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«Md of tito gHMftl phytiolotial, there are th« neuroiogitt. th« UttdmU of
th« phytMoRy of Mcretion. or nutrition, or of circulation. Mch one work-
ini ia hie own particular fleM bT retMuch, which, aa inveatiRaiion goea on,
to feufid to be of vaMer extent than tuppoailion allowed

What I have laid with regard to the profrcaa of Knowledge of animal
phjraiology ia true to a great extent alao of hiatology, bacteriology, and
l»»*»«logy ; and it li quite poaeibie that were I aa much converMnt with
the literature and progrcaa in thoae aciencea, an appreciative description
d the advances in them, and especially in bacteriology, would meet with

• greater aiaent troro you, becauac of the general recognition, on the one
hand, of the immenae strides that surgery haa, on account of it, made
within the last Aftem years, and, on the other, of the fact that through
it wt know the cauaes of a very imporUnt group of diseases. I do not
wish to diminish one whit the recognition of merit which that science haa
Justly aa its doe, but I would like to point out that it haa not been the
cause of all the progress which has obuined for the last ten years, for had
our knowledge of physiology remained aa limited as it was in t8$o there
woOW have been no trium|^s in brain surgery ; we would not have the
knowledge of diseaaes of the nervous system that we now poasesa ; and
the medical treatment of functional diseases would have been as torgdy
empirical ju it was iliJMS'^ Bacteriology, indeed, suddenly opened to
aurgery fields of work mtk which it,was hitherto excluded, and the bountU
ful harveat that it has reaped has absorbed |p much of popular attention
that little is given to the unostenUtioiis progress that medicine has made—
a progress, let me say, with all due respect to the surgeon, grater than
that made by surgery in the last thirty years.

Now, a comparison of the advances in physiology and pathology foif the
last thirty-five years shows that in both there has been an immense acquisi-

tion of knowledge, and that in each decade the increase has been made in

arithmetical, if not in geometrical, proportion to that of the preceding ten
years. Bacteriology has also since 1880 in its expansion exhibited the
same rate of progress. This advance is one element upon which we must
rely in the forecast of the future.

The other element is the appreciation of medical science which obtains
at the present day. By this do not undersUnd me to iq«»o popular
appreciation, but that enthusiasm which is shown in investipuion in all

<lepartments of medical science. The additions that are made annually
to our stock of knowledge in this line indicate that a host of scientific

workers are consuntly experimenting, observing, and recording, and that

every year the number in the rank aiid file of investigators is increased by
the accession of fresh recruits. That is an appreciation that is certain to
•oontinue whether the sute countenances it or not.
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