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I was proposed by Captain Butterfield, and second-

ed by Mr. Nelson. The purport of my address as

well as I can recollect, was as follows—CJohgratulat-

ingth? country on the multitude of |>erson8 assom*

bled either to support or oppose me;—^threats, I

understood, had deterred so^ne of my well-wishera

from attending, and there were many persons pre-

sent ivho had come from different parts of the

Island, for the purpose of hearing argument on both

sides. I entreated that those who niight hear argu-

ments would treasure them in' their memory, re-^

port them as far as practicable through the country;

and induce other persons again to repeat that re-

port in order that thus the meeting and opposition of

the day might be the means of mforming the Go-

lonyfat large of its real state, which had been artfully

concealed frontmany of its inhabitants. -

I said that my opponent, as a candidate, wa.^ a

gentleman little known to me, but of whom I had

heard a most favourable character: I believed him

to be a man of ability, and if I thought that in the

prei^ent alarming state of the Island he could ren-

der it more service in the^House of Assembly than

myself, I fibould be the first man to support hun, but

never were practical ex|ierieiice and minute local

knowledge more necesswy to be used than at this

critical period, Avhcn our public finances stood at

a melancholy ebb, unexampled in this Colony; when

our taxes, in^rovjui^Btly rfuLsedyhad heea lavished

away, oiir treasury draiM and jgrofiningun^cr mon-

strous incunibraiices, and our private resources each

day becon^og ind^ inefficient, this 0|^ipn was

rapi4iy spneiading in the country at laKg^^ it was tes-

tifi<^ by tlie signatures of several thousand persons

to a petition vdu^ iv-ould «hocl\y lie preciented to his

Eiecelleaey^ ^^jfvftf^ Sm a dissehitioji of the present

Hous^ofAssesAh^. AtVut^w»iPewf(>I shouldvery

prob|d>ly be jWjipiis Wyup^ hut^

lit
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