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The Canadian Explorer who is Editing the Journal of Samuel Hearne 
and writing David Thompson's Life-

went he made surveys, and wherever lie 
stopped he took astronomical observations 
for latitude " 3. When lie left
the western country in 1812, he had the 
material for a great map, which he drew 
in the following year, and which has been 
the basis for every map of northern and 
western Canada published since that time. 
After retiring from the fur trade, be was 
engaged on the part of Great Britain in 
surveying the boundary-line between the 
Vnitcd States and Canada, subsequent to 
which he settled down quietly in Mon
treal.

David Thompson was born in London. 
Kngland, on July 30, 1770, his parents’ 
names being David and Ann. Ilis 
daughters used to say that their grand
parents were Welsh or of Welsh extrac
tion. and that their names had originally 
been Ap Thomas, but on this point there 
is no further evidence. When seven years 
old he was placed in the ( 1 rev Coat School, 
which is still standing, though now used 
exclusively for girls, about a quarter of a 
mile west of Westminster Abbey, and not

far from the Canadian Government Office 
on Victoria Street. Here he remained for 
seven years, absorbing the ordinary sub
jects tliat were taught to a boy in those 
times, and, in addition to the subjects 
taught to most of the children, he and 
one other boy received lessons in naviga
tion. He says that in his leisure hours 
he used to port? over ‘The Tales of the 
Genii,’ ‘The Persian and Arabian Tales,’ 
‘Robinson Crusoe,’ and ‘Gulliver’s Trav
els.’

About the end of the year 1783. the 
Hudson Bay Company applied “to know 
if this Charity could furnish them with 
four boys against the month of May next, 
for their settlements in America.” David 
Thompson was the only boy available, 
and in the following May, when just 
fourteen years old, be was bound as an 
apprentice to the Hudson Bay Company 
for seven years, and was sent out to Fort 
Churchill, on Hudson Bay, in the ship 
Prince Kupert. Samuel Hearne, the dis
coverer and explorer of the Coppermine 
river, was then governor of Fort Cliurv-
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