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The olilont liw-kefiHTH In tht» I'rovliKV nre iiiianlniou* In Ntating thaf the season

of 101.1 jifUlpjl the |tm»n'«t hiuiey-orop In their experience. Our oldest bee-keeper,

ti>e most HMccei'Hful In the Lower Fraser District, has kept bees for thirty years,

and he conHlders his crop as lielnR iinly one-third of nn averane. and as being the

poorest In his time.

We all know how nnsensonable the weather was durtiiR the spring and sninniei

months, and so ninst attrlbutp the ixmr croi> to weather conditions. Iletmrts In the

lee Jonrnals Indlcaie that the luifavouratile conditions were prevalent all over the

North American Continent, and that the honey-crop as a whole was much under

the average.

The warm weather of April had a most extraordinary result In the bush country

in Mnt8<|ul, where soft maples abound. On April 15th the writer found an average

of ".'i lb. a colony of dellclons maple honey, all sealed In the supers, a record worthy

of note, and clearly liidkating the luiporlance of strong colonies early In spring.

The most noticeable feature of the reimrts from the lnsi)ector's i>olnt of view

was the fact that nearly everybody had at least a little honey, a marked contrast

to previous years, when a very large iwrcentage had no crop at all. I'ndoubtedly

our bee-keepers are becoming more skilled In their calling, and In an average season

will probably surprise themselves with their success.

As nectar was scant, comb-bullding was practically nn Imimsslblllty. The best

crops conseipiently were got by those who had plenty of spare combs. In British

rolunibla we need at least thirty combs to the colony, ten to winter on. ten to

Increase the dlmenxlon of the briMMl-chamber on May Iwt. and ten for the start of

the honey-crop. No I ec-keeiMT will ever have too ninny spare comlts. and It Is such

seasons as 101.1 that demonstrate their value. In many Instances, practically the

whole honey-crop was store<l In one day. Where c.vtracting combs were ready and

colonies were strong, as nnicli as 3t) lb. per colony were stored In twelve hours;

lee-keepers without ciinls got nothing.

One bee-keei>er In .he Wet Belt, who reported an average of ("0 lb. to the colony,

says that a double-walled hive with an air-space between the walls gave, as in

former years, a yield jiipt double that of the average of the other colonies. Evidently

the grentcKt nee<l of our bee-keepers Is not to keep more bees, but to keep their

present colonies letter.

The writer wishes to state that, while In British Colnnibin we can point to

very few expert bee-keepers, he considers that our average bee-keeper will compare

very favourably with an e<|ual number In any other part of the world, and that

from now on honey production in the Province will progress at a very rapid pace.


