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seen since the days of the Greek migration to Ionia and
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^'^^ ^ warlike vigour which for 300 years en-

abled her to withstand the attacks of the terrible Northmen
who over-ran England with as much facility as the Anglo-
baxons and the Romans had done before them The
Scottish Highlands are peopled to this day with an Irish
colony as strongly marked with the characteristics of their
origin as if the lamp of Saint Columbkille still shone from
the cliffs of Ionia, and the footsteps of the saints and schol-
ars who formed the Irish army of civilization may still be
tracked in lines of light into the heart of the Swiss
Alps and to the furtherest shores of Sicily (applause.)
The marvel IS not that Irish civilization after struggling
manfully through three centuries of Danish barbarism
should have been unable to face seven centuries more of
English savagery, but that a book, or a man, or even a
ruin, of the race should survive to tell the tale after ten
centuries of unceasing battle for the bare life. But the
Irish race not merely survived that black deluge of suffer-mg and plunder which has for ten hundred years submerg-
ed the land. It emerges from that long eclipse, with youth
renewed vyith strength redoubled, with hope undimmed.
and with all the mental and moral capacities of a great
nation only braced and rejuvenated by sufferings that
would have broken the spirit and debased the soul of any
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than the first, after so horrifying an abyss of years is aphenomenon of which history gives us no other example
Ihe restored Greece of to-day is to the Greece of Pericles
what the prowling Arabs who pilfer the Egyptian Pyramids
are to the magnificent monarchs who built them The
^'^f^""if u"^^"" ^J"^^"

^'°""^ *^^ '"•"s of the Colosseum
still call themselves Romans, and masquerade in the grave-
clothes of their august ancesters

; but nobody expects new
Liccros to arise among the degenerate chatterers of the
Corso, or new C.nesars to shake the world from the puny
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throne of the Quirinal. The Irish race of to day, on the


