing the memo-
rial bust of the Rev, Dr. Thomas
Guthrie In the Church of the United
Martyrs’ and St. John's congregations
Edinburgh, was performed by Lord
Guthrle.

Rev. Dr. Sinclair, of 8t. Andrew's
Church. Winnipeg, said in a recent
address that Dawson City wis a8 up-
right in morals as Winnipe {17 not
more 80. He #poke highly of 'he Yu-
kon pecple as a whole.

Not much is sald about it, but the
custom of burning the bodies of the

that in the United States last year
84,500, bodles were burned in 33 crema-
torles, No other country approaches
this In the number of Incinerations,

oy ber,” sald a minister, “ask-
ing a Japanese student who had come
to Yale, ‘When you first read the Gos-
pels, what was the strongest Impres-
slon made upon your mind? He at
once replied, ‘It was Christ's journey
up to Jerusalem. Oh, the courage of
it!" he sald. ‘Christ was the one Man
of history of Whom It is true that He
never knew what It was towfear.'”

Temperance 18 assertive, especlally
In Great Britaln. People are not
afrald to run temperance hotels, and
some are colning money by so doing.
One may go all over the Islands and
Western Europe and stop every night,
it desired, In good temperance hotels
or pensions. And yet In Canada we
are often told that hotels can not be
carrled on profitably without a “bar.”

The death Is reported of Mr. William
Forhes, a well-known mlisslonary, In
Scotland, to baliet and chorus girls.
Mr. Forbes, who was seventy-seven
years old, was affectionately referred
to In theatrical circles as the “Father
of the Fairle.” His death was from
pneumonla and heart fallure. A Scots-
man by birth, he became an evangellst
forty-two years ago, and over thirty
years ago commenced his work among
the chorus and ballet girls.

No class of people has profited more
by the temperance wave that is sweep-
ing over the United States, says ‘one
of their own best papers, than the
negroes of the South. THeIr improvi-
dence, thriftlessness. unreliability and
inability to overcome poverty are large-
Iy due to the saloon. Thelr crimes may
be traced In almost every case to the
same source. No wonder the best re-
presentatives of the race are calling
for a “second emancipation,” in the
immediate and absolute destruction
of the saloon.

+ An alleged Improvement upon the
“international” language, ‘‘Esperan-
to,” is the result of the labors of a
subcommittee appointed by the Inter-
mational committee on artificlal lan-
guages which met in Parls, under the
presidency of the famous chemist,
Professor Ostwald, In 1907. This new
“Interlanguage” 1is called “Ido.” Tt
has Its dictlonarles, grammars and
readers, prepared for the use of read-
ers of eight or nine existing languages.
It has heen as a “quintes-
sence of European languages,” and Its
advocates clalm that it Is simpler and
easler to learn than ‘“Esperanto,” and
that many are adopting it. Prof. Otto
Jespersen says it is a “purified Esper-
anto, freed from the arbitrary word-

i and word ing of that lan-
guage, Its lllogloal and Insufficlent
rules of word-formation, and Iits
clumsy alphabet.”

The King has presented to South
Africa, the table, inkstand and pen
which he used when he signed t!
South African Unlon Act. The Com-
mission glving the Royal assent to the
Act, bearing the King's signature, will
also be sent to South Africa for
preservation among the archives.

The motor “bus” has Invaded Pales-
tine, and with the completion of a
carriage road between Jerusalem and
Nablus 1t is now possible to travel
comfortably in two hours from Jaffa
to the andent Shechem. Another in-
dication of progress is the suggestion
by some enthusigstic Zioniets to hold
a World's Falr at Jerusalem.

A nqw Irish temperance movement
18 called *“The Catch-my-Pal Union.”
The name I8 descriptive of the method
and spirit of the undertaking. In one
of the places where the Unlon has
gathered headway a man looked
through bar-rooms for some of his
friends, and found no one but the bar-
keepers. His “pals” had been caught
by the Union, to which he immediately
jcined himself.

Canada’s naval plang laid before
Parllament provide for the construc-
tion of three cru'sers of the “improved
Bristol” class and four destroyers of
the Improved river class. The cos' of
the crulsers is estimated at $5.750.000,
and that of the destrovers at $1,600,-
\00. The annual cost of maintenance
s estimatsd at $2.000.000. Two of the
crugers will be assigned to the Pacific
and one crulser and the four destroy-
ers to the Atlantic Coast.

With the accesslon of young King
Albert to the throne of Belglum,
there Is promise of a more just
and humane administration of the
Congo State. In his first speech
from the throne the new King declar-
ed that the Belgian nation wished a
policy of humanity and progress en-
forced In the Congo, and that a mis-
slon of colonization must be a misslon
of clvilizatlon. No one, he added, had
a right to doubt the intentions of Bel-
glum.

According to misslonary statistics,
Africa 1s fast losing the right to be
called the Dark Continent. In It are
to be found to-day 2,470 misslonaries,
assisted by 13,089 natlve Christlan
workers., There are 4,789 places of
worship, 221,856 communicants, and
527.790 professed adherents. In the
4.000 missionary schools are 203,390 pu-
pils. There are ninety-five hosplitals
and sixteen printing establishments
under misslonary conduct and control.
A chain of connected missions reaches
from the Atlantie to the Indlan Ocean;
and In Uganda, which thirty years ago
was a pagan and unexplored country,
one-half the 700,000 population are en-
rolled as Christians, Cape Colony has
200,000 Christians out of a total of 700,-
000.

The South Pole is to be sought by a
Rritish expedition, to be known as the
“Seott Fxpedition,” to which the gov-
ernment will contribute $100,000. Cap-
tain Scott commanded the British ex-
pedition of 1900-1904, in which exten-
sive explorations were made. Brit-
ieh explorers have done most of the
work In the Antarctie, often using New
Zealand as a base. The Scott expedi-
tion will sail from England in July,
and force its way to the farthest point
which can be reached by ship next win-
ter, which will be the antarctle sum-
mer, and then proceed over the land
of the antarctic continent toward the
Pole. With the experience of Lieut-
enant Shackelton, who went within
a hundred miles of it, this expedition

) may be expected to su

The mummified body of a man was
found, not long ago, at Stamford, Eng-
land. At first the body was thought to
be that of the wife of the Black Prince,
but a black-letter document found In
the coffin proved that the remains were
all that was left of a priest named
John Staunford, who lived during Pope
Boniface IX.'s time, 1389-1404, The An-
glican eclalm to continuity of Church
life since pre-Reformation times has
thereby recetved a severe jolt, “or the
bhody was clalmed by the Roman Cath~
ollc authorities, and reinterred In thelr
cemetery. \
/

Much interest is felt In England in
the recent experiments at Altofts col-
llery on the explosibility of coal-dust.
It appears to have been demonstrated
that alr charged with fine coal-dust
may be dangerously inflammable, com-
paring in destructive effect with ex-
plosions of fire-damp. In one experi-
ment a small cannon was fired elec.
trically in the mine to ralse the duast,
and then a larger cannon was fired to
ignite it. The resulting explosion I8
described as terrific. It has also been
demonstrated that stone-dust spread
upon the floor of the mine tends pow-
erfully to arrest, or 1imit, the explosion
of the coal dust.

The “Student Volunteers,” who held
their quadrennial convention at Roch-
ester, New York, from December 20th
to January 2nd, are a body of young
men and women from the higher in-
stitutions of learning In the United
States and Canada, organized for the
purpose of promoting Interest in for-
elgn misslonary work, and furnishing
recrults for foreign mission flelds. Dug-
Ing the last four years 1,283 of these
“volunteers” have sailed for mission
flelds, under the auspices of various
misslonary socleties; and the yearly
contributions of the organization for
carrying forward mlisslon work aem-
ount now to $127,000.

In characteristic German fashion,
Professor Eduard Meyer, of the Uni-
rsity of Berlin, has been Investigat-
Ing the question, “What 1s the oldest
date In history?” He has come to the
ccnclusion, by the study of ancient
Egyptian calendars, that the most re-
mote date of which the world at pres-
ent has knowledge Is B. C. 4241. As
far back as this, Professor Meyer
states, he has evidence from the monu-
ments, but prior to it there are refer-
ences to lunar years alone, which are
not regarded as trustworthy. The Per-
uvian dates, as shown in the art re-
mains in the Valley of Chimoano, in
the Andes, go no further back than
B. C. 3500.

Reference was made last week to
the new map of the world on a scale
of 1 to 1,000,000, which is to be pre-
pared by iInternational co-operation
through governments and geographical
socleties. No map of the entire world
on a uniform large scale has ever
been made. Even the French, while
they have d thelr sl
in Asia on a scale of 1 to 1,000,000, are
making their African maps on half
that scale. By adopting a proportion-
al scale the conflict of divergent units
of measurement, such as those of the
Prench and Englsh systems, will be
avolded. Uniformity is also to be
secured In the representation of con-
tour, the colors and degree of shad-
ing for elevations, representation of
water, land, etc. It Is agreed that
the Roman alphabet shall be used in
all lettering but the selection and
spelling of names will be that of the
locality. Hence, Florence, in Italy,
will appear as “Firenze,” and many
other Buropean names will have forms
strange to Americans. This will be

the rule for the officlal maps.
made by private publishers may follow
the usual names and spelling.




