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States, with a prompt and canny statesman-

ship, remarkable in Governments, had form-

ally acknowledged the German Republic, and

offered terms of peace possible for an ambi-

tious and self-respecting but beaten people

to accept. At all events there would be no

commercial boycott, and the young Repub-

lic would be given every assistance in restor-

ing the shattered finances of Germany, and

its economic relations with the rest of the

world.

The good German people were flattered in

phrases that they rolled on their tongues.

Even those too schooled in lies to believe the

statesmen of their own or any land reflected

that, after all, the Enemy Allies had dem-

onstrated they were sportsmen, that Ger-

man prisoners had been well treated, and

that before the war there had been no re-

strictions upon German commerce save in

insidious reiterated words of men deter-

mined upon war at any cost. As a matter of

fact, Germany had been absorbing the com-


