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At the Breakfast Table.
BV A TRUSTWORTIY KEITORIER,

“Mamma ! Where's my shoes 2"

C1 put themin thoie plac
Make haste, we's t break
from the dining-roon

ST be late 1o schood just Decause folks don't
leave my things alon " scowled Jack, hurrying in

with his shoe.strings dangling and a scowlon his
face.

Mamma was discrectly busy  with hor coffee cups
“ Hominy, | e papa cheonly,
“O dear

always have atmcal

lice hominy,  Why don’t we

SPapa likes howiny 1, 50 W ke tuims,™ exe
plained  mamma,  trylng 1t the storm

“Might have ‘e Tath,” muttered Jack, his voic

mutfled by a large mouthiul he dospised cereal

“Is there  griddle=

presently
“This s ironing  morning.  Katie eouldn’t {ry
cakes to-day ~
“What clse is she made f
“lack ! Papa looked
paper. His son subsided for a fow moments, and

vagely.

uly up from his

table.talk went pleasaotiy on
St Jooks like v
papa said, glancing at the sain-drops on the |

of a lad  storn

“The youngsters h trer go to school  preparcd
for wet weather

“Yes, the mbber Lumbrella Iy
smiled mamma.

“Oh, need T wear rubber
“Nobody Dut Tl ids wear ‘em a day like  this
$won't get wet, Neod 12

« Oh, yes, dear. Vo always walk  throngh all

"

gade to-day

complaincd  Jacks

the puddles, you know. and you have a cold
ready.”

“1 think it's
fellows have
thick boots all on

of the other big

ar rubbors like babies.  Got my

¢ real mean, so

there ! with a burst of tears
“lack, leave the table,”

#Go and put on your rubbers without a word, and

i his father  sternly,
then come and apok to mamma for your rude-
ness.  It's too bad,

face. “*Your meals are 5]
tantrums. 1 will put a stop to them, if T have to

loking at mamma’s sad

led continually by such

whip Jack tvice a day.”
“But the whipping would only make his - temper
worse ; you've tried that,  D've ancther idea  sim-

mering,  We'll tall
sulkily back,

of it to-night” —as Jack came

* * ®
“Good moming ! cried  Jack, dashing into the
dining-room next day

“Moming ! returned  papa, groffly. “What's

this, Evelyn  oatmeal?  Haven't you leamed yet
that T don't like oatmeal 2 1 want hominy.”

“We had it yesterday
but ' see that it is made to morrow. ™

*That won't feed wme to-day ™
his saucer.  **Well, what next ?
Umph "

“1 thought you liked them.” said mamma,
anxiously.

“ Plenty of things I like better. Have you mend-
ed those gloves of mine, Evelyn?”

John, if you remember :

pushing away
Fish-balls ?

*“Why, no, John, you didn't ask me to. I do
it now, "

“ No, I can't wait. I should think you might keep
my things in better order.  I'm behind time for the
train, anyway ; breakfast wasso late.” And off
rushed papa, without good-bye, slamming the door
angrily and leaving a dark shadow behind him,

It had not lifted at dinner that night, Papa
grumbled at the cooking, found fault with everything
and was so ill tempered that the meal, usually ac-
companied by much fun and pleasantness, was more
dismal than breakfast had been. Jack held his
breath in dismay.

“Don't know where the keyto my desk is,
Evelyn? And what am I to do now without it? You

must have mislaid it. Strange you can't leave my
things alone. I think it’s a shame "=
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but mamma had suddenly covered her face with
her handkerchief and left the table.

“Mamma,” whispered Jack, stealing into herroom
and her lap in the dark.

‘Well, dear 27

“Mamma,what ailed papa ? 111 wa

“ Perhaps papa didn't think 5 porhaps he was
s at everything,'

her arms close around him.

aman, |

Just cre

“Papa is naturally impatient, Jack, andi
lets a temper get out from under  control it hard
stopping it. It grows worse every day until it be-

comes stronger than a man  himself, and  makes life
miserable to him and everyone about him.  Can’t
you see for yourself how it would be 2”

lack meditated awhile. ¢ Mamma did papa
ever have a temper like mine 2

Wy ery like, he s
Tieve ity he controls it so well

5, though we can hardly be,
Perhaps he w

willing for you to t r per
might bcome i vou let it g v ye T
doing now. Do you think we Lave had 1 nt

v, lack

CLpuess not, TS been awful.™

o And it allcame from the unpleasantness ol one
person, Jack,”

cwas along pawse, Th i Jac lenly

pnounced  with  conviction, ** Mamma, T helieve

papa was just putting Fis temyer

what { r. Butif U'm as ugly usually as he has been
to-day, 1guess 1'd better e
And he did,  Congregationalist.

fin to stog

— e
‘The Land of Pretty Soon.

£ know a land where the strects are paved
With the things we meant to achieve —

1t is walled with the money we meant to have saved
And the pleastres for which we grieve

The hind words unspoken, the promises bre
And many a coveted boon

Are stored away in the land somewherey
The land of Pretty Soon,

en

There are uncut jewels of possible fame
Lying about in the dust,
And many a nohle and lofty aim
Covered with mold and rust.
And, oh, the place, while it seems so neafy
Is farther away than the moon
Though our purpose is fair, we never get there
To the land of Pretty Soon
~Ela Wheeler Wilcoxe
—— e
“Eyes and No Eyes.”

In the December Century, Mr. John Burroughs
writes about the ““Art of Seeing Things.”
to become an observer, he thinks, is to see more
than the particular thing you are looking for.  Most
people sce things but vaguely, but we may teach
Who has not
seen a red squirrel or a gray squirrel running up and

The way

ourselves to observe  discriminately,

down the trunk of a tree? But probably very few
have noticed that the position of the hind fect is the
se from what it is in the other.

reverse in the one
In descending they are extended to the rear, the
toe mails hooking to the bark, checking and  control-
ling the fall, In most pictures the fect are shown
well drawn up under the body in both cases.

People who discourse pl tly and & ely
about the birds and flowers and external nature
generally are not therefore good observers,  In
their walks do they see anything they did not come
out to see? Is their any spontaneous or unpremed-
itated seeing? Do they make discoveries 7 Any
bird or creature may be huntel down, any nest
discovered if you lay siege wit; but to find what
you are not looking for, to catch the shy winks
and gestures on every side, to see all the by-play
going on around you, missing no significant note or
movement, penetrating every screen with your eye-
beams—that is to be an observer; that is to have
“an eye practiced like a blind man’s touch”—a
touch that can distingnish a white horse from a
black—a detective eye that reads the faintest signs.

During some great fete in Paris, the Empress
Engenie nnd Queen Victoria were both present. A
reporter noticed that when the royal personages

45

came to sit down Eugenic looked hehind her before
doing s0, to see that the chair was really there, but
Victoria seated herself without a hackward  glance,
knowing there must  be a scat ready for her s there
14 be 'l'lu-
in he
difterence between  born royaity - and l hastily nmk

iways had been and there .‘|“.‘,w

correspondent mhu d th wed  the

I wonder how many ersons in that vast

ovbservation

made  this

as obably  very
few noted a gift for seeing tl
—_—
A Moody Story.
Somebody once said to D, L, M
grace enough to be burned at the

Py, Do you not wis

¢l just now is
nd hold a
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