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The atonement
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Of our Saviour consisted, not exclusively in any one act of
subjection to the law, but in the conjunction of all that he
did and suffered from the time of his appearance in our
world till he gave up the ghost. But his death was the
consummation of his sufferings. It wa. the grand resultm which they culminated. It both was in itself the se-
verest and most eminent part of his obedience, and it
termed the copestone which gave completeness and unity to
what he had previously undergone. On this account the
sacred writers speak of A*, death peculiarly as constituting
the sacrifice through which his people are reconciled to God
andofA^5 hlood as the price withwhich he bought his people!
Iheydescnbe the whole by the mention of the main particu-
lar. ihe various lesser acts of the Saviour's suretyship are
considered as comprehended in its chief and crowning act

Ihis explanation being made, let me invite you to dwell
lor a little, m humble and devout meditation, upon the
statement of the text: "He washed us from our sins m
his own hlood, and hath made us kings and priests unto
God and his Father." His own blood I The achievement
ot our redemption was therefore no light or trivial matter
to the Saviour. It would have been easy for him to have
given for us any amount of material treasures, if they
could have been of the least avail. He might, in the
exercise of the omnipotence which belongs to hun as the
second person of the Godhead, have brought innumerable
worlds into existence by a word, stored them with all that
IS valuable, and made these an offering, if we could thus
have been saved. He might have sent forth all the an-
gehc hosts on the errand of our redemption, if their ser-
vices could have been sufficient to restore lost souls to the
favour and the image of God. But all this would have
been in vain Tf « as necessary that he himself should
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become the Surety of his people, should bear their iniqui-
ties, and work out a righteousness for them. And this—


